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John, and the name of the Egyptian goddess of truth and Justice, Maat. 

  



ASCP Conference 2-4 December 2024  2 

 

WELCOME 

BY CONFERENCE ORGANISING COMMITTEE 

The ASCP is pleased to have its annual conference return to Deakin University, for the third time, the second 

time based in Geelong. The conference would not have been possible without the support of the Philosophy 

Department, and especially Chris Mayes and Jack Reynolds. 

It is particularly pleasing to be able to host the conference at a regional campus, demonstrating the 

Executive’s commitment to move the conference in as many different locations as possible. 

This year has been an opportunity for our annual conference to take a break from the Congress of HASS, 

but we continued to be present at the Congress through the Colloquium co-organised with the Philosophy 

Department at Murdoch University and the AAP. We look forward to returning the annual conference to the 

Congress in the future. 

Should it be approved by the process outlined at the AGM, next year’s ASCP conference will return to the 

Congress, to be held at the University of Melbourne on 1 to 3 December 2025. 

The Conference Committee would like to acknowledge the contribution of the student volunteers during the 

conference: Jessica Hewett, Cameron Hewett, Lauren Pedersen-Hor, Andrew Smith, Alessandro Cafarella, 

Jennifer-Rose Rolph, Will Radovic, and Thomas Fisher. 

The committee would also like to extend special thanks to Christine Polowyj, the Society’s Administrative 

Officer, who has been an indispensable part of the team that made it possible for the year’s conference to 

run smoothly. 

Regular attendees at the ASCP conference will have noticed that the conference booklet has retained the 

same format for the third consecutive year now. This is the result of a core conference team – Tom, Joe, 

Marilyn and Dimitris – since 2021, when the Executive of the ASCP assumed responsibility for the organising 

of the annual conference, as opposed to outsourcing it to the host institution. 

The retirement of most of this initial conference committee next year is done with planning in place, 

promising a smooth transition – and a continuation of the by now familiar conference booklet format! 

 

Thomas Corbin 

Joe Hughes 

Christopher Mayes 

Jack Reynolds 

Jacinta Sassine 

Marilyn Stendera 

Dimitris Vardoulakis 
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VENUE 

The ASCP conference will be held at Deakin University – Geelong Waterfront Campus. 

Please use the Deakin Waterfront Campus Map to navigate campus. This map specifies where various 

lecture theatres, conference rooms and events are located. 

 

 

REGISTRATION 

The registration/information desk will operate in the Gallery Space, Building D, Level 2. The easiest way is to 

register directly at https://ascp.org.au/conference/registration  

 

CONFERENCE DINNER 

Tuesday, 3 December at Sailor’s Rest (3 Moorabool St, Geelong VIC 3220), starting at 7pm (immediately 

after the keynote address). 

You can register to attend the dinner at https://ascp.org.au/additional-conference-dinner-ticket 

Welcome drinks for this event (one per guest) are sponsored by Edinburgh University Press, the publisher  

of the ASCP-affiliated journal Philosophy, Politics and Critique. 

 

MORNING AND AFTERNOON TEA 

We are providing morning and afternoon for participants who are registered for the attending the conference. 

Morning and afternoon tea will be served at the Waterfront Pantry, Building D, Level 1. 

  

https://www.deakin.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0006/817368/waterfront-campus-map.pdf
https://ascp.org.au/conference/registration
https://ascp.org.au/additional-conference-dinner-ticket
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LUNCH 

There is no lunch provided by the ASCP for the participants. However, there are many choices for lunch on 

campus or in nearby locations. We recommend the following options: 

On Campus: 

Waterfront Pantry 

Off Campus: 

The Deck (pub food) – 2 Gheringhap St (directly across the road from the conference) 

Shinya Ramen Water Front – 8A Gheringhap St (directly across the road from the conference). 

Geelong Boat House – fish n chips on the water across from the conference. 

Little Malop Street (10min walk) lots of different cafes/restaurants 

A little further afield (check Google Maps for transport options): 

The Pavilion (Eastern Beach) – 20min walk along the bay. 

Pakington Street (Geelong West) – 20min walk 

 Lots of different cafes/restaurants 

Pakington Street (Newtown end) 

 Lots of different cafes/restaurants 

Little Creatures (South Geelong) 

 

WIFI ACCESS – EDUROAM 

Deakin University participates in the Eduroam network. You can connect using your home institution’s 

credentials; more information is available at Deakin Guest Wi-fi  

 

ACCESSIBILITY 

All conference venues are wheelchair accessible. All rooms and theatres where sessions (including keynotes 

and plenaries) are held have hearing aid loops. 

 

CAMPUS MEDICAL SERVICES 

The Deakin University Medical Centre – Waterfront is located in the John Hay Building D, 1 Gheringhap St, 

Geelong Vic 3220. Tel: (03) 9244 5577. Appointments and other information can be accessed here. 

 

CAMPUS SECURITY 

The Deakin Security Office is located in Building D, Level 2, Room 100. Call 1800 062 579. More details 

here. 

 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

Additional information about Waterfront Campus is available here.  

 

  

https://help.deakin.edu.au/ithelp?id=it_kb_article&sysparm_article=KB0010752
https://www.hotdoc.com.au/medical-centres/geelong-VIC-3220/deakin-university-medical-centre-waterfront/doctors
https://deakin.edu.au/about-deakin/locations/campuses/safety-and-security
https://www.deakin.edu.au/about-deakin/locations/campuses/geelong-waterfront
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ONLINE PARTICIPATION 

Online participants need to register. They are offered a discounted price of $150 (waged) or $70 (unwaged). 

Those who register online will have access to: 

The online stream of the ASCP 

The keynotes 

The AGM  

The online participants will receive Zoom log in details on Sunday, 27 November. 

 

KEYNOTE LECTURES 

The keynotes will be streamed online, using the same log in as the general online stream. You will need to 

register to receive the online log in details. 

 

AGM PARTICIPATION 

The AGM will be streamed online. Zoom details will be distributed closer to the AGM. You will need to be a 

member of the ASCP to attend the AGM. Registration to the conference automatically confers membership. 

 

PINT SIZED PHILOSOPHY – APPLY NOW! 

Monday, 2 December | 7:00pm | Waterfront Pantry, Building D, Level 1 

“Pint Sized Philosophy” is a networking and social event particularly aimed at higher degree researchers and 

early career researchers attending the ASCP conference, although all conference attendees are encouraged 

to attend. This event will involve a competitive presentation by HDR and ECR members of the ASCP. This 

competitive presentation event follows a 3-minute thesis style format, where HDR and ECR’s will have 3 

minutes to introduce themselves and present their current research. All HDR and ECR’s who present their 

research will receive 2 drink tokens, redeemable for a pint (hence, ‘pint sized philosophy’) or equivalent.  

Participants wanting to present are asked to apply with a brief (200 word) abstract and biography. Please 

email your application to the ASCP ECR representative, Thomas Corbin t.corbin@deakin.edu.au by 

Wednesday, 27 November. Please note, as there will be a limited number of presenters, the first to apply will 

receive priority placement. 

 

EQUITY AND DIVERSITY LUNCH  

Tuesday, 3 December | 1:00 - 2:15pm | Room D2.203 

Join us for an informal lunch discussion focused on equity, diversity, and inclusion in philosophical practice, 

academia and our community. This open forum session welcomes all conference attendees to share and 

contribute to discussions about fostering inclusive practices in philosophy. Conference participants are 

welcome to drop in, whether to listen, share, or engage in dialogue. Light refreshments will be provided. 

 

BIBLIOFÊTE  

Tuesday, 3 December | 5:45 – 6:45pm | Western Beach Room Level 6, Building AD 

Join us for a pre-Conference dinner soirée with views of the Corio Bay, during which recent books  

by Marguerite La Caze, Tim Deane-Freeman, Dimitris Vouros and John Lechte are discussed.  

mailto:t.corbin@deakin.edu.au
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ASCP AFFILIATED JOURNAL 

Philosophy, Politics and Critique is published by Edinburgh University Press. From its three  

issues per year, one will be an ASCP issue. 
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KEYNOTES 

CAMISHA RUSSELL  

Reparations as Reproductive Justice:  
Can fertility technologies redress historical wrongs? 

 

This talk considers whether a generally recognized right to procreation 

extends as far as a right to access assisted reproductive technologies (ART). 

After reviewing some arguments for expanding ART access within different 

regulatory scenarios, I offer an argument from reparations that sees access 

to ART as owed to groups whose have historically faced reproductive 

injustice. I then consider whether LGBTQ would-be parents would also have 

a justice claim to ART access. 

 

Camisha Russell is Associate Professor of Philosophy at the University of Oregon.  

She is feminist philosopher working in Critical Philosophy of Race with a particular strength in Bioethics and a growing 

interest in the relationship between Blackness and Indigeneity in (the settler colony known as) the United States. She 

was recently awarded a Mellon Foundation New Directions Fellowship, which will allow her to pursue a year of 

systematic training in Indigenous Studies with the Indigenous, Race and Ethnic Studies Department at UO. Her first 

book, The Assisted Reproduction of Race (Indiana University Press, 2018), considered the role of the race idea in 

practices surrounding assisted reproductive technologies and argued for the benefits of thinking of race itself as a 

technology. She is currently finishing a co-written book, Assisted Reproductive Justice (University of California Press), 

that examines the fertility industry, family formation law, and other practices of assisted reproduction through a 

Reproductive Justice lens. 

MASSIMILIANO TOMBA 

Toward an Alternative Canon 

 

Today, both the teleological and Eurocentric paradigms are generally 

abandoned in historical reconstruction and the history of philosophy.  

In response, rethinking the canon has become an urgent philosophical task. 

Moving towards an alternative canon of philosophy and political thought 

does not simply mean including previously excluded thinkers, nor does it 

involve erasing representatives of the dominant canon.  

This presentation proposes a different methodology that investigates the 

production of concepts as tools and weapons arising from tensions and 

force fields generated in concrete historical battlefields. It's about  

prioritizing the conflict in which concepts are produced rather than the  

thinkers themselves. 

 

Massimiliano Tomba is the Chair and Professor in the History of Consciousness Department at the University of 

California, Santa Cruz. He is the author of books and articles on Bruno Bauer, the Left Hegelians, Kant, Hegel, Marx, and 

Benjamin. His publications include Marx's Temporalities (Brill, 2013) and Insurgent Universality: An Alternative Legacy of 

Modernity (Oxford University Press, 2019). His forthcoming book, Revolution and Restoration: Anachronism in Radical 

Politics, will be published by Fordham University Press. 
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LAURA ROBERTS 

Philosophy After Speculum 

 

2024 marks the 50th anniversary of Luce Irigaray’s Speculum of the  

Other Woman, first published in French as Speculum de l’autre femme  

(Les Editions de Minuit, 1974). This text is one of the most significant texts  

of feminist philosophy to appear in the latter half of the past century and 

constituted both Irigaray’s entrance to and exile from the French 

philosophical scene. In order to mark and honour this work and significant 

anniversary, in this paper, I return to consider Irigaray’s use of a ‘concave 

speculum’ that works to disrupt the narcissistic phallocentric logics 

underlying western philosophy and, more broadly, politics, culture and 

society. I consider how Adriana Cavarero’s philosophy of birth extends  

the project of Speculum and reflect on what this feminist philosophical  

perspective can offer us for thinking about feminist cities. In doing so,  

I attempt to articulate a feminist philosophy of city that offers a novel  

framework for thinking through how we might imagine more ethical, more just, and more feminist cities. 

 

Laura Roberts is Senior Lecturer in Women's and Gender Studies at Flinders University and received her PhD  

in Philosophy from The University of Queensland. She is author of Irigaray and Politics: A Critical Introduction  

(Edinburgh University Press, 2019), co-editor of Irigaray and Politics (Sophia, 2022) and Speculum at 50  

(Cambridge University Press, 2025) and has published articles in edited collections and journals including Hypatia, 

Feminist Review and Australian Feminist Studies. Her research interests include feminist philosophy and politics, 

post/decolonial theory, feminist pedagogy and new municipalism, especially feminist cities. Laura was co-convener  

of The Irigaray Circle from 2018 – 2022 

 

PLENARY SESSION  

PANEL IN HONOUR OF ANDREW BENJAMIN 

This plenary panel honours the work of Andrew Benjamin. His essays, 

books, and edited collections have shaped an extraordinary range of 

disciplines through their sustained reflections on the anexact relationship 

connecting philosophy to literature, to painting, to architecture, to law.  

These works are marked, moreover, by a vast historical and conceptual 

range, at home in antiquity, the renaissance and contemporary philosophy. 

Teresa Stoppani, Rick Lee and Joe Hughes will address different 

dimensions of Benjamin’s work, and their papers will be followed by  

a response from Benjamin. 

Andrew Benjamin is an Honorary Professorial Fellow in the Faculty of Arts  

at the University of Melbourne and Emeritus Professor of Philosophy at  

Monash University.  

He has authored, edited, and translated a multitude of influential volumes, including The Lyotard Reader (1989),  

Art, Mimesis and the Avant-Garde (1991), The Plural Event (1993), Present Hope (1997), Architectural Philosophy 

(2000), Style and Time (2006), Working with Walter Benjamin (2013), Art's Philosophical Work (2015), Virtue in Being 

(2016), German Stoicisms (2020, with Kurt Lampe) and Heidegger and Literary Studies (2023). His next book is a 

forthcoming volume on the art of gesture. 



ASCP Conference 2-4 December 2024   9 

DAY 1: Monday, 2 December 2024 

 

Geelong Waterfront Campus, Building D, Deakin University 

 

* Indicates online presentation.  

* All sessions within online presentations are viewable through Zoom (highlighted in blue), as well as 

plenaries, keynotes, and AGM 

 

8:30 – 9:20 REGISTRATION:  Gallery space, Level 2, Building D 

9:20 – 9:30 Conference Opening 

Registration 
Area 

Welcome: Dimitris Vardoulakis (Chair of the ASCP) 

9:30 – 11:00 Parallel Session 1 

D2.104 

Chair: Antonia Pont 

Conall Cash, Pump it Up: Aneconomy and Spectrality in Contemporary Cinema * 

Sukhayl Niyazov, Existential-Ontological Conception of the Utopian Dimension of the Political: Politico-Theoretical 

Explication of Martin Heidegger's Fundamental Ontology * 

James Vafiadis, Toward an Existentialist Metaphysics: A Theory of the Observer 

D2.105 
Book panel on Heidegger’s Alternative History of Time 

Chair: Dimitris Vardoulakis 

Speakers: Andrew Inkpin* and Annie Sandrussi 

Author responses: Emily Hughes and Marilyn Stendera 

D2.204 
Chair: Norma Lam-Saw 

Gopika Gurudas, Touching and Un-Touching: Dalit Literature as Protest Literature * 

Magdalena Zolkos, Images Haunted by Memory': Didi-Huberman's Concept of Rent Images and Pia Arke's Anti-Colonial 

Art Activism 

D2.205 
Chair: Jessica Marian 

James Dutton, Translating Commonality: Barbara Cassin's Sophistical Politics 

Anya Daly, The Problem of Ontology 

Aeva Milos, Life Over Death: Cixous's Writing-in-the-Present 

D4.203 
Chair: Marguerite LaCaze 

Talia Fell, Friendship Between Women and Counter-Cultural Value Creation in Beauvoir's “The Second Sex” 

Callum Alpass, The Desire for the Desire of the Other: Simone Weil and Alexandre Kojeve 

D4.206 
Chair: Joel Glazebrook 

Leonard D’Cruz, The "Power" of Death Over Life: What Demarcates Necropolitics from Biopolitics? 

Leah McGarrity, Existence may not be a Predicate, but I still am: First-Person Being, Phenomenology and the Ontological 

Argument for the Existence of God 

Seamus Barker, Bourdieu, Ricoeur, Actor-Network Theory - a theoretical and praxical synthesis 

D4.207 
Philosophy and Poetry, Panel 1 

Chair: Andrew Benjamin 

Scott Kirkland, On Innocence: Agamben's Dante 

Miranda Stanyon, Slouching towards Andromache 

Patrick Gray, Shakespeare and the Power of the Common Stage 

D4.208 
Chair: Jason Tuckwell 

Venessa Ercole, Cultivating Genius - Nietzsche's Challenge to the Modern University 

Nicholas Moynihan, Towards a Philosophy of Immanence with Michel Henry  

Oscar Davis, Hermeneutics and Canoes: A Fusion of Horizons in Oceanic Philosophy 

D3.206 
Stiegler book panel on Digital Schizophrenia 

Chairperson: Christopher O`Neill 

Speaker: Anne Alombert * 

3 X 15 minutes Respondent Remarks: Asker Staunaes \ Conor Heaney + Dan Ross 

11:00 – 11:30 Break: Morning Tea – Foyer near Waterfront Pantry area 
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11:30 – 1:00 Parallel Session 2 

D2.104 

Book panel on The Comic Self: Toward Dispossession 

Chair: Andrea Righi 

Speaker: Andrew Dean 

Authors: Timothy C. Campbell *, Grant Farred 

D2.105 

The Biopolitics of Emerging Technologies: Hidden Harms, Values, and Decision-Making 

Chair: Angie Sassano/Christopher Mayes 

Angie Sassano, Producing Precarity: Thinking with Foucault to untangle the exploitative labour of new agri-tech 

Megan Moss, The Unseen Influence: How Digital Farm Management Platforms Shape Behaviours and Decision-Making 

Pat McConville, Bare life, organ transplantation and normothermic regional perfusion 

D2.204 

Chair: Sean Bowden 

Lachlan Liesfield, Anti-Oedipus, Anthropology, and the Ur-Staat 

Elad Magomedov, Platonism without Ideas: Towards an immanent ontology of the fake 

Christopher Watkin, The mythos of modernity: Deleuze and Serres reimagine the state of nature    

D2.205 

Chair: Nicholas Moynihan 

Eusebius Nkwagu, Levinas' Concept of a Stranger and Hospitality 

Nikolai Kostin, Signalling: Approaches to the Philosophy of Language in Eastern European Philosophy * 

Taeha An, Immemorial Past and the Weak Messianic Power: Emmanuel Levinas' Philosophy of History in Dialogue with 

Walter Benjamin * 

D4.203 

 

Chair: Leah McGarrity 

Amélie Berger-Soraruff, Stiegler's politics of innovation: consumption, production, contribution * 

Joel Glazebrook, "A Hidden Art in the Depths of the Human Soul": Reflective reasoning, analogy, and the radical 

imagination in the work of Immanuel Kant 

Jacob Ritz, Kant, Bolzano and the desacralised infinite 

D4.206 

 

Chair: Talia Fell 

Maddy Shield, Should we feel collective shame? 

Marguerite LaCaze, Simone de Beauvoir and finitude in Un Mort tres douce and Mia Hansen-Love’s Un Beau Matin 

Katrina Jaworski, Corpse poetry as a methodology for understanding the dead body of suicide 

D4.207 

Philosophy and Poetry, Panel 2 

Chair: Andrew Benjamin 

Justin Clemens, Milton's Symposium 

Diana Barnes, Neostoic Retreat in Katherine Philips' Poems (1664/7) 

Joe Hughes, Dante, Auerbach, and the Judgment of God 

D4.208 

Chair: Sigi Jöttkandt 

Annie Sandrussi, A Relational Materialist Ontology of Milk: What We Learn from Microbiota 

Christopher Boerdam, Zizek’s Christian atheism and the divine subject 

Lachlan Ross, On Civilisation and its Discontents as a work of prophecy 

D3.206 

Chair: Dimitris Vardoulakis 

Andrea Vitangeli, Reassessing Heidegger on Van Gogh: Beyond the Making-Explicit View * 

Daniel Brennan, Arendt, the Apollo Program, and the Human Experience: Exploring the Space Program's Role in Natality, 

Pluralism, and Resilience 

Dimitri Vouros, W(h)ither Freedom? From Hegel to Adorno and Balibar 

1:00 – 2:00 Lunch 

2:00 – 3:30 Parallel Session 3 

D2.104 

Chair: Jack Reynolds 

Tom Corbin, AI Summarisers and Unit Readings (Teaching in the age of AI) 

John Lippitt, Self-righteousness in the digital age: a moral over-confidence account 

Ivar Frisch, Hegel and AGI: Geist as Solution to the Threat of Technological Singularity * 

D2.105 

Book Panel on Endgames of Reading: The Nabokov Effect 

Chair: James Dutton 

Speakers: James Dutton, Justin Clemens, Edward Colless 

Author response: Sigi Jöttkandt 

D2.204 

Chair: Laura Roberts 

Sofia Kartavtseva, Body Turned Flesh: A Feminist Reading of the Sadistic and Grotesque 

Ree Boddé, Untruth of Woman - Reading Luce Irigaray 

Jessica Marian, The Journal as the Frame of Reference: Derrida, Lacan, and Johnson at Yale French Studies 
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D2.205 

Chair: Timothy Jackson 

Richard Mitchell, On Pain and suffering 

Daniele Fulvi, Disciplining more-than-human beings? Synthetic biology as a postmodern technology of care * 

Edward Gonzalez, Why zero provides the illusive answer to understanding everything 

D4.203 

Chair: George Duke 

Maria Tinajero, From Dirt to Soil: Rethinking Agriculture through Art, Microbes, and Agriculture (Unveiling the 

Transformative Power of Terra Preta de Indio) * 

Will Pan, Whither Sovereign Expression 

George Duke, The Written Constitution as Ideal Object 

D4.206 

Chair: Gregory Marks 

Liam O’Donnell, On Fredric Jameson and Ray Brassier's attempt to think history without subjectivity 

Jasper Lear, Life in the Situation: a theory of ideology in Alain Badiou 

Alain Guillemann, What makes Deleuze post-Kantian? An exploration of reciprocal causality and self-productive dynamics 

D4.207 

Philosophy and Poetry, Panel 3 

Chair: Andrew Benjamin 

Lillian Philips, Bataille Hating / Loving / Poetry 

Lucy Van, About the House: From Marvell to the 'The Melbourne Suburbs where the House Prices Rise' 

Andrew Benjamin, Can there be Excessive Kissing? Notes on Catullus 5 

D4.208 

Chair: Hao Zhang 

Xiaorong Yang, Marx's Critical Response to the Question of Free Trade and its Contemporary Enlightenment  

Stephanie Smith, The Pandemic State of Nature and Freedom in the Social Contract 

Petra Brown, Relational autonomy, vulnerability and political life in a post-Covid world 

3:30 – 4:00 Break: Afternoon Tea – Foyer 

3:45 – 5:15 Andrew Benjamin Plenary Session. D3.211  

 Chair: Dimitris Vardoulakis 

Speakers: Joe Hughes, Teresa Stoppani and Richard Lee 

Response: Andrew Benjamin 

5:15 – 6:55 Camisha Russell. Max Charlesworth Keynote Address: D2.193 Percy Baxter Lecture Theatre 

 

Acknowledgment of Wadawurrung country 

Vice-Chancellor Iain Martin, Deakin University  

Chair: Executive Dean, Faculty of Arts and Education, Simon Tormey 

Speaker: Camisha Russell, Reparations as Reproductive Justice: Can fertility technologies redress historical wrongs?  

7:00 Pint-sized Philosophy, Waterfront Pantry 

Chair: Tom Corbin 
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DAY 2: Tuesday, 3 December 2024 
 

9:00 – 9:30 REGISTRATION 

9:30 – 11: 00 Parallel Session 4 

D2.104 

Perspectives on the Existential Continental Philosopher Lev Shestov 

Chair: Marianna Parry 

Marina Ogden, Karl Jaspers and Lev Shestov on philosophical faith and faith in revelation * 

Ramona Fotiade, Lev Shestov's Untimely Thoughts: Spiritual Transmission in Christian and Zen Philosophies of 

Existence* 

Marianna Parry, Lev Shestov as the Anti-Socrates of Our Times 

D2.105 

Stiegler book panel on The Immense Regression 

Chairperson: Jessica Marian 

Speakers: Ashley Woodward *, and Chris O'Neill 

Author response: Dan Ross 

D2.204 

Chair: Marilyn Stendera 

Josh Szymanski, Re/citing Monique Wittig 

Brigitte Assisi, Abjection and Sexuality: Subversion in the Psyche 

Elese Dowden, Girlboss Leviathan: Femininity, Power and Romanticism After the 1960s 

D2.205 

New Hegel Readings, Panel 1 

Chair: Gregory Marks 

Anna Ploug, Hyppolite, Hegel and the French legacy of "logical concreteness" 

Lachlan Wells, Two readings of a reading of Hegel: Paul Ricœur and Jean Wahl’s reviews of Jean Hyppolite’s Logic and 

Existence 

D4.203 

Book Panel on Contingency and Plasticity in Everyday Technologies * 

Chair: Natasha Lushetich * 

Speakers: Dominic Smith and Ole Thijs * 

Author response: Natasha Lushetich and Iain Campbell * 

D4.206 

Chair: Justin Clemens 

Jodie McNeilly, Toward a Phenomenological Theory of Thingism: exploring the problem of the correlation with Husserl's 

material a priori and Meillassoux's mathematics for the great outdoors 

Friedemann Barniske, Reality is not real'. World and God in J. G. Fichte's Wissenschaftslehre (1805) and The Way 

Towards the Blessed Life (1806)  

Sigi Jottkandt, Anthropo-dreaming: On Counter-light and Hyper-sonicity 

D4.207 

Chair: Darren Roso  

Caitlyn Lesiuk, Manifesto for a philosophy of the essay 

Hao Zhang, On Karl Korsch's Interpretation of the Relationship between Marxism and Philosophy 

Manfred Cain, Totality Occluded: Reconstructing post-critical methodologies in 'The Library of Babel' 

D4.208 

New Applications of Sellars’ Philosophy, Panel 1 

Chairs: Cathy Legg, Vincent Lê 

Daniel Sacilotto, The Structure of Natural Reason: Convergent Realism and Categorial Projection 

Reza Negarestani, Descartes’s heated enlightenment and the fate of the scientific image 

Carl Sachs *, How Historical Materialism Explains the Myth of the Given 

11:00 – 11:30 Break: Morning Tea – Foyer 

11:30 – 1:00 Parallel Session 5 

D2.104 

Australian Philosophy and the Significance of Place 

Chair: Mitch Gilligan 

Mitch Gilligan, Poetry, Place, and Existence: Thoughts on A.D. Hope's Australia 

Codie Condos Distratis, Plumwood, the place and the philosopher: Interpreting Val Plumwood's philosophical animism as 

a wisdom of love (of the land) 

D2.105 

Chair: Magdalena Zolkos 

Matilda Millar-Carton, Body Horror: body image disturbance in Anorexia Nervosa 

Toyah Webb, Psychoanalytic Paratexts: Reading the Dream of Irma's Injection 

John Lechte, The Philosophy of Law and its Origin   

D2.204 

Chair: Joe Hughes 

Paul Magee, I saw a fragile of: on the everyday English syntax of Finnegans Wake  

Max Deutscher, Origins and poetry: Holderlin and Celan     
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D2.205 

New Hegel Readings, Panel 2 

Chair: Gregory Marks  

Gregory Marks, Why Is Hegel So Bad at Illustrating His Points? 

Brendan Duncan-Shah, Hegel's Theory of Logical Form: A new (?) reading of Hegel's dialectic 

D4.203 

Chair: Oscar Davis 

Kyung-ah Nam, Reflecting on the absence and its enjoyment: the problem of reflective reasoning concerning non-being 

Maciek Czerkawski, Being and Utmost Generality: Introducing the Arch-Paradox of Being 

Bharatwaj Iyer, Martin Heidegger and Islamic Philosophy on Kant's Thesis on Being * 

D4.206 

Chair: Kathleen Loftus  

Lily Elston-Leadbetter, Ambiguous Horizons: Husserl's Influence on Beauvoir 

Kelly Herbison, (Dis)Orientation and 'Seeing with' Others in Merleau-Ponty 

D4.207 

Chair: Patrick Stokes 

Luke Hillman, The Necessity of Silence: Kierkegaard's Response to Faith and the Importance of the Ineffable * 

Paul Joiner, Emergence and the Kierkegaardian account of Selfhood and Consciousness. 

Arundhati Dubey, Jean-Luc Nancy and Dialectical Materialism: Love, Subjectivity, and Community * 

D4.208 

New Applications of Sellars’ Philosophy, Panel 2 

Chairs: Cathy Legg, Vincent Lê 

Matthew Abbott, Global Heating and Human Action:  Labour, Intention, Compulsion 

Vincent Lê, Truth Wars: Neurath contra Carnap, Negarestani contra Brassier 

Alice Nilsson, The critique of 'limits' in Neorationalist thought 

D3.206 

Cybernetics and Literature 

Chair: Jason Tuckwell 

Norma Lam-Saw, Literary frames, cybernetic systems? 

Marilyn Stendera, Overcoming of space and time? Cybernetic myths and science fiction temporalities 

Jason Tuckwell, What is the informatic content of literary figures? 

D3.211 

Chair: Sean Bowden 

Evrim Bayındır, The Becoming-Transcendental of Nihilism in Deleuze's Difference and Repetition * 

Craig Lundy, Deleuze's Problematic Principle of Sufficient Reason 

Kurt Doglione, The Intellect and Matter in Bergson 

1:00 – 2:15 Lunch 

Equity, Diversity and Inclusion lunch (D2.203) 

2:15 – 3:45 Parallel Session 6 

D2.104 

The Absolutism of Technology and the Cybernetic Myth 

Chair: Christopher Conti 

Christopher Conti, CyberGaia and the promise of technological transcendence 

Chris Danta, Fabulous Devourment in Philip K. Dick  

Mathew Holt, Jetzt / Now: Max Bense and the Automation of Literature c.1960 

D2.105 

Chair: James Dutton 

Michael MacDonald, The Phantom Philosopher: The Figure of Sophist in Modern Continental Philosophy * 

Jacinta Sassine, Rhetoric as Justice: The Trials of Palamedes, Orestes & Socrates 

Anthony Uhlmann, Literature as a Technical Object: Alexis Wright’s Praiseworthy  

D2.204 

Conversations on Race: Racialized Struggle, Sovereign Expression and the Racialized Body 

Chair: Brendan Duncan-Shah 

Beau Kent, Nationhood and Neurosis: Whiteness as Contradiction 

Will Pan, Resistance and Fantasy: the Uneasiness of Racial Identification 

Diego Guerra Ramirez, An Exploration of Mexican Identity: The Masks of Octavio Paz, Samuel Ramos, and Frantz Fanon 

D2.205 

Chair: Robert Sinnerbrink 

Rutwij Nakhwa, Hegelian Patriotism and Monarchy Contra Nationalism and Grotesque Sovereignty * 

Matt Marasco, The Scientific and Cultural Milieu of Proto-photography: The Historical Proximity of Photography to Hegel 

Levi Checketts, The impossibility of Non-Repressive Technical Codes: Re-framing Andrew Feenberg's Critical Theory of 

Technology with Jacques Lacan 

D4.203 

Chair: Tim Deane-Freeman 

Alistair Macaulay, Exhaustion and the Political Efficacy of Improvisation 

Zhu Wen, Ground, Transcendence, and Freedom: Heidegger on the Essence of Ground 

D4.206 

Chair: Jon Rubin 

Timothy Jackson, Machinic Pharmakoecology: on the heterogenesis of and by molecules 

Jack Keenan, Error and Education: Rancière contra Descartes 

Jon Rubin, The Repugnancy of Ideas 
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D4.207 

Chair: Christopher Watkin 

Thomas Moran, The Rhetoric of the Death of Cinema 

Sean Bowden, Solving some open problems in the philosophy of action, between Dreyfus and Deleuze 

Andrew Poe, Enter the Law: On the Closing of Kafka’s parable “Vor dem Gesetz” * 

D4.208 

New Applications of Sellars’ Philosophy, Panel 3 

Chairs: Cathy Legg, Vincent Lê 

Catherine Legg and Aiden Meyer, A Scientific Table of Judgments? Sellars’ Metaphysical Methodology 

Federico Nieto, On Lebensformen and the Normative Patterning of Cruelty 

Dionysis Christias, Ideology as the Reification of Normative Force * 

D3.206 

Chair: Jack Reynolds    

Kathleen Loftus, What are These Mutations?': Discontinuity and Historical Change in Foucault's Archeology 

Franco Manni, Against Dualistic Separation between History and Philosophy * 

Karin Sellberg and Mikel Van Dyken, Phenomenologies of Brain Trauma: Reflections on Neural Plasticity 

3:45 – 4:15 Break: Afternoon Tea 

4:15 – 5:45 Max Tomba Keynote Address: D2.193 Percy Baxter Lecture Theatre 

 

Max Tomba, Toward an Alternative Canon 

Chair: Dimitris Vardoulakis 

5:45 – 6:45 
Bibliofête: Western Beach Room, Level 6, Building AD 

 

Chair: Jack Reynolds 

1. Marguerite La Caze, Film and everyday resistance (Northwestern UP). Speaker: Magdalena Zolkos 

2. Tim Deane-Freeman, Deleuze, Digital Media and Thought (Edinburgh UP). Speaker: Alistair Macaulay 

3. Dimitris Vouros, Constituent Power, Violence and the State: The Political Thought of Georges Sorel, Walter 

Benjamin and Hannah Arendt (Routledge). Speaker: Daniel Brennan 

4. John Lechte, Violence, Image and Victim in Bataille, Agamben and Girard (Edinburgh UP). Speaker: Lillian 

Philips 

5. Philosophy, Politics and Critique journal. Speakers: Dimitris Vardoulakis and Magdalena Zolkos 

7:00 Conference Dinner – Sailor’s Rest 
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DAY 3: Wednesday, 4 December 2024 
 

9:00 – 9:30 REGISTRATION: Foyer 

9:30 – 11:00 Parallel Session 7 

D2.104 

Chair: Pat Stokes 

Caroline Loftus, "The aim of all life is death": End and drive between Kant and Freud 

Grace Tarpey, The Ethics of love 

Sylvie Magerstaedt, The Crown Controversy and Other Stories - On the Uses and Abuses of History for Television Drama 

D2.105 

Technics and Time - Post-Structuralism Praxis, Panel 1: Book Panel on Returning to Judgment  

Chair: Christopher O’Neill 

Speakers: Dan Ross, Benoit Dillet*, Conor Heaney* 

Author response: Ben Turner*  

D2.204 

Chair: Coulstock Brisick 

Patrick Chester, Anastrophically ruined: producing new modalities of disaster in Shelley and Turner, Deleuze and Blanchot 

Ariel Cohen, The Syncretic Image of Thought; or, How to summon forth a "New People to Come" * 

D2.205 

Chair: Robert Sinnerbrink 

Joshua Huang, R.G. Collingwood and Bonaventure on History, Poetry, and Self-Knowledge 

Jesse Brindley, Towards a Sketch of Georg Simmel's Metaphysics: World as Fragment and Form 

Robert Sinnerbrink, What is a Philosophical Reading of Film? On Film-Philosophy and Philosophical Film Criticism 

D4.203 

Chair: Geoff Boucher 

Dina Kafiris, The Parrhesiastic Writer and the Dangers of Speaking Truth to Power * 

Adrian Moore, Fairness as Pharmakon: On the possibility of a 'Theory of Justice' * 

Geoff Boucher, Plebiscitary Authoritarianism and the Authoritarian Personality: Summary and Prospects 

D4.206 

Chair: Maurizio Meloni 

Christopher Mayes, De-colonial communitarianism? Towards land & climate justice 

Sakinah Munday, “It’s okay to be white”: political speech as acts of ventriloquism 

Kalenga Kalumba, "I wasn't leaving, I was on my way home": finding a 'contrast culture' in the work of Rene Girard and 

Achille Mbembe 

D4.207 

Chair: Jack Reynolds 

George Wood, A gestural approach to artwork expressiveness (and emotional responsiveness) 

Aymen Moutwari, Merleau-Ponty and the Neo-Kantian tradition 

Tony Cheng, Transcendental Arguments Renewed * 

D4.208 

 

Chair: Max Tomba 

Janar Mihkelsaar, Freedom and Dominance at the Breaking Points of Dispositifs 

Darren Roso, Reconstructing the Conceptual Constellations of Adorno and Althusser 

11:00 – 11:30 Break: Morning Tea – Foyer 

11:30 – 1:00 Parallel Session 8 

D2.104 

Marx's Economic and Philosophical Manuscripts of 1844: 180 Years 

Chair: Lucy Myers 

Thomas Weight, Estrangement and Anxiety in the Economic and Philosophic Manuscripts * 

Joshua Barnes, Emancipating the Senses 

Lucy Myers, "Objectification as loss of the object and bondage to it": Ontological Labour in Marx's Manuscripts 

D2.105 

Phenomenology, selfhood and varieties of lived-experience 

Chair: Anya Daly 

Darius Parvizi-Wayne, When the Interoceptive and Conceptual Clash: The Case of Oppositional Phenomenal Self-

modelling in Tourette Syndrome 

Jack Reynolds, Time Biases and the Temporal Faith: Habits and Lived-time in Addiction and OCD 

Danica Janse van Vuurren, How Phenomenology Can Help Explain Why Feelings of Worthlessness Pose One of the 

Highest Risks for Suicidality in Depressed Patients 

D2.204 

Chair: Sean Bowden 

Hamed Movahedi, Deleuze and Foucault: The Metaphysics of Historical Formations * 

Jack Parry, Deleuze your mind 

Coulstock Brisick, Becoming-relocalised: Hand-weeding with Deleuze in excolonial milieus 
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D2.205 

Chair: Brendan Duncan-Shah 

Maurizio Meloni, Patterns of Othering in European Thought (1): otherness and racial difference in Italian humanism, the 

case of Francesco Petrarca 

Xiaojing Kang, The Discussion On Althusser's Critical Inheritance Of Gramsci's Theory Of The State 

Sujaya Dhanvantari, The Refusal of Colonial Temporality * 

D4.203 

Technics and Time - Post-Structuralism Praxis, Panel 2: Bernard Stiegler’s Œuvre  

Chair: Christopher O’Neill 

Ben Nunquam, A (Nonhu)man of certain quality': Stiegler and Animality * 

Ashley Woodward, Information and Its Support: The Simondon-Stiegler Controversy * 

Haipei Zhang, Artificial Memory and the pharmacology of knowledge: A Stieglerian Study 

Christopher O’Neill, I Prefer the Letter (Derrida, 1984/Unpublished): On Jacques Derrida not responding to Bernard 

Stiegler's 'Questions' (1984) 

D4.206 

Chair: William Hebblewhite 

Ross Barham, Set Controls for The Heart of the Sun 

William Hebblewhite, A child walked by, rolling a metal hoop, that made a sound of autumn: Kawabata on the Transience 

of Nature and Life  

Daphne Keck, Flat aesthetics and and Stupefaction in Chris Marker and Annie Ernaux 

D4.207 

Book panel on The Ruse of Techne: Heidegger's Magical Materialism 

Chair: Marilyn Stendera 

Speakers: Marguerite La Caze, Justin Clemens, Richard Colledge 

Author respondent: Dimitris Vardoulakis  

D4.208 

Mediating the Immediate, Panel 1: Immediacy, Mediation and Philosophy 

Chair: Joeri Mol 

Antonia Pont, Reading the Badiouian Evental Present with Derrida's Caution Regarding Immediacy 

Matt Keyter, Intimacy Machines 

Ruby Lowe, John Milton and the Desire for Immediacy in 17th Century England 

1:00 – 2:15 LUNCH  

1:15 – 2:15 ASCP AGM – D2.194 Little Percy Baxter Lecture Theatre 

2:15 – 3:45 Parallel Session 9 

D2.104 

Chair: Janice Richardson 

Deniz Durmus, Resisting Sexist Epistemic Practices in Medicine* 

Conor Brett, Masculinity Crisis, Conjectural Crisis 

Janice Richardson, Surrogacy and Subordination 

D2.105 

Algorithmic Management and Contributory Economy 

Chair: Christopher O’Neill 

Geoffrey Hondroudakis, Responding to Stiegler's 'Hyper-Critique': Judgement and Synthesis in Computational Culture 

Ben Turner, Technology, Epistemic Agency, and Perfectionism: The Politics of Bernard Stiegler's Concept of 

Proletarianisation  

D2.204 

Chair: Angie Sassano 

Isaac Price-Kelly, Tragedy against Dialectics in Foucault's 1950s Manuscripts: A Reframing of the History of Madness 

William Bennett, Liberalism: Some Are More Free Than Others 

Rafly Sani Alamsyah, The Abject Leviathan * 

D2.205 

Chair: Timothy Deane-Freeman 

Fraser Gray, Ranciere and Nature: Enacting the past to re-politicize the present 

Timothy Deane-Freeman, Schizoanalysis and the Semiotics of Nature 

D4.203 

Chair: Tom Corbin 

Dante Aloni, Incomputability: The Measure of Computation 

Robert Hazeltine, Nietzsche, timely philosopher 

Max Engleman, Philosophical Anthropology and the Question of Liberal Naturalism * 

D4.206 

Chair: Robert Sinnerbrink 

Iddo Dickmann, Chimeric bodily schema and Talmudic Laws of Divorce 

Luara Karlson-Carp, Irigaray and Theories of the Subject: Figuring The Sexuate as a Hinge between the Natural and the 

Rational 

Thomas Mical, Theory of the Soft Machine * 
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D4.207 

 

Racialisation, adoption, and aesthetics 

Chair: Chris Mayes 

Helen Ngo, Racialised alienation and tensions of flesh and thingliness in Anne Anlin Cheng’s Ornamentalism 

Beau Kent, The life that was: Ghosts, Border-crossings and Adoption Image Culture 

Supriya Subramani, Centering (Non)Normative Racialized Identities 

D4.208 

 

Mediating the Immediate, Panel 2: History of Immediacy and Mediation 

Chair: Joeri Mol 

Joeri Mol, The Birth of the DJ: A Lacanian History of Mediated Immediacy in Electronic Music 

3:45 – 4:00 Break: Afternoon Tea – Foyer 

4:00 – 5:30 Laura Roberts. Keynote Address: D2.193 Percy Baxter Lecture Theatre 

D2.193 

Laura Roberts, Philosophy after Speculum 

Chair: Chris Mayes 
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BOOK PANELS 

HEIDEGGER’S ALTERNATIVE HISTORY OF TIME  

Chair: Dimitris Vardoulakis 

Speakers: Andrew Inkpin and Annie Sandrussi 

Author responses: Emily Hughes and Marilyn Stendera 

Monday, Parallel Session 1 

STIEGLER BOOK PANEL ON DIGITAL SCHIZOPHRENIA 

Chair: Christopher O’Neill 

Speaker: Anne Alombert 

Respondent remarks: Asker Staunaes/Conor Heaney and Dan Ross 

Monday, Parallel Session 1 

ANNE ALOMBERT 

Universite Paris 8  

Digital Schizophrenia 

This presentation gives account of how Anne Alombert worked closely with Bernard Stiegler and with his 

institute, IRI, and works also as a member of the French national advisory council on digital technology. 

Alombert was also a key contributor to Stiegler's final collaborative project published in English as Bifurcate 

and she has directed at the secretary-general of the United Nations.  

Alombert's first book, Digital Schizophrenia, opens with Paul Valery's reflections on the necessity of reflecting 

on the fate of the mind, and notes that today this is now a necessity and has become absolutely 

unavoidable. Alombert observes that such reflections have led us to a strange duplicitous split between 

"transhumanist" celebrations of progress in artificial intelligence and increasingly urgent calls to pay attention 

to the deleterious effects of digital and screen technologies, including ecologically and on the very possibility 

of paying attention.  

Alombert's assessment is both profoundly philosophical and fundamentally political in promulgating the risk 

is not superintelligence but that the industrialisation and automation of minds demands urgent consideration 

of the question of how to reorient these coming technological developments in a way that takes care of 

collective intelligence. This panel reviews Alombert's assessment about managing the dangers. 

Anne Alombert is associate professor in contemporary philosophy at Paris 8 University. She works on the questions of 

the links between life, technics and memory in contemporary philosophy (Simondon, Derrida, Stiegler) and on the 

anthropological and political challenges of digital technologies and "artificial intelligence". She is the author of three 

books, among which Digital Schizophrenia, English translation forthcoming. 

THE COMIC SELF: TOWARD DISPOSSESSION 

Chair: Andrea Righi 

Speaker: Andrew Dean 

Author responses: Timothy C. Campbell and Grant Farred 

Monday, Parallel Session 2 
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ENDGAMES OF READING: THE NABOKOV EFFECT 

Chair: James Dutton 

Speakers: James Dutton, Justin Clemens, Edward Colless 

Author response: Sigi Jottkandt 

Monday, Parallel Session 3 

STIEGLER BOOK PANEL ON THE IMMENSE REGRESSION 

Chair: Jessica Marian 

Speaker: Dan Ross 

Respondent remarks: Ashley Woodward and Chris O'Neill 

Tuesday, Parallel Session 4 

CONTINGENCY AND PLASTICITY IN EVERYDAY TECHNOLOGIES 

Chair: Natasha Lushetich 

Speakers: Dominic Smith and Ole Thijs 

Author responses: Natasha Lushetich and Iain Campbell 

Tuesday, Parallel Session 4 

THE RUSE OF TECHNE: HEIDEGGER'S MAGICAL MATERIALISM 

Chair: Marilyn Stendera 

Speakers: Marguerite La Caze, Justin Clemens, Richard Colledge 

Author respondent: Dimitris Vardoulakis 

Wednesday, Parallel Session 8 
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THEMATIC STREAMS  

PHILOSOPHY AND POETRY, PANEL 1  

Chair: Andrew Benjamin 

Presenters: Scott Kirkland, Miranda Stanyon and Patrick Gray 

Monday, Parallel Session 1 

SCOTT KIRKLAND 

University of Divinity 

On Innocence: Agamben's Dante 

A central concern of the work of Giorgio Agamben has been that of the relationship between nature and guilt. 

Key to understanding Agamben's preoccupation with these categories are his attempts in the 1970s, with 

Italo Calvino, to develop a program of research devoted to "Italian categories." Part of this program was 

devoted to the study of Dante, and to Dante's play with the categories of tragedy and comedy.  

This paper will explore the way Agamben's political-theological exposition of the problem of original sin leads 

him to develop, with Dante, a questioning of the Augustinian doctrine that redefines the relationship between 

persona and natura such that the position of law is rethought. Where in tragedy law "expresses the 

subjection of guilty human nature to a destiny" in spite of the persona, in comedy "law becomes the 

instrument of personal salvation." Rather than an originally innocent person subject to a guilty nature, 

Agamben finds in Dante a guilty person with an innocent nature. Here love becomes the site of law's 

comedy, where an Edenic coincidence of nature and person gives way to divided human love.  

A case will be made for the importance of this understanding of natural innocence for Agamben's project, 

particularly in the case of his late understanding of "use", where in his reading of the Convivio we see "the 

use of the loved thing" becomes both an objective and subjective genitive, the possibility of the love of 

oneself. 

Scott A. Kirkland teaches and researches at the intersection of political theology, philosophy, and theological ethics.  

He is also the Research Coordinator at Trinity College Theological School. His first book was Into the Far Country: Karl 

Barth and the Modern Subject (Fortress, 2016). Since the publication of his first book, he has co-edited two volumes, 

Correlating Sobornost: Conversations Between Karl Barth and the Russian Orthodox Theological Traditions (Fortress, 

2016) and Kenotic Ecclesiology: Select Writings of Donald M. MacKinnon (Fortress, 2017). Scott's current research is at 

the intersection of the contemporary crisis of debt and resurgent political nationalisms. The conditions for the current 

crises of debt find their roots in many of the ways political sovereignty now functions, particularly in the way neoliberal 

forms of governmentality discipline citizens into participation in the market. This research looks to find resources for 

resistance to this in the work of Franz Kafka, Giorgio Agamben, Walter Benjamin, and in recent political theological 

appropriations of Pauline messianism. A monograph considering these problems is currently in preparation. 

MIRANDA STANYON 

University of Melbourne 

Slouching Towards Andromache 

In Inclinations: A Critique of Rectitude (2014/2016), Adriana Cavarero offered a 'schemata for a postural 

ethics' based on the geometry of inclination, and finding paradigmatic expression in the figure of the maternal 

body bent over the infant. Cavarero's leading 'stereotype' is the iconography of the Virgin and Child, and her 

leading examples are drawn from the traditions of visual art and prose. But how might inclination help us 

think about another iconic mother, Andromache, and the poetic tradition surrounding her?  

Leaning, swooning, drooping, bending, twisting, arched, crouched, huddled, Andromache appears to us in 

an array of oblique lines. This paper explores the critical potential of inclination via two modern poetic 

engagements with Andromache, those of Byron and Baudelaire, set in the wider iconography of this once 

hyper-represented figure of maternity. 
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Miranda Stanyon's research centres on English and German literary culture in the long eighteenth century. She holds a 

doctorate from Queen Mary University of London and was a Junior Research Fellow at Christ's College, Cambridge, 

before taking up a tenured lectureship in the Department of Comparative Literature at King's College London in 2015. 

She returned to Australia in 2020 and is currently undertaking an ARC DECRA at the University of Melbourne with a 

project on Romantic-era receptions of the Trojan woman Andromache. Her publications include Resonding the Sublime 

(University of Pennsylvania Press, 2021) and the co-edited collection Music and the Sonorous Sublime in European 

Culture (Cambridge University Press, 2020). 

PATRICK GRAY 

University of Austin 

Shakespeare and the Power of the Common Stage 

A defining feature of Continental philosophy after Hegel is robust interest in the role of others in acquiring 

self-knowledge. We do not come to know ourselves through isolated reasoning or bare sensory input but 

instead through dialogue and interaction. As a result, how we see ourselves is inextricable from our 

intersubjective awareness of how we are seen.  

To borrow a term from Althusser, our self-definition is always to some extent 'interpellated' by other 

interpretations of our behaviour foisted upon us by the world at large: interpretations which may be less than 

flattering. In his Roman plays, Shakespeare represents suicide as an attempt to avoid this kind of 

redefinition. Internally, he suggests, we do have some capacity to resist the imposition of externally produced 

definitions. Narcissism allows us some degree of intentional solipsism, limiting our sources of information 

about ourselves.  

Unlike later Romantics, Shakespeare sees this tendency as dangerous. But he also recognises its potential 

intractability. Even when confronted with evidence of their misdeeds, characters such as Falstaff cannot be 

compelled to repent. The freedom of the individual to disregard a proffered "mirror up to nature" limits the 

power of the common stage to serve as a force for moral edification. 

Professor Patrick Gray is Dean of Arts and Letters at the University of Austin. He is the author of Shakespeare and the 

Fall of the Roman Republic, editor of Shakespeare and the Ethics of War, and co-editor of Shakespeare and 

Renaissance Ethics and Shakespeare and Montaigne. 

PHILOSOPHY AND POETRY, PANEL 2  

Chair: Andrew Benjamin 

Presenters: Justin Clemens, Diana Barnes and Joe Hughes 

Monday, Parallel Session 2 

JUSTIN CLEMENS 

University of Melbourne 

Milton's Symposium 

As David Quint memorably sums up the import of John Milton's great poem: 'The message of Paradise Lost 

is: make love, not war. The poem that pretends to begin the epic tradition by retelling events that preceded 

those of all earlier epics would also end the epic genre by condemning its traditional subject matters, war 

and empire.' Love is the drug, then: when Adam chooses Eve over God, this disastrous consummation of the 

Fall is simultaneously an anticipation of Christian supersessionism, whereby Christ comes to overturn the 

letters of the (Hebraic) law with love. The human choice against God will be resolved by God choosing 

against God himself as a human. In addition to epic poetry and Jewish legalism, the paradoxical negativities 

of love will also have to be directed against philosophy too. Here Plato will be the great enemy, especially 
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given his own discussions of love. This paper will examine some of the complexities of Milton's loving assault 

on the Platonic model. 

Justin Clemens FAHA works at the intersection of literary studies, psychoanalysis and contemporary European 

philosophy. He is also a published poet. 

Among his scholarly publications are Barron Field in New South Wales (Melbourne UP 2023), co-authored with Thomas 

H. Ford; and Psychoanalysis is an Antiphilosophy (Edinburgh UP 2013). His poetry books include A Foul Wind (Hunter 

2022), and The Mundiad (Hunter 2013), the latter shortlisted for the Kenneth Slessor Prize. He was elected Fellow of the 

Australian Academy of the Humanities in 2023. 

DIANA BARNES  

University of New England 

Neostoic Retreat in Katherine Philips' Poems (1664/7) 

Writing to Poliarchus, as she called her friend Sir Charles Cotterell, Katherine Philips declared herself 

opposed to stoicism. She wrote "I [...] could never govern my passions by the Lessons of the Stoicks, who at 

best rather tell us what we should be, than teach us how to be so; they shew the Journey's end, but leave us 

to get thither as we can." To fill this lack, she turned to Christianity for its "excellent Lessons" on attaining 

contentment. Philips ostensibly distances herself from classical stoicism here, only to piece together a 

conventional Christianised neostoic philosophical compromise. This paper will consider how Philips 

represented this tension in her poetry, giving particular attention to the idea of quietist retreat. 

Diana G. Barnes is a Senior Lecturer in English Literary Studies at the University of New England, Armidale, New South 

Wales. Her field of research is early modern literature with a particular interest in gender and intellectual history. Her 

book‚ Epistolary Community in Print, 1580-1664 was published with Ashgate in 2013. Currently she is completing a 

contracted book The Early Modern Bubble and midway in an ARC Discovery Project on Early Modern Women's 

engagement with stoicism.   

JOE HUGHES 

University of Melbourne 

Dante, Auerbach, and the Judgment of God 

Auerbach underlines, from his early monograph on Dante to "Figura" to Mimesis, that the figural method is 

linked to the structure of divine judgment. It is only from the point of view of one's definitive position in 

eternity that one's creaturely, secular being can become worthy of serious representation. The Comedy, he 

writes, "captures the fullest intensity of [a person's] individual earthly-historical being and identifies it with the 

ultimate state of things." On this model, however, God's judgment itself becomes inexplicable: the ultimate 

state of things is at odds with the actual state of things.  

This conflict defines the Inferno, but in the Paradiso, this contradiction no longer exists. There is no longer a 

rift between appearance and reality, and the characters themselves seem to have known this already in their 

earthly existence. The aim of this paper is simply to sharpen this rift between two modes of divine judgment 

and two earthy experiences of that judgment. There must be a splitting of judgment itself: a judgment in 

which appearance is reality and another in which appearance hides reality and allows it only to be revealed 

in another world. 

Joe Hughes is a Senior Lecturer in English and Theater Studies at the University of Melbourne. He has written widely on 

contemporary European thought. His most recent book is Philosophy After Deleuze (Continuum: 2012); his current 

project is a history of the scenic form of the European novel. Research and teaching interests include the history of 

criticism, history of the novel, theories of media and theories of literature. 
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PHILOSOPHY AND POETRY, PANEL 3  

Chair: Andrew Benjamin 

Presenters: Lillian Philips, Lucy Van, Andrew Benjamin 

Monday, Parallel Session 3 

LILLIAN PHILIPS 

University of Melbourne 

Bataille Hating / Loving / Poetry 

The last book published by Georges Bataille before his death - L’Impossible (The Impossible, 1962) - was a 

return. To be precise, it was a re-issue, of 1947's La Haine de la poésie (The Hatred of Poetry), which begins 

with an 'invocation à la chance '('invocation to chance'). What does it mean for us to think a philosophy of 

poetry that begins with chance, begins with play? Bataille's intervention into the history of thought depends 

on his particular breed of definitional play; so, in this paper I want to pick through the overflow of Bataillean 

haine, poésie, and chance, moving from the original drafts of The Hatred of Poetry to the final edition of The 

Impossible. Bataille intends for poésie to be the purest sacrifice-of-words, an operation of self-negation 

which generates its own hatred, and mirrors his conception of a philosophy which doubles, and then negates 

itself to become nonsense-but which, crucially, remains bound to the first philosophical term. Although both 

poetry and philosophy fail in their efforts towards liberation, and return to the domain of homogenous 

language, there is worth in considering the poetic-philosophical relation while directed towards what Bataille 

called 'the unknown painted in blinding colours, in the image of the sun.' That is, facing the horizon. 

Lillian Philips is completing an honours degree in literary studies at the University of Melbourne. Her thesis is on the 

relationship between philosophy and literature in the work of Georges Bataille. 

LUCY VAN 

University of Melbourne 

About the House: From Marvell to the 'The Melbourne Suburbs where the House  
Prices Rise' 

The 17th century that witnessed the proliferation of climactic, schismatic, and apocalyptic English national 

events is the same century that witnessed the proliferation of lyric poetry in the English language. The 

question for tumultuous times seems to be not what happens next, but what is happening now? This was 

emphatically a question for lyric, rather than narrative art, if we grant that now is less the fleeting point within 

a temporal sequence than the event that occurs in language, inside poems.  

Perhaps more surprising is the subgenre of poetry, the English country house poem (generally understood 

as a category of locodescriptive poetry), that briefly flourished in the 17th century but, according to the 

scholarship, has been seen rarely since. The genre epitomises ideas and values that make the literature of 

this era distinct: praise of the human dynasty ('house') mixes with praise with of the physical house, and the 

description of physical qualities function as the external correlative for the moral qualities of the owner, which 

implicitly justify their prolonged tenure. But how was this poetry expressive of the nation's sense of crisis, its 

what is happening now? What made it come about, and what made it go? 

We live in a different time and place in 21st century Australia. But there are echoes here and now, held in the 

English language we use as a result of colonial settlement's prolonged tenure. In this paper, I will draw 

attention to some of the poetries and mythologies I argue are deposited in our language about the house. 

Using the exemplary country house poem, Andrew Marvell's 'Upon Appleton House' as a launching point, I 

will examine some examples of contemporary writing of the house in real estate discourse to propose a 

poetic, which is to say, locodescriptive explanation for the hyperbolic praising of the physical house that 
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occurs precisely at the time of the national housing crisis. What can a For Sale sign tell us about what is 

happening now, in our own tumultuous times? 

This paper is part of a larger project that examines the phenomenon of real estate as a major and enduring 

site of public discourse in Australia. The project suggests that Australia's property discourse, even in its 

ordinariness, is an extreme event of language - as the abiding rhetoric of 'boom' and 'crisis' suggest - and 

can therefore be better understood both with and as poetry. 

Lucy Van is a Lockie Fellow at the University of Melbourne, where she also teaches literary studies. Her first poetry 

collection, The Open (Cordite 2021), was longlisted for the Stella prize. With Anne Maxwell, her new book is Australian 

Women's Historical Photography: Other Times, Other Views (Anthem 2024). 

ANDREW BENJAMIN 

University of Melbourne 

Can there be Excessive Kissing? Notes on Catullus 5 

For philosophy to be productive the relation between the calculable and the incalculable is its necessary 

point of departure. The point of contestation concerns how the nature of the relation is conceived. Due to the 

dominance of instrumentality that relation often remains unthought. One way in which it can be approached, 

and here a reference to Heidegger is ineliminable, is via that use of language that is constrained to resist the 

reduction of language to the mere conveyor of information, namely the language of poetry. Catullus 5 stages 

the moment in which number becomes the incalculable and then with the emergence of number’s limit what 

is demanded is an engagement with that which of necessity eschews calculation. 

Andrew Benjamin is an Honorary Professorial Fellow in the Faculty of Arts at the University of Melbourne and Emeritus 

Professor of Philosophy at Monash University. 

NEW HEGEL READINGS: PANEL 1 

Chair: Gregory Marks 

Presenters: Anna Ploug and Lachlan Wells 

Tuesday, Parallel Session 4 

ANNA CORNELIA PLOUG 

University of Copenhagen 

Hyppolite, Hegel and the French Legacy of "Logical Concreteness" 

In this paper, I explore a logical rather than existential-phenomenological legacy of Hegel's dialectic of 

abstract and concrete in the context of the "turn to the concrete" in French philosophy around the 1940's 

through, most prominently, a reading of Hyppolite's Logic and Existence attentive to the idea of logical 

concreteness as the combining of structural complexity with a genetic dimension.  

When Jean Hyppolite in the preface to his 1946 translation of the Phenomenology programmatically states 

that Hegel's philosophy comprises 'a conquering of the concrete', this should be taken in a double sense. On 

the one hand, that Hegel's philosophy encompasses the ideal to 'measure philosophical thought according to 

what is other than itself, of searching for this thought in its nascent state in non-philosophy' (Figures, 1971). 

In other words, the overcoming of abstract and detached philosophical discourse. On the other hand, that 

Hegel makes the concreteness of concept formation a question of logical form, rather than let it rely on an 

empirical or experiential content. I argue that this legacy points to a particularly fruitful moment in French 

philosophy which is often overlooked in favour of the focus on Kojève's anthropological reading of Hegel and 

the project of "concretising philosophy". 
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PhD about the notion of logical concreteness in Hegel and its French afterlife in the philosophies of Gaston Bachelard, 

Jean Hyppolite, Simone de Beauvoir and Jacques Martin. Postdoc at the University of Copenhagen, working on 

challenge-based inquiry and critical methods. 

LACHLAN WELLS 

University of Melbourne 

Two Readings of a Reading of Hegel: Paul Ricœur and Jean Wahl’s Reviews of Jean 
Hyppolite’s Logic and Existence 

In an unpublished review of Henri Niel’s 1945 De la mediation dans la philosophie de Hegel, Hyppolite writes 

that “to understand philosophy today, it is – it would be – necessary to know Hegel, even if to leave him 

behind.” But “Hegel” comes in many shapes, and can be known in many different ways. What aspects, then, 

of whose Hegels, were and are so vital to the comprehension of post-war French philosophical scene?  

In this paper, I sketch one possible answer to this question, turning to Jean Wahl’s 1953 and Paul Ricœur’s 

1955 reviews of Hyppolite’s 1953 Logic and Existence. My reading centres on an overarching point of 

criticism both raise: the impossibility, they claim, of completely reducing the human in and to an impersonal 

logos of Being. Rather than refute this criticism, I would like to explicate it, using it to suggest a more 

complicated story about the stakes and reception of Hyppolite’s Hegel’s putative “antihumanism.” My 

overarching claim, in fact, is that Hyppolite himself was not so convinced, and that it is possible to read 

Hyppolite’s later work as attempting to re-think the relation between human reflection and being’s self-

reflection, between human language and the language of being. 

Lachlan Wells is a Graduate Research Teaching Fellow at the University of Melbourne. He is currently working on a PhD 

thesis on the philosophy of Jean Hyppolite. 

NEW APPLICATIONS OF SELLARS’ PHILOSOPHY: PANEL 1 

Chairs: Cathy Legg, Vincent Lê 

Presenters: Daniel Sacilotto, Reza Negarestani and Carl Sachs  

Tuesday, Parallel Session 4 

DANIEL SACILOTTO  

California Institute of the Arts 

The Structure of Natural Reason: Convergent Realism and Categorial Projection 

This paper proposes to assess Sellars’ broadly Peircean “convergent realist” strategy in the pursuit of 

scientific realism coeval with a naturalist epistemology. Focusing on Jay F. Rosenberg’s extension of this 

aspect of Sellars’ philosophy, I argue that convergent realism is best understood as part of an attempt to 

formalise the dialectics of scientific change and progress, resisting the anti-realist consequences that are 

often said to follow from instrumentalist or historicist approaches that emphasise the radical 

incommensurability between successive concepts and theories, e.g. Kuhn’s analysis of the logic of “scientific 

revolutions” as involving the transition between qualitatively disparate “paradigm shifts.” In this context, I 

read convergent realism in continuity with contemporary structural realist approaches in the philosophy of 

science, so as to develop a broadly model-theoretic account of structural preservation across diachronic 

theoretical changes. At the same time, I indicate that it is necessary to coordinate an account of 

mathematical-structural preservation with an account of semantic-structural preservation across theories.  

To do show this, I coordinate Rosenberg’s extension of the convergent realist strategy with Johanna Seibt’s 

reconstruction of Sellars’ method of categorial projection. 

Daniel Sacilotto teacher in the Critical Studies department at The California Institute of the Arts, and in the Arts and 

Design department at California State University San Bernardino. His research focuses on the relation between realism 

and utopianism in contemporary European philosophy and postcolonial Latin America. He is the author of Universality 
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and Utopia: the 20th Century Peruvian Socialist Indigenista Tradition (2023, Anthem Press), Structure and Thought: 

Toward a Theory of Representational Cognition (2024, Northwestern Press). 

REZA NEGARESTANI 

The New Centre for Research & Practice 

Descartes’s Heated Enlightenment and the Fate of the Scientific Image 

This presentation puts forward an account of Descartes’s mature philosophy in the vein of initiating a stark 

philosophical movement called Enlightenment that posed the greatest challenge to the well-worn edifice of 

Aristotelian scholasticism where philosophy started to be treated as natural and pseudo-physical science. 

Discounting the philosophical caricatures of Descartes advanced by the likes of Hobbes, Kant and even 

Sellars (through his Kantian reading of Descartes), this presentation introduces Descartes as a progenitor of 

the Enlightenment and a philosophical prophet who foresaw the concrete dangers of a philosophy that 

strives to become a science in the vein of physical and natural sciences.  

By presenting the more mature Descartes of which Kant knew nothing, we shall arrive at an ambitious 

version of philosophy which attempts to forgo the attenuation of its original scholastic Aristotelian impulses. It 

will become more of a neo-scholastic philosophical take on science where science will eventually break (i.e., 

science itself will ultimately break apart) or go through a severe series of crises (a la Husserl) whose social, 

economic and political consequences are nothing short of a disaster - especially with the advent of an 

artificial intelligence couched in terms of vague socio-political, scientific and political tendencies whose 

origins have hardly been questioned in earnest. 

Reza Negarestani is a philosopher. He has contributed extensively to journals and anthologies and lectured at numerous 

international universities and institutes. His current philosophical project is focused on rationalist universalism beginning 

with the evolution of the modern system of knowledge and advancing toward contemporary philosophies of rationalism, 

their procedures as well as their demands for special forms of human conduct. He is the author of Cyclonopedia 

(re.press, 2008) and Intelligence and Spirit (MIT Press, Urbanomic, 2018). 

CARL SACHS 

Marymount University 

How Historical Materialism Explains the Myth of the Given 

Wilfrid Sellars’s critique of what he called “the Myth of the Given” is central to his project of naturalising and 

historicising rational cognition. An intellectually satisfying account of the history of cognition requires 

understanding it as a part of the history of animal life on this planet. The history of symbolic forms – including 

mathematics and science – is itself part of the history of animal cognition. However, Sellars does not 

articulate a historical and naturalistic account of how the myth of the Given arose in the first place. I shall 

argue that here this missing step in Sellars’s account can be supplied by an argument from the Marxist 

philosopher Alfred Sohn-Rethel. On Sohn-Rethel’s account of the origins of class society, an early turning 

point was the separation of intellectual labor from manual labor. The specialists in intellectual labor came to 

see their activity as different in kind from, and epistemically superior to, that of manual laborers. The Myth of 

the Given arose when intellectual laborers attempted to satisfy the demand for cognitive friction in terms of a 

special kind of discourse. By using Sohn-Rethel’s historical materialist critique of epistemology to 

complement Sellars, we can understand the origins of the Myth of the Given in historical materialist terms. 

Carl B. Sachs joined Marymount University as an Assistant Professor in 2015. In his teaching, he draws on a plurality of 

philosophical traditions to demonstrate the contemporary relevance of philosophy and the humanities. His current 

research project consists of understanding knowledge, thought, and values in terms of organisms whose cognitive and 

motivational systems were shaped by evolutionary processes. Sachs is the author of Intentionality and the Myths of the 

Given (Routledge 2015) and several articles and invited book chapters. 
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NEW HEGEL READINGS: PANEL 2 

Chair: Gregory Marks  

Presenters: Gregory Marks and Brendan Duncan-Shah 

Tuesday, Parallel Session 5 

GREGORY MARKS 

La Trobe University 

Why Is Hegel So Bad at Illustrating His Points? 

The preface to Hegel's Phenomenology of Spirit is littered with images that don't quite conform to their 

concepts: The work's historical moment is presented in mixed metaphors as a scene lit at once by daybreak, 

dusk, and lightning; organic and mechanical analogies are juxtaposed with polemics against the discourses 

of anatomy and computation; even the work's speculative form is badly illustrated in musical terms as a 

harmony in which rhythm and metre meet as thesis, antithesis, and synthesis. In each case, these images 

not only fail to clarify Hegel's argument but make it harder to grasp by reducing the complexity of his 

exposition to simplistic figures.  

So why does Hegel keep misrepresenting his own points? A reflexively Hegelian answer is that these are 

cases of representational thinking (Vorstellung) soon to be discarded for properly conceptual thought 

(Vernunft), but this easy distinction is at odds with Hegel's defence of 'picture-thinking' as an educational 

aide in these same pages. Instead, this paper diagnoses in these misrepresentations the central stylistic 

problems of the Phenomenology: How to explain in abstract a philosophy aimed against abstraction? And, 

how to exposit an absolute knowledge in which even partial, one-sided, and erroneous forms of thought are 

necessary? 

Dr. Gregory Marks is a writer and researcher living on Dja Dja Wurrung country. He completed his PhD in 2020 at La 

Trobe University. His thesis was on the Gothic narratives and posthuman nightmares of Thomas Pynchon's novels. His 

recent publications include "Apocalypse Never: Walter Benjamin, the Anthropocene, and the Deferral of the End" in 

SFRA Review (2021) and 'This is Not Your World:' Extinction and Utopia in Nausicaä of the Valley of the Wind" in Gothic 

Nature Journal (2023). He has presented locally and internationally on critical and literary theory, ecological fiction, and 

the philosophy of history. 

BRENDAN DUNCAN-SHAH 

Hegel's Theory of Logical Form: A New (?) Reading of Hegel's Dialectic 

Hegel's discussion of dialectic in sections 79-81 of the Encyclopaedia Logic constitues one of the very few 

places in his corpus where the concept of dialectic is treated directly and systematically, despite the 

observation-surely true-that dialectic is operative in every instance of Hegel's thought. In these sections 

dialectic is introduced as one of the 'three moments of everything logically real', alongside the 'abstract' and 

the 'speculative'; together, these are taken by Hegel to comprise the 'form' of the 'logical' in general. This 

paper attempts to reconstruct Hegel's concept of dialectic with due attention to this context. It aims to provide 

not only an exegesis, but an account according to which Hegel's concept of dialectic (and with it his concept 

of logical form) is seen as philosophically compelling in its own right. 

Brendan Duncan-Shah is a student of philosophy working on Boonwurrung and Wurundjeri land. He was written and 

presented in various places at various times on the philosophy of G.W.F Hegel and on certain strands within the Indian 

philosophical tradition, in particular on Madhyamaka Buddhist philosophy. 
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NEW APPLICATIONS OF SELLARS’ PHILOSOPHY: PANEL 2 

Chairs: Cathy Legg, Vincent Lê 

Presenters: Matthew Abbott, Vincent Lê, Alice Nilsson 

Tuesday, Parallel Session 5 

MATHEW ABBOTT 

Federation University 

Global Heating and Human Action:  Labour, Intention, Compulsion 

This paper draws on G. E. M. Anscombe and Karl Marx to elucidate the intentional structure of ecologically 

destructive economic activity. The paper argues we can read Marx on labour in Anscombian terms: labour is 

an activity to which the question 'Why?' has a particular kind of application. Bringing Anscombe's 

intentionalism to bear on Marx's naturalism, we find that self-conscious labour is an organismic activity with a 

formally distinct structure; in labour we express what we share with all other organisms as well as our 

difference from them.  

As a voluntary but unintentional activity, ecological destruction is the 'antecedently known concomitant result 

of one's intentional action, so that one could have prevented it if one would have given up the action; but it is 

not intentional: one rejects the question 'Why?' in its connexion' (Intention, §49). Labouring under what 

Søren Mau calls the compulsion of valorisation means seeing the question 'Why?' lose application to one's 

labour, just as it does to carbon emissions. Ecological crisis gives urgency to the Sellarsian task of joining 

the manifest and scientific images: establishing a rational metabolism with nature would mean coming to 

know, and learning to inhabit, a permanently disrupted Earth system. 

Mathew Abbott is Senior Lecturer in Humanities at Federation University Australia. His research draws on figures from 

modern European philosophy to engage contemporary debates in politics and aesthetics. His current project is on the 

implications of self-consciousness for ecology and the place of our species in nature. Mathew is the editor of Michael 

Fried and Philosophy: Modernism, Intention, and Theatricality (Routledge 2018). He is the author of Abbas Kiarostami 

and Film-Philosophy (Edinburgh 2016) and The Figure of This World: Agamben and the Question of Political Ontology 

(Edinburgh 2014). He is President of the FedUni Branch of the NTEU. 

VINCENT LÊ 

Truth Wars: Neurath Contra Carnap, Negarestani Contra Brassier 

Carnap is commonly associated with his early logical positivism that conceives truth as correspondence to 

empirical reality. It is often forgotten that, due to Otto Neurath's criticisms, Carnap eventually reconceived 

truth as being determined by the social rules for what different communities count as true. Carnap is thus a 

precursor to inferentialists like Sellars and Brandom rather than verificationists like Dennett. It is even less 

known that the Marxist Neurath would again criticise Carnap's inferentialism: While Carnap now correctly 

emphasised the social conditions of truth, his purely formal understanding of social practices ignored how 

class relations distort those practices.  

Flashforward to the emergence in the 2010s of continental Sellarsians like Reza Negarestani and Ray 

Brassier. Both were anti-rationalists before discovering Sellars and becoming full-blown rationalists. But they 

have not completely abandoned their continental leanings as they both argue the inferentialist analysis of 

social practices must be supplemented with the Marxist emphasis on class. Tracing the debates between 

Carnap and Neurath and Negarestani and Brassier, this paper contends that the latter restage this early 

moment in analytic philosophy where a dialogue between Marxist continental philosophy and analytic 

philosophy was possible before all ties were severed during the Red Scare. 

Vincent Lê is a philosopher and recent PhD graduate from Monash University. He has taught philosophy at Monash 

University, Deakin University, and The Melbourne School of Continental Philosophy. His writing can be found in 
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Urbanomic, Hypatia, and Cosmos and History, among other publications. He is also a founding editor of the cultural 

theory publishing house Index Press. His research focuses on the philosophy of intelligence at the intersection of 

economics, artificial intelligence, and the post-Kantian transcendental tradition. His first book The Future in the Making is 

forthcoming with Punctum Books. 

ALICE NILSSON 

Flinders University 

The Critique of 'Limits' in Neorationalist Thought 

This paper explores the way in which 'limits' are understood in Neorationalist philosophy (in particular the 

work of Ray Brassier, Peter Wolfendale, and Patricia Reed). It argues that Ray Brassier's recent work on 

Hegel can operate as a theoretical grounding for the general Neorationalist critique of philosophies of 

finitude, and the roadblocks which 'giveness' imposes upon the act of thinking-in particular, the act of thinking 

the future or the possible. In particular, I argue that Brassier's work on Hegel gives us a long needed attempt 

to provide an account of the undoing of (human) non-epistemic limits which can ground the 'rationalist 

inhumanism' which arises from the 'unmooring' of our thought from the environmental limits of the present. 

Alice Nilsson is a philosopher working in so-called Australia. She works on 18th to 20th Century French and German 

thought, as well as its contemporary reception. 

NEW APPLICATIONS OF SELLARS’ PHILOSOPHY: PANEL 3 

Chairs: Cathy Legg, Vincent Lê 

Presenters: Catherine Legg and Aiden Meyer, Federico Nieto, and Dionysis Christias 

Tuesday, Parallel Session 6 

CATHERINE LEGG AND AIDEN MEYER 

Deakin University 

A Scientific Table of Judgments? Sellars’ Metaphysical Methodology 

This presentation explores the idea that Sellars differs greatly from mainstream 20th century philosophy in 

taking seriously the need for philosophical categories, over and above the  ‘first-order’ properties which 

philosophers working in Quine’s lineage assume exhaust being. Moreover, Sellars showcases a naturalist 

philosophical methodology which is capable of interrogating and improving the philosophical categories 

inherent in our current manifest image, for reasons which are scientific. We explore and critique the specific 

non-representationalist sense that Sellars awards the scientific nature of his metaphysical inquiry through his 

own test case for it – his process ontology. 

Catherine Legg teaches philosophy at Deakin University in Melbourne. Her main research interests lie in philosophies of 

mind, language, and logic, where she explores the distinctive contributions of American pragmatism. She has further 

research interests in artificial intelligence and education. In 2008, she single-handedly inaugurated the field of 'cat 

metaphysics', which remains something of a niche area.  

https://philpeople.org/profiles/cathy-legg 

Aiden recently completed an honours degree at Deakin with a thesis on ontic structural realism, and is currently in the 

process of applying for a doctorate in philosophy. His research interests include philosophy of physics (particularly the 

philosophy of quantum field theory and quantum gravity), general philosophy of science, metaphysics, political economy, 

Wilfrid Sellars and Spinoza. 
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FEDERICO NIETO 

The New Centre for Research & Practice 

On Lebensformen and the Normative Patterning of Cruelty 

In the following paper we propose an approach to what could be tentatively called a Sellarsian-Marxist ethics 

which has as its purpose a dissection about practices of cruelty which are to be considered here as 

embedded within socially mediated patterns (Sellars, 1974). This meaning that practices of cruelty against 

alterity or against otherness (Adorno, 1966) are to be found within minimally or given prescriptive-

representationalist account of experience (McDowell, 2009) enacted by social agents and are not merely 

irrational or blind to self-reflection/banal (Arendt, 1963).  

For this we will review the concept of lebensformen or forms of life as articulated by Wittgeinstein, focusing 

on lebensformen as a ground-level logical framework of cultural and social practices (Siquiera, 2022 - Floyd, 

2016) which foreground cruelty as enveloped within rational constraints: cruelty is embedded in what we as 

social agents act-out as 'bare-life' (Agamben, 2013) within the intersection of capitalism as the production of 

experience and its modulation by its corresponding jurisdictional apparatuses of enforcement (Althusser, 

2014 - Jaehggi, 2018 - Bensusan, 2024). We will suggest a posible exit from cruelty played out in 'bare-life', 

and how patterns as being ideologically interpellated (Caron, 2024) can be sublated onto a form of normative 

ethics that can ambush the givenness of patterns as ideological necessity. 

Independent researcher and MA in Philsophy from the National University of Colombia. Researcher at The New Centre 

For Research & Practice under the Critical Philosophy Program. Currently researching about cruelty as a normative 

imperative underlying human and artificial cognition and the critique of forms of life. 

DIONYSIS CHRISTIAS 

Academy of Athens 

Ideology as the Reification of Normative Force 

How can the Pittsburgh school contribute to our understanding of ideology? Although the issue of ideology is 

not explicitly discussed by Sellars, McDowell or Brandom, we can find in Sellars theoretical resources for 

understanding ideology in the most general sense of the term. These are, a) his well-known notion of the 

myth of the Given and b) his (not so well-known) conception of normativity as expressing embodied 

generalisations ‘which tend to make themselves true’ (Sellars 1949). It will be suggested that the myth of the 

Given is an essential feature of ideology in its most general form. Moreover, Sellars’ understanding of 

normativity as expressing ‘living commitments’ that ‘tend to make themselves true’, makes normativity 

something that functions similarly to a self-fulfilling prophecy, and this also reveals its intimate connection to 

the phenomenon of ideology.  

To show this, we shall draw upon Kukla’s (2000) suggestion that at the core of the function of ideology lies a 

misrecognised attempt to make a certain fact true by treating (‘recognising’) it as always already binding. 

This Althusserian conception of ideology seems to be foreshadowed in Sellars’ conception of normativity as 

lived commitments that tend to make themselves true. For, to misrecognise something by actually treating it 

as always already binding (as ‘Given’) is a very efficient way to gradually bring it about (‘make it true’) in 

empirical reality in collective pattern-governed behavior. 

Dionysis Christias is Research Associate Professor at the Research Center for Greek Philosophy of the Academy of 

Athens. He is also the Research Director of a 3-year funded research project entitled: The Philosophical Implications of 

Cognitive Neuroscience: Overcoming the Representation Wars. He received his Ph.D. from University of Athens in 2010. 
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TECHNICS AND TIME - POST-STRUCTURALISM PRAXIS: PANEL 1  
RETURNING TO JUDGMENT  

Chair: Christopher O’Neill 

Speakers: Dan Ross, Benoit Dillet, Conor Heaney 

Author response: Ben Turner 

Wednesday, Parallel Session 7 

TECHNICS AND TIME - POST-STRUCTURALISM PRAXIS, PANEL 2 
BERNARD STIEGLER’S ŒUVRE  

Chair: Christopher O’Neill 

Presenters: Ben Nunquam, Ashley Woodward, Haipei Zhang and Christopher O’Neill  

Wednesday, Parallel Session 8 

BEN NUNQUAM 

Federation University 

A (Nonhu)man of Certain Quality: Stiegler and Animality 

"In Plato's Protagoras, we find Epimetheus tasked by Zeus to give animals their 'qualities', dunameis 

[δυνάμεις]. Epimetheus distributes qualities in a compensatory fashion: relative to the weaknesses of each 

species. Once Epimetheus gets around to humans, however, he has 'expended' katanalōsas [καταναλώσας] 

his reserves, saving nothing for mortals. Thus unequipped, humankind must compensate for divine 

negligence. 

Stiegler's interpretation of the myth concerns memory and forgetting as a pharmakon. The primordial 

condition of originary forgetting casts humans into a 'default of being, having yet to begin being' (TT1 pp. 

114-15). Human origins are outside ourselves; technics redresses Epimetheus' fault. Yet, the animal arrives 

with a set origin, means to live, and a predestined role set by the Epimetheus' gifts. On this account, animals 

are beings with fixity. What are the consequences of this assumption and what is Stiegler's theory of 

animality? 

Stiegler's writings on animality are incomplete. The tome dedicated to it: Veux-tu devenir mon ami? never 

appeared (cf. Stiegler 2013; 2017). In shorter texts, Stiegler credits this idea predetermined animality. 

However, this assumption exposes parallel dangers in the ideology of consumer capitalism. 21st century 

ethological and marketing sciences developed concurrently with views about fixed behaviours. I call theses 

on fixed qualities: 'Epimethean'. In this paper I argue for a non-capitalist theory of animal dynamics against 

the Epimethean tendency. 

Ben Nunquam is a PhD student, casual academic and unionist at Federation University, Ballarat. 

ASHLEY WOODWARD 

University of Dundee 

Information and its Support: The Simondon-Stiegler Controversy  

The notion of information has had an uncomfortable place in Simondon's reception. While clearly being 

central to much of his work, many interpreters have largely ignored or side-lined it. In some of his last 

writings, Bernard Stiegler, one of Simondon's most illustrious inheritors, directly attacked this notion in 

Simondon's work. This paper aims to unpack and address this criticism. The crux of Stiegler's critique is that 

Simondon implies an idea of information independent of any support.  

For Stiegler, whose philosophy made the very possibility of thought hinge on an exterior inscription, this idea 

seems inadmissible. Moreover, Stiegler faults Simondon for not seeing the inherent dangers of calculative 

information theory which have led to all the problems of contemporary computational information capitalism. 
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Without denying the pertinence of Stiegler's critique of information capitalism, the paper offers a qualified 

defence of Simondon, arguing that for him there is no information without support, but neither is there any 

support prior to the informational processes which simultaneously produce it. Information and its support are 

individuated together, or in Stiegler's terms, there is a default of origin. 

Ashley Woodward is a Senior Lecturer in Philosophy at the University of Dundee. He was a founding member of the 

Melbourne School of Continental Philosophy, and is an editor of Parrhesia: A Journal of Critical Philosophy. His latest 

books include the second edition of The Bloomsbury Handbook of Existentialism (edited with Jack Reynolds and Felicity 

Joseph; 2024), a translation of Raymond Ruyer's Cybernetics and the Origin of Information (Rowman & Littlefield 2023), 

and, forthcoming from EUP, Lyotard's Philosophy of Art. 

HAIPEI ZHANG  

University of Melbourne 

Artificial Memory and the Pharmacology of Knowledge: A Stieglerian Study 

This study will investigate the role of technics in the formation of knowledge. In contemporary society, 

technology is at the centre of a significant contradiction: it brings possibilities for the preservation and 

dissemination of knowledge, but its tendency of industrialisation accelerates the destruction of knowledge. In 

this context, Bernard Stiegler provides a profound philosophical framework for the study of technics by 

analysing the interplay between memory, anticipation and attention. This study will inherit Stiegler's dynamic 

perspective on the negativity and positivity of technics, and reflect the classic texts of Marx, Husserl, 

Simondon and Derrida on knowledge. Considering the current development of digital technology and the 

challenges ahead, it is necessary to critically evaluate the solutions proposed by neuroscience and Marxist 

critical theories. The issue of technology is in fact the issue of knowledge, hence, the possibility of 

reinventing knowledge must be found in technics, which is also the mission for the future.  

I'm currently in the final year of my post-graduate study in the Media and Communications program. I'm working on a 

master thesis on Stiegler this year, particularly focusing on his theories of retentions and protentions, as well as 

pharmacology and criticisms of Marxism. I'm also interested in Stiegler's practices of economy of contribution. 

CHRISTOPHER O’NEILL 

Deakin University 

I Prefer the Letter (Derrida, 1984/Unpublished): On Jacques Derrida not Responding  
to Bernard Stiegler's 'Questions' (1984)  

In various lists of 'Interviews with Jacques Derrida' we find an intriguing early encounter with Bernard Stiegler 

- 1984's 'Questions à Jacques Derrida', published in the experimental arts journal 'Digraphe'. Despite the 

significance of each thinker in their own right, and in relation to each other's philosophical path, this interview 

has never been republished, or collected, or translated. This is probably because the encounter did not really 

take place. The 'interview', as published, was merely a set of questions - really more like six theses from 

Stiegler on Derrida's grammatology, in an era in which Stiegler argues that "all writing has 'become' media". 

After the first 'question', on the relation between doxa and paradox in Derrida's thought, Stiegler 'concedes' 

that "I'm not really expecting a response". Indeed, the piece features no reply from Derrida - Stiegler was 

essentially 'interviewing' an empty chair, as it were. And yet, buried in the Derrida archives at UC Irvine, we 

find that Derrida did in fact respond to Stiegler's questions. His reply, a letter beginning with the line 'I Prefer 

the Letter', was written several months too late - and indeed was ultimately never published. Here I consider 

the stakes of this non-encounter, as a kind of dress rehearsal for their later (non-)encounter in (non-)real-

time in 'Echographies of Television' (1996/2002). 

Christopher O'Neill is a Deakin Postdoctoral Research Fellow at the Alfred Deakin Institute for Citizenship and 

Globalization (ADI), where he studies the place of automation in contemporary biopower. Prior to his role at Deakin, he 

was a Postdoctoral Research Fellow at the Monash University node of the ARC Centre of Excellence for Automated 

Decision-Making and Society (ADM+S). He is currently working on a critical and comparative genealogy of the "human-

in-the-loop" in post-war Anglo-American and Francophone work studies. 
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MEDIATING THE IMMEDIATE, 
PANEL 1: IMMEDIACY, MEDIATION AND PHILOSOPHY 

Chair: Joeri Mol 

Presenters: Antonia Pont, Matt Keyter and Ruby Lowe 

Wednesday, Parallel Session 8 

ANTONIA PONT 

Deakin University 

Reading the Badiouian Evental Present with Derrida's Caution Regarding Immediacy  

Across his oeuvre, Derrida explores the dominance of a rhetoric and metaphysics of presence, modelling a 

caution regarding this tendency in Western thought. He identifies logical slippages pertaining to what passes 

as 'presentness', 'being-present', thus of the putative redemptive promises of an isolated mode that would be 

a presentness without mediation. In his work, Badiou mobilises the term 'present' for the purposes of 

characterising the temporality of the event. For him, the subject itself is defined as the mode 'according to 

which a body enters into a subjective formalism with regard to the production of a present', with this present 

being defined as 'a set of consequences in a world of an evental trace' (Logics of Worlds, 594 & 592, 

emphasis added).  

This paper seeks to revisit Badiouian presentness, thus defined, in order to emphasise how it is to be 

disambiguated from current contemporary rhetorical manoeuvres that mobilise a championing of 

'presentness'. Derrida's contributions regarding the binary of mediation/immediacy, as possible modes of 

imaginary time (in the Lacanian sense), may assist in positioning this Badiouian present as a Symbolic 

teetering on the brink of a Real, that is: sets of consequences which mark a sundering in a situation's time. 

Antonia Pont is Associate Professor at Deakin University in Writing, Literature and Culture. She publishes scholarly work, 

as well as fiction, creative nonfiction and poetry. She lives on unceded Wurundjeri country, in Naarm. 

MATT KEYTER 

Melbourne School of Continental Philosophy 

Intimacy Machines 

Our era, its signature afflictions - to use Byung-Chul Han's phrase - is defined by depression, anxiety and 

burnout; its Hero is the so-called achievement-subject of contemporary capitalism. What defines this 

''subject''? In a word: auto-exploitation, the problem of infarction over infection. Han has been criticised - in 

the wake of Covid-19 - for talking about a post-immunological condition. Whatever one might say about such 

things, Han is firmly situated in a tradition that seeks to explore psychological questions from a sphere 

independent of the imperium of the Law and Object (primal separation and lack), a tradition that rejects 

radical demarcations of endo- and exo-relationalities.  

The contours of a philosophical history of this sphere will be sketched. Drawing on the work of Peter 

Sloterdijk and Thomas Macho, the theme of mediation and immediacy in modern psychology (its schools) 

and its philosophical uptake, will be engaged. This is a history that includes figures as nominally different as 

Mesmer and Guattari. This ''surreal history'' is the history of ecstatic immanence. Selected terms to be 

explored from the work of Sloterdijk and Macho are (i) biune intimacy (ii) the noobject, (iii) eccentricity and 

perhaps, (iv) perichoresis. Ultimately, the paper will trace a philosophical critique of "developmental stage 

theory" and examine pre-objective mediality and the phenomenological notion of the With. 

Studied PPE at La Trobe. Board member of the MSCP since 2017. Director of the Festival of Para-Academia. 
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RUBY LOWE 

State Library of Victoria   

John Milton and the Desire for Immediacy in 17th Century England 

In 17th-century England there was desire for immediacy: the public began to demand the immediate news of 

the debates that occurred in parliament; definitions of "immediate propositions" were being slotted into 

updated editions of old logic textbooks; and the new experimentalist philosophers were discussing their new 

technological instruments in terms of immediacy. Perhaps the most fervent of all these debates were those 

occurring in field of theology with regard to "immediate revelation." The desire for immediacy in news media, 

pedagogy, natural philosophy and theology 1620s to the 1640s were registered in Milton's famous 

pedological tractate Of Education (1644) and his epic Paradise Lost (1667). When Adam inquires of Gabriel 

how angels have sex, he asks if they communicate purely by looks or if they engage in "virtual or immediate 

touch." Contemporary theorists, including Dan Sinykin (Columbia UP 2023) and Anna Kornbluh (Verso 

2024), are asking why we have seen a turn to immediacy now, this paper will provide the 17th century 

background to this 400-year-old desire for immediacy. 

Dr. Ruby Lowe is the John Emmerson Research Fellow at the State Library of Victoria and is working on 17th century 

history of freedom of speech. She completed her PhD at NYU and a post doc at UC Berkeley on Milton and popular print 

culture. She also publishes on the Australian Aboriginal novel, including coediting Kim Scott: Readers, Language, 

Interpretation (UWAP, 2019). 

MEDIATING THE IMMEDIATE 
PANEL 2: HISTORY OF IMMEDIACY AND MEDIATION 

Chair: Joeri Mol 

Presenter: Joeri Mol 

Wednesday, Parallel Session 9 

JOERI MOL 

University of Melbourne 

The Birth of the DJ: A Lacanian History of Mediated Immediacy in Electronic Music 

Today’s experience of electronic music at Ibiza’s famous raves or Berlin’s avantgarde clubs reveals little of 

the rich, complex, and indeed paradoxical history of this modern genre: eagerly anticipating the DJ’s next 

climactic build-up and subsequent drop, the crowd moves en masse, in a seemingly orchestrated fashion as 

if directed by a conductor whose every move is closely observed and prompts the next sequence of bodily 

motions. However familiar they might appear to us, these scenes are a far cry from the uncertain beginnings 

of electronic music. In fact, as this study will show, they are antithetical to it. In this paper, I will closely 

examine the ‘birth of the DJ’, revealing their haphazard emergence as a central figure around which this new 

genre started to revolve and cohere culturally.  

But unfortunately, and not unlike many unplanned conceptions, this birth was not only problematic and but 

even undesirable. Making use of Lacanian psychoanalysis, I will recount the peculiar history of electronic 

music, where in contradistinction to its conscious and express intentions, the genre could not survive without 

the institutionalisation of the DJ as the ‘Big Other’. Lacan’s (2001) Rimbaudian wager that ‘I is another’ is 

particularly pertinent for a music that – despite its avowal to ward off the manifestation of a subjugating social 

order – would slip into an almost slavish, mindless and automatic surrender to the figure of the DJ as ‘Big 

Other’, who as a proxy or effigy for social norms has come to dictate not just the bodily entrainment of 

massive crowds, but how the self is indeed derivative of and fully mediated by the Other. Thus, for Lacan we 

can only ever arrive at a mediated form of immediacy, not just of the world around us but also of ourselves. 

I research capitalist cosmologies taking a psychoanalytic perspective. I am particularly interested in how processes of 

financialisation drive new ways of subjectification and how price and value are brought into an (often) uneasy 

relationship. I am a co-director of COSM and a Senior-Lecturer in Organisation Studies at the University of Melbourne. I 

often lose sleep over the uncertain fate of the dusky hopping mouse. 



ASCP Conference 2-4 December 2024   35 

 

THEMATIC PANELS 

THE BIOPOLITICS OF EMERGING TECHNOLOGIES: HIDDEN HARMS, VALUES, AND DECISION-MAKING 

Chair: Angie Sassano/Christopher Mayes 

Presenters: Angie Sassano, Megan Moss and Pat McConville 

Monday, Parallel Session 2 

ANGIE SASSANO 

Monash University 

Producing Precarity: Thinking with Foucault to Untangle the Exploitative Labour  
of New Agri-tech 

With inconsistencies in labour markets said to affect global food production, new agricultural technologies - 

specifically through robotics and artificial intelligence (AI) - are working to increase the automation, efficiency, 

and productivity of agriculture. The growing attention paid to AI to respond to the labour demands of 

agriculture, however, raises significant ethical questions regarding precarity, control, and surveillance. 

Underlying these technological shifts in agriculture is a biopolitical technique of control, discipline, and 

domination which draws boundaries of life whereby some forms of life can be lived, and others are made to 

be disposable.  

This paper applies a Foucauldian lens to interrogate how precarious subjects are intentionally produced 

through the development of AI agriculture through relations of surveillance and harm to sustain a mode of 

productivist agriculture. Through a genealogy of agricultural automation, and a biopolitical analysis, I apply 

Foucault's oeuvre on power to the ethical issues of harms and exploitation that are constructed through the 

AI revolution of agriculture, exploring how certain bodies, practices, and knowledges are made to be 

in/visible. 

Dr. Angie Sassano is an interdisciplinary scholar with interests in the use of continental philosophy in applied and 

empirical settings that brings together work in philosophy, STS, history, and anthropology. Her work engages primarily 

with Foucauldian analytical toolkits to think through the power relations, subjectivities, and biopolitics of agriculture as it 

effects race, labour, and colonialism. 

MEGAN  MOSS 

Monash University 

The Unseen Influence: How Digital Farm Management Platforms Shape Behaviours  
and Decision-Making 

Digital farm management platforms are vertically integrated, data-driven tools that promise to improve 

support for farm operations, decision-making and farmer autonomy. These technologies use robust data, 

digital infrastructure and machine learning to inform a suite of precision tools, including harvest 

management, yield predictions, live equipment monitoring, and automatic crop health change detection. This 

talk aims to illuminate the hidden harms associated with technological innovation in digital farm management 

platforms.  

Data are often determined by external stakeholders, extracted from on-farm operations, and then leveraged 

back to farmers in a way that mediates their behaviours and shapes their decision-making. This scale of 

surveillance can be used to anticipate actions and contribute to technological 'lock-ins', therefore, deepening 

reliance on these precision tools. I argue this will likely undermine farmer autonomy and cede control to off-

farm stakeholders in increasingly subtle or obscured ways. As the agriculture industry rapidly adopts digital 

technologies, it is crucial to examine the potential negative impacts that may be concealed by the prevailing 

focus on efficiency and productivity. 

Megan is a PhD candidate in the School of Philosophy, Historical and International Studies at Monash University. Her 

current research focuses on the ethical and social implications of AI and robotics in agriculture. Megan is passionate 
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about interdisciplinary approaches to research and is committed to fostering ethical standards in the integration of 

emerging technologies. 

PAT MCCONVILLE 

Deakin University 

Bare Life, Organ Transplantation, and Normothermic Regional Perfusion 

There is a substantial gap between the number of transplant organs required and the number available. The 

procurement of most organs is only permitted from those who have died, and organ procurement itself is not 

to be the reason for the person’s death. 

One way to understand death is as the irreversible cessation of circulation of blood in the body of the person 

(“circulatory death”). The retrieval of viable organs following circulatory death is complex for many reasons, 

not least the propensity of organs to sustain damage when deprived of circulatory nutrition (perfusion). 

Normothermic Regional Perfusion (NRP) is a response to this complication. NRP is a means of artificially 

restoring the person’s blood and re-circulating it in a region of their body. Blood vessels to the head are tied 

in order that recirculation cannot restart brain function. 

In this paper, I survey views on this controversial technique. I use Giorgio Agamben’s notion of bare life to 

consider how NRP renders the status of potential donors indeterminate, as neither living nor dead. Along the 

same lines, I sketch some of the ways these persons are included and excluded from the law, both protected 

from and subject to violence. 

Pat McConville is a philosopher and bioethicist based in nipaluna Hobart, in lutruwita Tasmania. He is currently Lecturer 

in the School of Medicine, Deakin University. He has published and has research interests in the fields of 

phenomenology, bioethics, and aesthetics. He hosts the podcast Concept : Art (www.conceptart.fm), about the influence 

of art on philosophers' work. 

PERSPECTIVES ON THE EXISTENTIAL CONTINENTAL PHILOSOPHER LEV SHESTOV 

Chair: Marianna Parry 

Presenters: Marina Ogden, Ramona Fotiade, Marianna Parry 

Tuesday, Parallel Session 4 

MARINA OGDEN 

University of Glasgow 

Karl Jaspers and Lev Shestov on Philosophical Faith and Faith in Revelation. 

In his discussion on philosophical faith and faith in revelation, Jaspers defined revelation as 'a direct 

communication or act of God in space and time, definitely placed in history'. For Jaspers, the truth of 

revelation is established only by revelation itself. Acknowledging a correlation between philosophical faith 

and faith in revelation, Jaspers maintained that philosophy's supreme knowledge is that it does not know. In 

his account, which aspired for unity between the two visions, philosophy and faith in revelation are undivided 

in a thinker's mind. Comparably, for Shestov, the truth of revelation comes when one's worldview is 

transformed by the redeeming truth that has been revealed. Arguing for the incommensurability of faith and 

reason, Shestov drew a decisive line between the two types of faith. Similar to Jaspers, however, the 

philosopher's thought alluded to the possibility to 'go even further', employing apophatic patterns to disclose 

the ineffable. 

After completing a PhD on the philosophy of Lev Shestov at the University of Glasgow (2020), I have been conducting 

research in the position of Faculty Affiliate in the Department of Theology and Religious Studies, School of Critical 

Studies of the University of Glasgow and as Visiting Fellow, The Warburg Institute, School of Advanced Study, University 

of London. My first monograph, Lev Shestov's Angel of Death: Memory, Trauma and Rebirth was published by Peter 
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Lang in 2021. I'm currently working on my second book, provisionally titled 'Studies on Aby Warburg, Wassily Kandinsky 

and Lev Shestov: Renewal of Art'. 

RAMONA FOTIADE 

University of Glasgow 

Lev Shestov's Untimely Thoughts: Spiritual Transmission in Christian and Zen  
Philosophies of Existence 

Taking its cue from Nietzsche's reflections on "Schopenhauer as Educator" from the Untimely Meditations, 

this paper proposes to examine the transmission of unsystematic philosophy and inexpressible spiritual 

experience in Western European and East Asian philosophies of existence, by focussing on Shestov's 

Christian existential thought and the modern Zen philosophies of religion in the Kyoto School. In applying 

critical theory to recurrent tropes in Shetsov's existential philosophy and in modern Zen approaches to 

inexpressible personal experience, the central line of argument highlights the continued relevance of an 

alternative educational model for our understanding of inheritance and generational knowledge transfer. The 

critical theoretical paradigm which I intend to use in analysing the existential and Zen pedagogical model, is 

Deleuze and Guattari's (1987) 'rhizomatic thinking' which opposes the conventional linear and hierarchical 

transmission of knowledge from a central source, and the horizontal, diffuse circulation of ideas and paths of 

influence within a network. Some of the earliest formulations of the rhizomatic educational model can be 

found in the existential reappropriation of the emblematic figure of Socrates, and of the Socratic idea of the 

teacher. 

Ramona Fotiade is Reader in French at the University of Glasgow and Director of the Lev Shestov Studies Society. She 

is editor in chief of the Lev Shestov Journal. In 2016 she curated the retrospective exhibition Lev Shestov - The Thought 

from Outside at the Mairie du 6e in Paris, and edited the exhibition catalogue. She has prefaced and annotated four 

volumes from the new critical edition of Shestov's works in French, and the English edition of Athens and Jerusalem 

(published with Ohio University Press). Her other publications include: Conceptions of the Absurd, The Tragic Discourse, 

Du tragique à l'ineffable, Embodiment. 

MARIANNA PARRY 

Deakin University 

Lev Shestov as the Anti-Socrates of Our Times 

Despite his profound influence on the development of the XXth century's thought and existential movement, 

the philosopher Lev Shestov has evaded both public recognition and attention of scholars, at least until 

recently. Positioning Shestov as the Anti-Socrates of our times allows us to explore the similarities and 

differences between the immensely well-known ancient philosopher and the relatively obscure modern 

philosopher. Both philosophers have antagonised their contemporaries and suffered the punishment for 

questioning the prevailing philosophico-religious beliefs: Socrates was sentenced to death, Shestov was 

sentenced to obscurity. Both developed their distinctive methods of philosophical inquiry: the Socratic 

method and the Shestov method respectively. Both considered philosophy a lifelong preparation for death. 

However, where Socrates extolled reason, Shestov demolished it; where Socrates embraced disciples, 

Shestov scorned the very notion of discipleship; where Socrates promoted universal truth, Shestov denied its 

existence; where Socrates subordinated the powers of the gods to the Good, Shestov saw the Good as 

another idol and fought to have faith in the biblical God reinstated as the second dimension of thinking; 

where Socrates promoted dichotomies, Shestov strived beyond them. The comparison of these philosophers 

allows to reflect on the purpose of philosophy, on our times and on ourselves. 

Marianna is a lawyer running Parry & Associates Legal Services and a PhD Candidate (Philosophy), School of 

Humanities at Deakin University. She is also a co-director and a co-founder of Jack Parry Animation Studios. Her PhD 

thesis is on the philosophy of Lev Shestov. 
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AUSTRALIAN PHILOSOPHY AND THE SIGNIFICANCE OF PLACE 

Chair: Mitch Gilligan 

Presenters: Mitch Gilligan and Codie Condos Distratis 

Tuesday, Parallel Session 5 

MITCH GILLIGAN 

The University of Queensland 

Poetry, Place, and Existence: Thoughts on A.D. Hope's Australia.  

When once he was asked about what poetry could do for Australia, the poet A.D. Hope answered, "Oh, not 

much, merely justify its existence." Place has often been the subject and inspiration for poetry. Poetry, it 

seems, possess a kind of topological magic that brings a place to life, gives it meaning and contour, and 

sometimes even furnishes it as a home. In concert with the work of Australian thinkers and writers, I want to 

elaborate on A.D. Hope's statement by discussing the relation between poetry, place, and home and further, 

in line with the motivations of place-based thinking and the thought of an Australian philosophy, ask of 

poetry's ethical potential. 

Mitch Gilligan is a PhD candidate at the University of Queensland whose work focuses largely on topics to do with place. 

Main areas of interest include the intersection of place and value, place and ethics, and place and spirituality. 

CODIE PIA CONDOS DISTRATIS 

University of Queensland  

Plumwood, the Place and the Philosopher: Interpreting Val Plumwood's Philosophical 
Animism as a Wisdom of Love (of the Land) 

In this paper, I investigate the relationship between the forest and the philosopher Val Plumwood, focussing 

in particular on the development of her philosophical animism in the context of her life on Plumwood 

Mountain, New South Wales. Plumwood herself describes the relationship as a "strong relationship" to the 

extent that this place was not only her family, but was also like a partner to her, a sentiment that is perhaps 

reflected in her decision to "marry" the natural world by taking on the name of the signature species there, 

the Plumwood tree (Eucryphia moorei), after her split from Richard Sylvan (formerly Routley) in the early 

1980s. Plumwood, however, cautions against holding a reverence for only one place at the expense of the 

many, the "shadow places," that are often backgrounded and denied under the model of western dualism, 

but nevertheless continue to nourish and support our existence. She holds her love and care for Plumwood 

Mountain to the same philosophical evaluation.  

I deal with this tension, this intersection of Plumwood's work/life, in relation to her philosophical animism 

which reflects her attempt to contribute towards a philosophical rethink of nature and culture, the human and 

the nonhuman, against reductive materialist views of nature. According to Deborah Bird Rose, Plumwood's 

philosophical animism encompasses a worldview, a mode of encounter, a path towards the (earth) other that 

is reciprocal rather than possessive; respectful rather than instrumental. Alongside this characterisation, I 

suggest thinking of Plumwood's philosophical animism in terms of a non-reductive notion of love, which is not 

possessive or commodifying, but is mutually-affecting to the extent that Plumwood claims "the forest is a far 

better philosopher than any on my bookshelves." 

Codie is a PhD student in philosophy at the University of Queensland with research interests in environmental and 

ecofeminist activism and philosophies, the environmental humanities, and continental European feminisms, in addition  

to topics of life, death, love and loss. In her thesis, she investigates the development of Val Plumwood's philosophical 

animism with respect to its feminist underpinnings, and especially the arguments Plumwood makes for rethinking life  

and death in ecological terms. 
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CYBERNETICS AND LITERATURE 

Chair: Jason Tuckwell 

Presenters: Norma Lam-Saw, Marilyn Stendera and Jason Tuckwell 

Tuesday, Parallel Session 5 

NORMA LAM-SAW 

Western Sydney University 

Literary Frames, Cybernetic Systems? 

Jacques Lacan's 1956 reading of Edgar Allen Poe's "The Purloined Letter" received much attention and 

scholarship in literary and psychoanalytic studies, after provoking Jacques Derrida's critical response in his 

"The Purveyor of Truth" which found further rebuttal from Barbara Johnson in "The Frame of Reference". 

While much of the scholarship on this now well-known debate centres on the discussions of language and 

truth, post-structuralist discourse and psychoanalysis, scholars of Lacan have astutely remarked the 

significant role that cybernetics plays in his "Seminar on the Purloined Letter." Lacan's reading of Poe, as 

such scholar have argued, reflects his broader 1954-1955 seminars which turn to consider cybernetic theory 

towards his own developing theory of the symbolic order. This paper revisits some of the key ideas in the 

debate presented between Lacan, Derrida and Johnson to consider the ways in which the letter pertains to 

signals and signification, and whether Derrida and Johnson's critique of Lacan's omitted consideration of the 

narrator and 'frame', finds resonance with the so-called "second order cybernetics" critique of cybernetic 

theory's occlusion of the observer. 

Norma Lam-Saw is an Associate Lecturer at the School of Humanities and Communication Arts, Western Sydney 

University. Her past research explored ideas of  passive resistance in the interdisciplinary nexus of literature and political 

philosophy. Her current research explores interdisciplinary relationships between language, technology and ideas of 

agency. 

MARILYN STENDERA 

University of Wollongong 

Overcoming of Space and Time? Cybernetic Myths and Science Fiction Temporalities 

In 1952, a curious volume appeared as part of a short-lived series that attempted to bring Anglophone 

science fiction to German audiences: Überwindung von Raum und Zeit [Overcoming of Space and Time]. 

This collection of eight translated short stories by authors like Asimov and van Vogt was - like the series itself 

- the brainchild of cyberneticist Gotthard Günther, who argued that grappling with the transformative potential 

of both the cybernetic framework and a new technological age would first require the development of new 

myths and fables. Like those of previous eras, Günther claimed, these new stories would be capable of 

"describing impossible circumstances because they concern themselves, not with solid empirical experience, 

but rather with the metaphysical extremal conditions of possible future experiences."  

In this paper, I want to explore the wonderful weirdness of Günther's approach to cybernetic fiction. I will 

focus in particular on the claim, set out in his editorial commentary, that the stories within the collection 

contribute to a new technical mythology by challenging prevailing conceptualisations of soul, space, and 

time. H. Beam Piper's "Time and Time Again" and Lewis Padgett's "Mimsy Were the Borogoves", so Günther 

claims, critique the imaginary of time's flow by uncovering a Heraclitean, ludic materiality of time - a point that 

is particularly interesting, I want to suggest, given Günther's relationship to two of his contemporaries: 

Heidegger (who read and was read by Günther) and Simondon (whom Erich Hörl calls Günther's cybernetic 

"antipole"). 

I'm currently a lecturer in philosophy at the University of Wollongong. I'm particularly interested in the phenomenological, 

cognitive, historical, political, and critical dimensions of time. 
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JASON TUCKWELL 

Western Sydney University 

What is the Informatic Content of Literary Figures? 

In Gilbert Simondon's engagement with mathematical information, he challenges its quantitive reduction by 

showing that information needs a qualitative, non-probabilistic property. Classical information theory 

attempts to bypass the problem by focusing on the technological problem of transmission (ILFI 247): as 

such, in focusing on the structural apparatus, Shannon and Weaver emphasise its indifference to the 

contents of the message. But in following cybernetics, Simondon shows that the problem of reception cannot 

be displaced from any adequate account of information: and since reception is predicated upon the 

imprinting of a specific signal-form, information must be capable of accounting for the genesis of 

signification. This leads Simondon to claim that there is no 'universe of discourse' and moreover, that 'there 

is a theory of speech far in excess of what might be admitted; it is giving value to speech.' In this paper, I will 

explore whether Simondon's theory of information, in which signification emerges as a necessary aspect of 

ontogenesis, might be applied to literary texts, and in particular to metaphor and analogy. 

Jason Tuckwell is an Associate Lecturer in English at Western Sydney University. His research interests include 

Aristotle, Simondon, aesthetics and technology, with a particular focus upon problems of creative and technical praxes. 

Recent publications include articles in Philosophy Today (2020; 2019), Angelaki (2020), Transcultural Studies (2018) and 

a monograph, Creation and the Function of Art: Technƒì, Poiesis and the Problem of Aesthetics (Bloomsbury Studies in 

Continental Philosophy, 2018). He is currently editing a special issue of SubStance on contemporary critical 

engagements with Gilbert Simondon. 

THE ABSOLUTISM OF TECHNOLOGY AND THE CYBERNETIC MYTH 

Chair: Christopher Conti 

Presenters: Christopher Conti, Chris Danta and Mathew Holt 

Tuesday, Parallel Session 6 

CHRISTOPHER CONTI 

Western Sydney University 

CyberGaia and the Promise of Technological Transcendence. 

The rise of artificial intelligence (AI) and machine learning (ML) has been met with immense optimism in its 

potential to revolutionise industry and deep pessimism in its potential to trigger social chaos or even 

automated Armageddon. Utopian hopes for social order and radical renewal compete with dystopian 

anxieties over machine generated social chaos and disintegration, recapitulating a history of responses to 

technology that arises in modern times from the hidden legacy of myth in cybernetics.  

In this paper, I frame such collective responses—which restate the magical promise of machines to either 

liberate us from drudgery or enslave us to our own inventions—with Hans Blumenberg’s theory of the 

functional role of myth and metaphor to orient the finite subject in a hostile universe. Myth and its function of 

keeping the absolutist threat of nature at bay is not invalidated by reason in scientific modernity. Rather, as 

the ‘absolutism of reality’ that threatened the human control of the conditions of existence is succeeded by 

the ‘absolutism of technology,’ the cybernetic myths of the cyborg, the singularity, and CyberGaia hold out 

the promise of technological transcendence, a transformed consciousness born in the union of technology 

and nature in a single organic system or network.  

I compare CyberGaia as a work of myth to literary examples of work on myth in the context of Blumenberg’s 

scepticism of utopian politics. Technogaianism is oriented to sustainable development, but its guiding image 

of a biosphere that seamlessly transfers the emotional-spiritual energies of environmental activism into 

‘sustainable closed loop technological systems’ (Collins, ‘CyberGaia’) arguably requires a special faith in the 
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transformative power of intelligence. The political expectations raised on this faith are likely to be 

disappointed insofar as they disregard the ‘morbid tempo’ of modernity (Kolakowski) in which technology 

speeds up the processes that drive events to conflict. The downgrading of such hopes in Blumenberg 

emerges from his minimalist anthropology, in which ‘the “naked truth” is not what life can live with’ (Work on 

Myth). 

Christopher Conti is Senior Lecturer of Literary Studies at Western Sydney University and member of the Writing and 

Society Research Centre. His current research on metaphysical horror explores the intersections between modernist 

literature, critical theory, theology, and philosophical anthropology with special reference to Hans Blumenberg and 

Leszek Kolakowski. He is the author of Proofs: 104 short stories (Puncher & Wattmann, 2012). 

CHRIS DANTA 

Australian National University 

Fabulous Devourment in Philip K. Dick. 

According to Philip K. Dick: “The ultimate in paranoia is not when everyone is against you but when 

everything is against you. Instead of ‘My boss is plotting against me,’ it would be ‘My boss’s phone is plotting 

against me.’” Dick often introduces chaos into his fiction by turning objects against their human users. In his 

1953 story “Colony,” a team of surveyors on Planet Blue discover to their horror that a nonhuman organic 

lifeform on the planet is impersonating humanmade objects such as microscopes, belts, cars and spaceships 

in order to devour the human colonisers. Dick constantly describes technological objects camouflaging 

themselves by impersonating human or animal form (“Second Variety,” Do Androids Dream of Electric 

Sheep?). In Ubik (1969), technologies gain a sense of agency when they suddenly start to devolve into 

earlier historical versions of themselves.  

Underpinning Dick’s fiction, I argue, is the fantasy of apparently inert objects becoming animate and 

devouring the human subject. We can trace the origin of this fantasy to Dick’s very first science fiction story, 

“Beyond Lies the Wub” (1952). This story tells of how the human character Captain Franco kills and eats a 

highly intelligent pig-like creature from the planet Mars called the Wub, only then to be possessed by this 

creature. Here, then, is the truly Dickian fantasy of the human coloniser being devoured by the apparently 

inert object it colonises/devours. 

Chris Danta is a professor of literature and an ARC Future Fellow in the School of Cybernetics at the Australia National 

University. His research operates at the intersection of literary theory, philosophy, science and theology. He is the  

author of Literature Suspends Death: Sacrifice and Storytelling in Kierkegaard, Kafka and Blanchot (Bloomsbury, 2011) 

and Animal Fables after Darwin: Literature, Speciesism and Metaphor (Cambridge UP, 2018). 

MATHEW HOLT 

Australian National University 

Jetzt / Now: Max Bense and the Automation of Literature c.1960. 

The original study of the relations between natural and machine languages at the heart of the large language 

models driving today’s AI was not confined to the cognitivist psychologists and logicians of post-war Boston. 

They were also explored in the same period by the transnational literary avant-garde.  

To illustrate this alternate history of AI, I will take the case of the German philosopher, cybernetician, and 

information theorist, Max Bense (1910-1990), and his extensive contributions to what I will call the 

automation of literature. Specifically, I will look at how this played out across Bense’s own poetic 

contributions (‘Jetzt’ is the title of one his poems), the avant-garde literary journals he presided over and, 

briefly, his pedagogical commitments to the neo-Bauhaus design school, the HfG Ulm (1953-1968).  

These investments established what is now known as computer/machine art, based in Bense’s ideas 

regarding information aesthetics. This is also a German history, so I will further consider the intellectual and 
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aesthetic reconfiguration of rationality in the post-war context. The languages of cybernetics, machines, and 

information aesthetics were, in Bense’s eyes, the basis of a revised critical, democratic rationality. As such, 

the origins of AI are not simply in the imposition or amplification of the symbolic cognitivist worldview but in 

concrete acts of repairing science and, more widely, in establishing a cosmopolitan, post-conflict culture. 

Matthew Holt is Associate Professor, Associate Director (Education), and Applied Cybernetics Lead at the Australian 

National University’s School of Cybernetics. His research is in the history and theory of artificial intelligence, cybernetics, 

the design sciences, and systems thinking. With colleagues at the School, he is currently developing and delivering a 

suite of short courses on cybernetic approaches to complex systems and the impact of emergent technologies, including 

AI. 

CONVERSATIONS ON RACE: RACIALISED STRUGGLE, SOVEREIGN EXPRESSION  
AND THE RACIALISED BODY 

Chair: Brendan Duncan-Shah 

Presenters: Beau Kent, Will Pan and Diego Guerra Ramirez 

Tuesday, Parallel Session 6 

BEAU KENT 

Deakin University 

Nationhood and Neurosis: Whiteness as Contradiction  

The concept of 'whiteness' within the Critical Philosophy of Race and work on the phenomenology of 

racialisation has been consistently thought of on the basis of the 'I can' of the body; as the backdrop which 

provides a certain ease, motility, access and comfort in the colonial and as that which goes 'unnoticed' or 

'non-raced'. Other typical traits include a certain homogeneity, wholeness and purity in comparison to the 

fragmented, broken and impure aspects of the non-white body. However, I wish to contend that whiteness is 

not a trait of bodies but a logic, and an intensely fragile one at that. The truth of whiteness is not the 

unnoticed backdrop of the 'I can' in the world, but rather a neurotic and unstable logic that needs to 

consistently remake the racialised other in order to re-affirm itself. Whiteness should therefore not be thought 

of as the 'default settings' of race, but a tool of incessant contradiction and failure. 

Beau is a recent graduate from the honours philosophy program at the University of Melbourne. He completed a thesis 

on the phenomenology of transracial adoptees and the critical phenomenology of the Latina feminist tradition. His 

philosophical work centers predominantly around critical phenomenology, adoption studies, and the work of Jacques 

Derrida. Beau currently works as a research assistant at the Alfred Deakin Institute at Deakin University. 

WILL PAN 

University of Melbourne 

Resistance and Fantasy: the Uneasiness of Racial Identification 

This paper analyses racialised identities in relation to Ideology and social reproduction. The discussion will 

primarily be centered around how the subject identifies as racialised. This mechanism will be explored as an 

instance of the Althusserian notion of interpellation. However, against the traditional Althusserian idea of 

interpellation as a passive phenonmenon forced upon the subject by the State, the paper will argue that the 

subject has a strong agency to resist. Hence in the instance of racialised struggles, the subject can actively 

resist his racial oppression. 

I recently graduated from University of Melbourne with an Honors in Philosophy. I am primarily interested in the question 

of Ideology in the Marxist and Psychoanalytic Tradition. My thesis involved a close reading Louis Althusser's notion of 

Ideology and a subsequent critique from a Lacanian lens. 
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DIEGO GUERRA RAMÍREZ 

The University of Melbourne 

An Exploration of Mexican Identity: The Masks of Octavio Paz, Samuel Ramos,  
and Frantz Fanon  

Given Mexico's history as a Spanish colony for 300 hundred years, as well as the extensive history of Pre-

Columbian civilisations found in what we now know as Mexico, one could not be to blamed for assuming that 

Mexican identity takes the form of either of these two main lineages. Yet, the Mexican does not consider 

themself to be Spanish nor Indigenous. Given this refusal, what then constitutes Mexican Identity? In order 

to elucidate this enigma, this paper draws on the works of Octavio Paz, Samuel Ramos, and Frantz Fanon, 

particularly regarding the three iterations of the concept of the mask each author presents. Ultimately, this 

paper aims to evaluate and synthesise the ideas of these authors in order to shed light on Mexican identity. 

I am a Mexican migrant who arrived in Australia in 2019 to pursue a university degree. Since then, I have completed a 

Bachelors of Arts and an Honours Degree in Philosophy at the University of Melbourne. During my Honours year I mainly 

focused on issues pertaining to social epistemology, particularly regarding the phenomenon of epistemic appropriation. 

MARX'S ECONOMIC AND PHILOSOPHICAL MANUSCRIPTS OF 1844: 180 YEARS 

Chair: Lucy Myers 

Presenters: Thomas Weight, Joshua Barnes and Lucy Myers 

Wednesday, Parallel Session 8 

THOMAS WEIGHT 

University of Melbourne 

Estrangement and Anxiety in the Economic and Philosophic Manuscripts 

The concept of estrangement that is developed in the Economic and Philosophic Manuscripts of 1844 refers 

to the loss that the capitalist worker is subject to in the realisation of their labour as a product. This loss 

consists of the 'tearing away' of the labour-product by the capitalist, for which the worker is renumerated a 

wage. Wage-labour estranges the worker, makes of them something foreign to themselves, because it 

sutures a loss of their reality with an abstract exchange equivalent. This paper seeks to articulate within this 

concept of estrangement the affect of anxiety. It takes its cue from Marx's claim that estrangement is 

registered as a loss of reality so disturbing to the worker that "as soon as no physical or other compulsion 

exists, labour is shunned like the plague."  

Psychoanalysis articulates anxiety as that which signals the loss of loss. As reality itself is always-already 

constituted by a loss-Marx recognises this when he posits labour as the activity through which humans make 

their world-the 'loss of reality' that accompanies estrangement consists of the loss of the loss, of which 

anxiety is the signal. What is gained by articulating anxiety within estrangement is an account of how the 

very structure of wage-labour may sustain particular kinds of desire. For desire functions as a remedy for 

anxiety, something that is easier to bear than anxiety itself. 

Thomas Weight is a PhD candidate in Media and Communications at the University of Melbourne School of Culture and 

Communications. His PhD examines the distinction between digital and analog through a genealogy of counting. 

Research interests include political economy, psychoanalysis, mathematics, and media theory. 
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JOSHUA BARNES 

University of Melbourne 

Emancipating the Senses 

In a famously proleptic moment in the 1844 Manuscripts, Marx argues that the abolition of private property 

will transform the very organs of sensation: "The senses have therefore become directly in their 

practicetheoreticians." This remark comes a few pages before his more well-known pronouncement that the 

"formingof the five senses is a labour of the entire history of the world down to the present." In looking 

forwards and backwards in this way, Marx offers a glimpse of how one might historicise subjectivity; another 

way to put it is that this is a big claim, often cited but not always taken seriously on its own terms.  

This paper will consider the legacy of this provocation in thinkers who draw on Marx, assembling some key 

moments in the reception of this idea and trying to assess its theoretical content. Crucially, this is a situated 

insight, issuing from Marx's own moment, his own "present." Here, I want to think about what it means to 

reapproach this present from ours. I aim to consider the quality of historical difference between those 

moments - but also about how Marx in these early manuscripts perhaps offers the elements for a theory of 

that historical difference. 

Joshua Barnes is a PhD candidate at the University of Melbourne working on the theory and history of the novel,  

with a particular focus on fictionality and early forms of the novel in English. 

LUCY MYERS 

Australian Catholic University 

"Objectification as loss of the object and bondage to it": Ontological Labour  
in Marx's Manuscripts 

The infamous 'Estranged Labour' section of the Economic and Philosophical Manuscripts of 1844 opens with 

the brute claim that any act of labour, regardless of the mode of economic conditions, produces an object 

that is necessarily alien to its maker, while existing as an embodiment of their labour. It is only once "in the 

sphere of political economy", that this act of objectification is realised as a loss of realisation, becoming 

"objectification as the loss of object and bondage to it".  

This paper is interested in unpacking this claim in its two-fold motion of being both a serious ontological 

claim and a critique of political economy, of how objectification holds this seeming contradiction of the 

simultaneous loss and hold that the commodity has on the individual. This paper maintains that it is only by 

understanding Marx's evocation of an understanding of labour seemingly prior to political economy as an 

ontological claim, that is, the necessary engagement the individual must have with the world, that one can 

get an understanding of Marx's machinations of the grasp - conceptualised as alienation and estrangement - 

capitalism has on the individual. 

Lucy Myers is a candidate in the Masters of Philosophy at Australian Catholic University, where her research is on the 

concepts of alienation and estrangement in German philosophical history and the (im)possibilities of Heideggerian 

Marxism. 
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PHENOMENOLOGY, SELFHOOD AND VARIETIES OF LIVED-EXPERIENCE 

Chair: Anya Daly 

Presenters: Darius Parvizi-Wayne, Jack Reynolds and Danica Janse van Vuurren 

Wednesday, Parallel Session 8 

DARIUS PARVIZI-WAYNE 

When the Interoceptive and Conceptual Clash: The Case of Oppositional Phenomenal  
Self-modelling in Tourette Syndrome 

From the perspective of the active inference framework and with a specific focus on Tourette Syndrome, this 

talk will introduce the phenomenon of Oppositional Phenomenal Self-Modelling. This condition refers to any 

conflict that emerges between distinguishable aspects of selfhood, including their respective phenomenal 

features and neurocognitive substrates. More precisely in the case of Tourette Syndrome, this discord 

occurs between the so-called minimal phenomenal self, which is putatively underwritten by interoceptive 

inference, and the individual's sense of self as a conceptual object, constituted by that individual's beliefs 

about themselves and who they want to be.  

Indeed, in manifesting tics, the individual simultaneously acts to resolve what they believe to be homeostatic 

disequilibrium - which, according to numerous theorists, is the very act which undergirds basic forms of 

selfhood - whilst providing evidence against more explicit hypotheses about the type of agent that she is: i.e., 

a non-ticcing thing. In addition to this analysis of psychopathological self-conflict, this talk will outline an 

account of Tourette Syndrome which rests on the conception of the brain as a Bayesian machine, whilst also 

recognising the limitations of this model. Finally, it will highlight the likely ubiquity of Oppositional 

Phenomenal Self-Modelling with respect to other psychopathologies, such as Obsessive Compulsive 

Disorder, and stress the importance of detailed (micro)phenomenological data throughout its duration. 

I will be starting a PhD at Macquarie University in October 2024, focussing on subjectivity and selfhood from an active 

inference perspective. I have a particular interest in psychopathological self-modelling and how this manifests in terms of 

structural changes to conscious experience.   

JACK REYNOLDS 

Deakin University 

Time Biases and the Temporal Faith: Habits and Lived-time in Addiction, OCD, and Beyond 

Philosophers in the phenomenological tradition have emphasised the relationship between temporality and 

various central aspects of subjectivity, including consciousness, meaning, selfhood, and beyond. In this 

paper, I set out what I call a "co-constitutive" view about the relation between time and subjectivity, which I 

think can be attributed to some phenomenologists (i.e. Merleau-Ponty, and Heidegger in places). I also 

emphasise its extension in habits, including in some of the distinctive temporal habits associated with 

psychopathological instances of addiction and obsessive-compulsive disorder (OCD) respectively.  

On that basis I ask some critical questions about views of epistemic ir(rationality) and temporal biases that 

are influential in decision theory and in some accounts of well-being and psychopathology. Rather than view 

time biases as an irrational evolutionary outcome, I contend that what is needed is a deeper understanding 

of the relationship between lived-time, habits, and motivation. The question of the (ir)rationality of time-

preferences needs to be understood in that more situated context, rather than a view from nowhen, if it is to 

have action-guiding and normative force. 

Jack is Fellow of the Academy of Humanities, Australia. He is writing a new book on Merleau-Ponty, Embodied Cognition 

and Enactivism: Between Phenomenology and the Life Sciences 
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DANICA JANSE VAN VUUREN  

Deakin University   

How Phenomenology Can Help Explain Why Feelings of Worthlessness Pose one  
of the Highest Risks for Suicidality in Depressed Patients  

There is a large consensus across clinical research that feelings of worthlessness (FOW) are one of the 

highest risk factors for, and predictors of, a patient's depression becoming suicidal. However, to date, no 

comprehensive explanation has been given for why this is the case. What are some key features to FOW 

in many with depression such that these feelings could strongly inform a preoccupation with taking one's  

own life? In the present paper, I show why and how phenomenology, as originally established by Edmund 

Husserl and Martin Heidegger, can help us make sense of this strong empirical relationship.  

Firstly, drawing primarily on Heidegger's concepts of embeddedness and mood, as well as Matthew 

Ratcliffe's subsequent adaptation of mood in terms of existential feeling, I demonstrate phenomenologically 

(1) that there are different affective types of FOW in depression, (2) detail some of the key features of each, 

and (3) show what type of this feeling can be impactful enough to inform suicidal ideation in depression. 

Based on this, I present tentative explanations for why such feelings of worthlessness can greatly predispose 

a patient to take their own life and for why most, but not all, empirical research on suicidality in depression 

observe a strong correlation between FOW and the onset of suicidality. 

I hold a BA in philosophy and psychology from St. Augustine College (South Africa), an Honour's and master's degree in 

philosophy from the University of the Witwatersrand (South Africa), and a PhD in philosophy from Deakin University 

(Australia). My research focuses on depression, suicide (and psychopathology more broadly), subjectivity, and ethics 

from phenomenological/existential and deconstructive perspectives. In my recent work, I aim to better understand the 

nature, and address the problem of, feelings of worthlessness and suicide in the most common forms of depression from 

a phenomenological perspective. 

ALGORITHMIC MANAGEMENT AND CONTRIBUTORY ECONOMY 

Chair: Christopher O’Neill 

Presenters: Geoffrey Hondroudakis and Ben Turner 

Wednesday, Parallel Session 9 

GEOFFREY HONDROUDAKIS 

University of Melbourne 

Responding to Stiegler's 'Hyper-Critique': Judgement and Synthesis  
in Computational Culture 

The work of Bernard Stiegler is often popularly thought of as a post-Heideggerian philosophy of technology - 

to a certain extent this is true, especially in the first volume of Technics and Time. However, Stiegler is not a 

static thinker, and as his thought develops it can be seen to move beyond Heidegger, over the course of 

what Dan Ross has termed Stiegler's 'three conversions.' Without engaging with the latter developments of 

his thought, we are likely to miss some of the most generative contributions it can make for us. In this paper, 

I engage with a development in the later parts of Stiegler's thinking: his nascent calls for a re-evaluation of 

the transcendental via a "hyper-critique" of "hyper-matter".  

This is a concern that he draws particular attention to in the Nanjing Lectures, but also appears with regard 

to the ''a-transcendental'' in Technics and Time 4. I am unable to fully claim to know what this meant for 

Stiegler, nascent and unfinished as this proposal was during his lifetime. However, I do read this latter 

tendency of Stiegler's writing, this turn towards a re-evaluation of the Kantian problematic, within some 

currently significant techno-philosophical problematics. Specifically, I offer an interpretation of ''hyper-

critique'' within a re-evaluation of the conditions of judgement as synthesis within computational culture. 

These conditions can be seen to have import for how economies and states are managed today, given the 

reformatting of epistemologies of judgement that institutions are undergoing in digitisation. 
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Geoffrey Hondroudakis is a researcher in media theory and philosophy of technology, and teaches at the University of 

Melbourne. Geoffrey lives and works on the unceded lands of the Wurundjeri peoples. 

BEN TURNER 

University of Kent 

Technology, Epistemic Agency, and Perfectionism: The Politics of Bernard Stiegler's 
Concept of Proletarianisation 

A theme that runs across Bernard Stiegler's writing is a concern for the conditions that 'make life worth 

living.' In this paper I consider the extent to which this focus on a life worth living constitutes a perfectionist 

political project. I do so by examining and clarifying the stakes of proletarianisation as that which endangers 

the epistemic agency required for living a meaningful life within a contributory economy. If the accompanying 

project of deproletarianisation requires restoration of the appropriate epistemic agency for such a life, then it 

entails a degree of perfectionism regarding the required capacities. I do not set out to endorse this 

perfectionism, simply sketch it out and make the case that Stiegler holds to such a view. To do so, I identify 

issues with his account of the loss of knowledge by proletarianisation and revise the concept so as to place 

this perfectionism in sharper relief. I then consider a possible objection to this reading before concluding by 

exploring whether this perfectionism is compatible with, and perhaps extends, some characteristics political 

claims found in continental political theory that it might initially appear to be in tension with. 

Ben Turner is Senior Lecturer in Political Theory at the University of Kent, currently interested in technology, work and 

epistemic agency. 

RACIALISATION, ADOPTION, AND AESTHETICS 

Chair: Chris Mayes 

Presenters: Helen Ngo, Beau Kent and Supriya Subramani 

Wednesday, Parallel Session 9 

HELEN NGO 

Deakin University 

Racialised Alienation and Tensions of Flesh and Thingliness in Anne Anlin Cheng’s 
Ornamentalism 

This paper examines the phenomenon of racialised alienation through the concept of bodily confiscation and 

expropriation, and considers what it is to have one’s body taken away through the processes of racism. At 

the same time, this account will be complicated by an examination of the ways in which our bodies are never 

really our own to begin with; whether through accounts of the sociality of the body, or through a 

consideration of the body’s constitutive uncanniness and thingliness. In particular, I engage with Anne Anlin 

Cheng's theorisation of the "yellow woman" - a figure whom she argues is not eviscerated through her status 

as ornament but rather constituted through it - and consider the implications of this for thinking through the 

uncanniness and dispersal of the racialised body. 

Helen (she/her) is a DECRA Research Fellow and Lecturer in Philosophy working in critical phenomenology of race. She 

is author of The Habits of Racism (Lexington Books) and co-editor of Philosophies of difference: nature, racism, and 

sexual difference (Routledge), and has written on topics such as racist habits, racialised embodiment and temporalities, 

white privilege and white supremacy, and diasporic bilingualism. Her current research project explores phenomenological 

accounts of racialised alienation and the practices and tensions of home-making. 
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BEAU KENT  

Deakin University 

The Life That Was: Ghosts, Border-Crossings and Adoption Image Culture 

"The spectral is the essence of photography" writes Derrida in Right to Inspection: how are we to think of this 

relationship between ghosts and photography? The invocation of a haunting or ghostly quality of 

photography is found not only in the work of thinkers such as Jacques Derrida, Siegfried Kracauer and 

Roland Barthes, but strangely enough, in the memoirs of transnational adoptees. This paper attempts to 

work through the spectral essence of the photograph and its relevance for reshaping and rethinking the role 

of the photograph of the pre-adopted self in adoption narratives. 

Beau is a recent graduate from the honours philosophy program at the University of Melbourne. He completed a thesis 

on the phenomenology of transracial adoptees and the critical phenomenology of the Latina feminist tradition. His 

philosophical work centers predominantly around critical phenomenology, adoption studies, and the work of Jacques 

Derrida. Beau currently works as a research assistant at the Alfred Deakin Institute at Deakin University. 

SUPRIYA SUBRAMANI 

Sydney Health Ethics, University of Sydney 

Centering (Non)Normative Racialised Identities 

What epistemic insights can we gain from reflecting on (non) normative racialised identities? In this paper, I 

explore the intersections of racialised identities with philosophical positions and political practices. By 

reflecting on my shifting identities, I critique the dominant discourse within philosophy, particularly within the 

domain of bioethics, for its frequent disconnection from racialised, embodied selves. I critically unpack how 

racialised identities are invoked in these contexts and what these invocations reveal about the ongoing 

"decolonisation" efforts within disciplines like philosophy and its allied fields, such as bioethics. I hope this 

reflection and conversation will expand the boundaries of these disciplines by centering the voices and 

experiences of (non) normative racialised individuals and marginalised communities. 

My research interests lie at the intersection of emotions, health ethics and behaviour. I employ qualitative methodology to 

explore the moral subjectivities of individuals. As part of my research, I study how health is shaped by ideas, social 

categories, experiences, identities, and relationships. My ongoing projects are concerned with how emotions, moral 

epistemology and everyday interactions influence one's moral self; and how power is negotiated and challenged by 

marginalised individuals in interpersonal interactions and institutions. 
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ABSTRACTS  

RAFLY SANI ALAMSYAH 

The University of Indonesia  

The Abject Leviathan  

In Hobbes' Leviathan (1651), the establishment of sovereign power through a social contract is portrayed as 

a means to escape the chaotic state of nature for all. However, this sovereign authority often perpetuates 

and intensifies discrimination against certain groups, as seen historically in systems of segregation. This 

paper argues that state sovereignty comes to see the other in itself-differences in population of race, gender, 

and religion- as abject.  

Mapping Kristeva's theory of abjection from the Powers of Horror (1980) to the concept of the artificial 

Leviathan, I will explore how sovereignty, viewed as a symbolic body, can foster an intersubjectively 

permeated socio-national identity which sublates the imagined and the physical. I reason that the loss of 

distinction between 'I' and 'other' occurs at the level of sovereignty after the institution of identity, threatening 

a breakdown in meaning when the perceived 'other' enters the national imaginary order. Through this lens, I 

aim to elaborate on how state sovereignty can permit and enact prejudice by elucidating a conceptual 

psychology of the nation-state.  

Rafly Sani Alamsyah (he/him) is a philosophy student undergoing his bachelor's at the University of Indonesia. He is the 

head of KOMAFIL's scholarship division and has lectured for the Odyssey Centre for Philosophy. His philosophical 

interests lie in political philosophy, predominantly in cosmopolitanism, Confucianism, and the works of Thomas Hobbes. 

DANTE ALONI  

Monash University 

Incomputability: The Measure of Computation  

As the conditions and contradictions of algorithmically automated media rapidly accelerate, there has been 

renewed interest in critical readings of foundational mathematical and computer science texts. The 

irreducible existence of incomputable problems within the formal logic of mathematics, proven by Alan Turing 

in his paper on the Entscheidungsproblem (1936), has been revitalised as a way of intervening in the politics 

of algorithmic decision-making.  

This paper argues that in pursuit of new ground to critique emerging techno-capitalism, thinkers like Beatrice 

Fazi and Luciana Parisi have idealistically (mis)cast incomputability as the repressed ontological core of 

computation. In contrast to these accounts, which frame incomputability in terms of its 'resistant' capacity, I 

contend that the significance of incomputable problems lies in their reconfiguration into a method by which 

'degrees of incomputability' can be measured.  

Tracing a genealogy of incomputability, from Turing's incidental notion of 'computing relative to an oracle' 

(1939) through Emil Post's formulation of relative computability, reveals a metrological technique necessary 

for producing computation as a coherent communicative medium. Conceiving incomputability in this manner 

avoids a teleologically reductive account of its importance, rather demonstrating how its difficult reception 

helped (re-)establish the communicative capacity of computation in spite of endogenous incomputability.  

Dante Aloni is a Ph.D candidate at Monash University and a scholarship recipient of the ARC Centre for Automated 

Decision-Making and Society. His thesis draws upon critical media theory to study and critique the limitations of a 

blockchain technology, particularly as they relate to questions of datafied truth. 
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CALLUM ALPASS 

University of Melbourne 

The Desire for the Desire of the Other: Simone Weil and Alexandre Kojève 

In 1950, Aimé Patri observed that, among progressive intellectuals, Alexandre Kojève was "the unknown 

Superior, whose dogma is revered, often unawares [...] We have breathed his teaching with the air of the 

times." By 1979, having played the lead role in Vincent Descombes' reckoning of the previous half-century  

of French philosophy, the importance of Kojève's teaching was well-recognised and lingered, for some,  

like a bad smell. One of the most pungent of his contributions was the thematisation of desire within French 

philosophy, his codification of desire as desire for the desire of the Other. This reworking of the Platonic 

conception of desire as lack directly influenced both Sartre and Lacan, and was preserved--if only in its 

determinate negation--in the later work of Foucault and Deleuze.  

In this paper I compare the role that desire plays in Kojève's system to the essential role that it plays in the 

work of Simone Weil. While Weil's work left almost no mark on later French thought, her treatment of desire, 

emerging shortly after Kojève's foreshadows the antihumanist reaction against Kojève's "anthropological" 

reading of Hegel. For both, desire represents negativity and lack, but for Weil, it cannot be fulfilled by the 

Other. Having compared these twin treatments of desire, I conclude by reflecting on the resources for 

political thinking that Kojève's work appears to furnish, and which Weil's appears to foreclose. 

Callum Alpass as a PhD candidate in Philosophy at the University of Melbourne. His research focuses on the work  

of Simone Weil. 

TAEHA AN  

Yale  

University Immemorial Past and the Weak Messianic Power: Emmanuel Levinas' Philosophy 
of History in Dialogue with Walter Benjamin  

Critiques of the traditional conceptualisation of responsibility (as in Emmanuel Levinas, Jacques Derrida, and 

Judith Butler) attempt to decenter the interpretation of subjectivity as an autonomous atomistic existence by 

emphasising ethical relationships in terms of ontological precariousness. This strand of thought prioritises 

responsiveness to vulnerability over subjective mastery of moral principles and responsibility that follows the 

consequences of individual actions. Levinas sees the face-to-face encounter with the Other as the point of 

disruption that demands ethical responsibility.  

Although there are vague implications of transcending temporal boundaries (e.g., his concept of immemorial 

past in "Diachrony and Representation"), his "first philosophy" puts more emphasis on the immediate 

moment of encounter than on the recollection of the historical past for one's ethical comportment. This paper 

aims to explore the possibility of conceiving one's cross-temporal responsibility for those who cannot be 

captured in the immediate encounter, especially those whose suffering is perceptible only in relation to one's 

non-experienced past.  

To achieve this, the paper brings together Walter Benjamin's philosophy of history that regards time as 

constellations of past and present. Benjamin speaks of the historical-materialist responsibility as disclosing 

"the tradition of the oppressed." Merely articulating "how it really was" is an idle work that belongs to "the 

chronicler (der Chronist)" whereas "exploding" the continuum of history by revealing the moments of 

disruption with revolutionary vision is the work of "the historical materialist (der historische Materialist)."  

This paper interprets the encounter with the oppressed Other from the non-experienced past as the moment 

of disruption in one's relationship with time and history. This transgenerational encounter brings about 

disruption by unveiling that the past generations of the oppressed demand an ethical response to be made 

with the "weak (schwache) messianic power."  

The paper enquires into and expands Levinas' vague or rather absent accounts of being responsible for and 

being in solidarity with those who suffered from injustice and violence throughout history by interrogating the 

compatibility between his notion of alterity and Benjamin's concept of history. It aims to contribute to 

conceptualising cross-temporal and transgenerational responsibility to participate in recollective justice and 

redemption appealed to the generation of our own by the specters of the oppressed from the past. 
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Taeha is a graduate student majoring in Ethics, pursuing a Master of Arts in Religion degree at Yale University. His 

research interests focus on the intersection of philosophical anthropology and ethics, ethics of memory, philosophy of 

history, phenomenology, and critical theory. The title of his master thesis is "Alterity in the (Post-)Digital Age: 

Reimagining Mystery and Eros." Obtaining a BA in Theology and Religious Studies at Katholieke Universiteit Leuven 

contributed to his strong academic formation in continental philosophy and notable 'Louvain theology.' His research 

concerns theological and philosophical frameworks of temporality in addressing various moments of conflicts in the past 

within our current sociocultural and political landscape. He presented at multiple academic conferences across Europe 

and North America on various topics including phenomenology of anxiety, Korean philosophical perspectives on critical 

race theory, multiculturalism and global migration, and genealogy of contemporary discourses on progress/regress in 

postcolonial Korea. Taeha is originally from Seoul but is now based in New Haven, Connecticut. In the summer of 2024, 

he went to the Chinese University of Hong Kong for the Yale-CUHK Summer Exchange Program.   

BRIGITTE ASSI  

Australian National University   

Abjection and Sexuality: Subversion in the Psyche   

This paper will explore sexuality and its connections to theories of the subject and the Abject. Using a 

Lacanian perspective on sexuality, as explored heavily by Alenka Zupancic and Joan Copjec, this paper 

argues that sexuality resides in a subversive space within the subject. Sexualities' unique relation to 

signification, and its co-constitutive relationship to the subject, places sexuality within a discursive field, both 

through and beyond subjectivity.  

By understanding the significance of the Real and the symbolic in Lacanian psychoanalysis, the paper 

argues that due to sexualities' relational position to signification and the symbolic, it is Abject; it occupies an 

intrusive space between the Real and the symbolic. Thus, sexualities subversive potential lies in its ability to 

destabilise and create leakage between the boundaries of the Real and the symbolic, the inside and outside, 

the subject and its object. By looking at theories of subversion alongside the Abject, this paper provides a 

perspective on sexuality and its relation to both the psyche and the cultural/linguistic structures that sexuality 

destabilises. 

Brigitte Assi is currently completing their Master's in Philosophy at the Australian National University. Her interests and 

work reside in exploring connections between theories in sexuality and the Abject. Brigitte utilises a Lacanian perspective 

to explore these connections within their thesis. 

ROSS BARHAM  

Melbourne High School  

Set Controls for The Heart of the Sun  

If we take the following two metaphilosophical claims as true (as I tend to), then certain paradoxes can be 

seen to arise which may be leveraged in order to further illuminate the insights of both and, so of philosophy 

more generally: 

1. "The proper method of philosophy consists in clearly conceiving the insoluble problems in all their 

insolubility and then in simply contemplating them, fixedly and tirelessly, year after year, without any hope, 

patiently waiting." - Simone Weil 

2. "One might think: if philosophy speaks of the use of the word "philosophy" there must be a second-order 

philosophy. But it is not so." - Ludwig Wittgenstein 

Happy in Analytic, Continental and non-Western Traditions. Interests include Pragmatism/Expressivism, Liberal 

Naturalism, Dialetheism, Feminism, First Nations Astronomy, Mysticism. 4th Dan black-belt in Aikido. Head of 

Philosophy, MHS. 
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SEAMUS BARKER  

University of Tasmania  

Bourdieu, Ricoeur, Actor-Network Theory - a Theoretical and Praxical Synthesis  

Conventionally, actor-network theory (ANT) is incommensurable with Bourdieu's field sociology and 

Ricoeur's hermeneutical-phenomenology. Bourdieu's notion of the habitus offers an historicised post-

Kantian, Merleau-Pontian and Freudian subject, with unconscious, materially conditioned structures of 

perception, valuation and orientation to action. Ricoeur's hermeneutical-phenomenology is grounded in a 

post-Kantian, Heideggerian and Aristotelian subject, that apprehends via emplotment. ANT is explicitly anti-

Kantian, post-human, offers a flat ontology, and overcomes a structure-agency opposition by repudiating a 

notion of social structure and establishing symmetry between human and non-human agents. 

However, these theoretical traditions can be read against their grain and thereby synthesised. If the early 

rather than late ANT is used, if material-semiotic translation is understood as practice, if a distinction is 

established between what I call 'local translations' and 'general translations', if translations are understood to 

occur within and across regimes of value, if non-human and human action are understood as bound up in 

the same moral economy, if 'actants' and their 'actions' are bracketed, if fields are understood as immanent 

in practice and thus as contingent and decomposable, and as domains of practice regulated by regimes of 

value, rather than oriented to capital accumulation, then such a synthesis is not only possible but preferrable. 

Seamus Barker has completed a Bachelor of Physiotherapy, Latrobe University; a Bachelor of Arts - Honours, University 

of Melbourne (English and Social Theory); an MPhil, University of Cambridge (English) and a PhD, University of Sydney 

(Sociology). He is currently a postdoctoral research fellow at the Menzies Institute for Medical Research, University of 

Tasmania. He is interested in narrative theory, hermeneutics, psychoanalysis, critical theory, political economy, 

Bourdieu, and has an ambivalent relationship with actor-network theory. He is currently working on developing several 

models and methodologies for implementation science, which draw on different social theories. 

FRIEDEMANN BARNISKE  

Lutheran Theological Seminary (Hong Kong)  

Reality is Not Real. World and God in J. G. Fichte's Wissenschaftslehre (1805) and The Way 
Towards the Blessed Life (1806)  

In the Erlangen Wissenschaftslehre of 1805, the reality of the world is doubted against the background of the 

absolute. The true being and life could only be ascribed to the unchangeable and the reality of the world is 

flatly denied. "Reality is not real." (Lecture 24, WL 1805). The finite contents of finite understanding are 

mirages of the consciousness which has not yet found the purpose of its existence in eternal life and the 

absolute.  

Thus, the idea of a divine creation is taken under fire both in the Erlangen Lectures and in the Berlin Way 

Towards the Blessed Life (1806). The unchangeability of the absolute excludes a divine creation in time. The 

latter rather prove to be mirages of our void mind, which has to recognise itself as nothingness instead of 

reality. Thus, the nullity of the reality of the world goes along with the reality of the divine at the same time. 

The fact that these thoughts are in contradiction to biblical ideas, in order to function nevertheless as an 

unconditional plea for the contemplation of God, makes the attraction of Fichte's thesis of the exclusivity of a 

reality of absolute being - God alone is. 

2002–2009 Studies of Protestant Theology in Halle-Wittenberg, Jerusalem, Göttingen, and Neuendettelsau 

2013 Ordained Pastor of the Lutheran Church in Bavaria 

2018 Doctor of Theology (Augustana Theological Seminary/Germany) 

2014-2021 Lecturer in Systematic Theology (Augustana Theological Seminary/Germany) 

2021- present: Assistant Professor of Systematic Theology (Lutheran Theological Seminary/Hong Kong) 

Main Publications: 

(Ed.) Luther Verstehen. Person - Werk - Wirkung, Leipzig 2016. 

Hegels Theorie des Erhabenen, Tübingen 2019. 

Research Interests: Classical German Philosophy (Fichte, Hegel, Schleiermacher), Aesthetics, Philosophy of Religion, 

Protestant Theology 
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EVRIM BAYINDIR  

Royal Holloway, University of London  

The Becoming-Transcendental of Nihilism in Deleuze's Difference and Repetition 

In Nietzsche and Philosophy, Deleuze writes that nihilism, understood as the negation of life, has so far been 

"the transcendental principle of our way of thinking". Deleuze's radicalisation or transcendentalisation of 

nihilism brings an apparent paradox that is also acknowledged in Foucault's concept of the historical a priori: 

How could an a posteriori emergence - in our case, nihilism, a consequence of the Copernican Revolution or 

the death of God as an empirically specific moment in the world history - acquire the status of an a priori 

condition? 

This paper presents a reading of Difference and Repetition as though this book is written to account for the 

paradox of nihilism. Although Difference and Repetition almost completely excludes the term "nihilism", as 

James Williams writes, this problem "lurks in [the] background". We suggest that the progression of the three 

syntheses of time and the correlation between intensity and Ideas can be conceived as ways of traversing 

the history of nihilism and providing a new solution to this paradox. However, we agree with Keith Ansell-

Pearson that, with the advancement of Difference and Repetition, "[t]he problem of nihilism is not overcome 

in Deleuze's thinking but its difficulty and complexity are staged as such". 

Evrim Bayındır is a PhD student in Philosophy at Royal Holloway, University of London. His current project focuses on 

the problem of nihilism in Nietzsche, Heidegger, Levinas, Deleuze, and Laruelle. He is editor of Open Philosophy's 

topical issue “Nihilism Through a Contemporary Lens: Post-Continental and Other Perspectives". 

WILLIAM BENNETT  

Monash University  

Liberalism: Some are More Free than Others  

This paper will critically assess four postulates of liberalism - a social contract theory, the monogamous 

family, an unregulated economy, and an expansionist disposition -through Marxist and post-Marxist critiques. 

I will argue that each postulate leads to the central antinomy of liberalism, that some are more free than 

others. 

My research focus is on the intersections between aesthetics and political philosophy. I completed a BA (2018) majoring 

in philosophy and linguistics at Monash, before moving to Deakin for Honours (2019) and MA (2022), and have recently 

commenced PhD at Monash. I have presented papers at ASCP (2019, 2022, 2023) and have an article accepted for 

publication by the British Journal of Aesthetics. 

AMÉLIE BERGER-SORARUFF  

Maison Française d'Oxford (UK)  

Stiegler's Politics of Innovation: Consumption, Production, Contribution  

This paper explores the philosophy of Bernard Stiegler from the angle of innovation. It explains that if 

innovation has become in recent decades a buzz-word, the concept lacks critical reflectivity. This paper 

argues that Stiegler's politics of innovation has the merit to broaden the meaning of our current 

understanding of the phenomenon.  

Traditionally understood as a technical and economical process that allows the introduction of new objects in 

society, innovation is considered to be the motor of capitalism. Stiegler's work, however, allows us to 

approach innovation as a larger historical and biological drive that has to with the human's inherent technical 

character and whose ability to change and introduce novelty in general can only be pursued through its 

interaction with technics.  

In a context where most of the technical resources essential to the introduction of significant change in 

society are owned by giant industries, Stiegler claims that it is politically crucial for individuals to intervene. 

This must be in developing a working knowledge of their technical environment in order to become again the 
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active producer of their future, instead of being the passive consumers of a lifestyle that is essentially 

destructive. 

Amélie Berger-Soraruff is based at the Maison Française d'Oxford and work for a five-year research project on the 

history of scientific consensus in the 17th century. She is an Associate Member of the Scottish Centre for Continental 

Philosophy at the University of Dundee, UK. Her book "Technics of existence: Sartre, Foucault and Stiegler" will be 

released with bloomsbury in December 2024. 

REE BODDÉ  

Independent Researcher  

Untruth of Woman - Reading Luce Irigaray  

The paper "Untruth of Woman – Reading Luce Irigaray" reveal the difficulty of engaging with Irigaray’s 

critique within Western metaphysical frameworks that systematically reduce the feminine to a passive and 

inert role, stripping her of generative power. From Plato to Freud, these systems confine the feminine to 

inertia, merely receiving form rather than producing it, complicating any meaningful inquiry into her 

philosophical significance. Irigaray’s Speculum of the Other Woman confronts this issue by turning the 

metaphorical speculum back on these frameworks, revealing how they perpetuate masculine hysteria 

through the appropriation, dis-appropriation and, inversion of the feminine.  

By analysing Plato’s allegory of the cave and Plotinus’ depiction of  Matter as the “Mother of All,” in Tractate 

6 of the Enneads, the paper reveals how these systems depend on the feminine even as they erode her, 

uncovering a masculine hysteria rooted in the logic of exclusion to uphold masculine ideals. The paper 

traces Irigaray’s reconstructive project, focusing on her metaphor of the burning glass which ignites a 

reimagined metaphysical approach that dismantles these representational systems and, creates a space  

for a different a priori, one that restores the feminine as a vital, generative force within metaphysics. 

Dr Ree Boddé, recipient of the Kate Edgar postdoctoral research award, earned her PhD from the University of Auckland 

in 2007. She is the founder of "Think Prevent" a statewide Victorian prevention of violence against women program. 

Currently, Ree is working as an independent researcher on her forth-coming book, Untruth of Woman: Reading Luce 

Irigaray. 

CHRISTOPHER BOERDAM  

University of Queensland  

Žižek's Christian Atheism and the Divine Subject  

In his latest book, Christian Atheism (2024), Žižek has continued to make the seemingly paradoxical claim 

that to be a genuine materialist, one must embrace some form of Christianity, building on similar arguments 

he made in earlier works including The Fragile Absolute (2001), The Puppet and the Dwarf (2003), and The 

Monstrosity of Christ (2011). The focus of this paper will be to answer the obvious question of why Žižek 

claims that Christianity can help clarify our understanding of a materialism.  

I will outline how Žižek uses Lacanian psychoanalytical concepts to reinterpret Hegel's account of 

Christianity from Phenomenology of Spirit and how this allows Žižek to theorise a type of anti-sacred 'divine' 

that involves a revelation of the lack in the other and a concomitant capacity for an abyssal, self-grounded 

love. I argue that an understanding of Žižek's atheistic Christian theology clarifies how his dialectical 

materialist ontology - one that sees material reality as incomplete or non-all - allows for a materialist account 

of freedom as not merely the negative capacity to 'do otherwise', but a disciplined, following-through on one's 

absolute commitment to the fragile, contingent objects found in the world. 

Christopher Boerdam is an independent researcher who completed his PhD studies on the work of Slavoj Žižek in 2021. 

His other areas of interest include Hegel, Lacan, and Badiou. He currently works as a high school English teacher in 

Brisbane. 
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GEOFF BOUCHER  

Deakin University  

Plebiscitary Authoritarianism and the Authoritarian Personality: Summary and Prospects  

This paper summarises research into the political forms of rightwing authoritarianism currently resurgent in 

the USA and Western Europe, and already in ascendancy in much of Eastern Europe and Russia. I clarify 

the nature of this kind of authoritarianism--and its use of electoral facades--relative to its difference from 

classical forms of paramilitary authoritarianism (i.e., fascism) and military dictatorship. Next, I describe the 

crisis dynamics of such authoritarian regimes and illuminate their relationship to often used, but ill-defined, 

terms, such as "authoritarian populism" and the Far Right.  

With an understanding in hand of why such politics must build an ideologically radicalised mass base, I then 

discuss the explanatory traction of the concept of the authoritarian personality. Far from this being a 

descriptor of the psychopathology of leader figures or a reduction of politics to psychology, I argue, it is a 

cogent identification of the potential mass base for cross-class authoritarian movements and an explanation 

of why it is that such movements are characterised by irrationalist ideologies. Finally, based on a five year 

study of authoritarian writing, I construct a concept of the "silhouette of the neighbour," potently employed in 

new authoritarian propaganda, and clarify its relation to authoritarian recruitment. 

Geoff Boucher is associate professor in Literature, Writing and Culture at Deakin University. His current research 

concerns the contemporary relevance of the authoritarian personality. Geoff's most recent book is Habermas and 

Literature (Bloomsbury, 2021) and his new book on Critical Theory and the Authoritarian Personality (Edinburgh UP, 

2025) is in press. His next research project will document Louis Althusser's discovery of the future. 

SEAN BOWDEN  

Deakin University  

Solving Some Open Problems in the Philosophy of Action, Between Dreyfus and Deleuze  

There are a number of open problems in contemporary philosophy of action, including so-called "deviant 

causal chains", "disappearing agents", "expressive" actions, and the costliness and clumsiness of 

explanations of skilled actions that rely on mental representations. Dreyfus's "moderately anti-

representationalist" account of skill acquisition and skilled action/coping arguably solves many of these 

problems for a range of action cases. However, Dreyfus's account also has a number of shortcomings. In 

particular, while Dreyfus accepts that representations play a role in the early stages of skill acquisition and 

non-expert action, and that the explanation of intentional planning agency requires the ascription of 

representational mental states, he tends to underappreciate the role that representations can play in the 

actions of experts (as opposed to in earlier stages), and does not explain how high-level representational 

mental states could communicate with non-representational motor intentionality. Taking these problems as a 

starting point, this paper will consider whether there are resources in Deleuze's philosophy to solve them, in 

part through an engagement with Jack Reynolds's work on Dreyfus, Deleuze and l'habitude. 

Sean Bowden is Senior Lecturer in Philosophy at Deakin University, Australia. He is the author of The Priority of Events: 

Deleuze's Logic of Sense (Edinburgh University Press, 2011), and the co-editor of Problems in Twentieth Century 

French Philosophy (Routledge 2019 - with Mark G.E. Kelly), Deleuze and Pragmatism (Routledge, 2015 - with Simone 

Bignall and Paul Patton) and Badiou and Philosophy (Edinburgh University Press, 2012 - with Simon Duffy). He is 

currently finalizing a monograph on action and agency in Deleuze. 

DANIEL BRENNAN  

Bond University  

Arendt, the Apollo Program, and the Human Experience: Exploring the Space Program's 
Role in Natality, Pluralism, and Resilience  

Hannah Arendt famously expressed ambivalence about the space program, cautioning that the exuberance 

for scientific advancements might distance concerns of knowledge from phenomena that augment and 

enrich the experience of being-in-the-world. Her warnings resonate with the biopolitics of Giorgio Agamben 
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and others who identify deterministic systems as sources of pervasive control. Despite her critiques, Arendt's 

position is complex; in the prologue to The Human Condition, she suggests that the space program, absent 

militaristic and political pressures, could have been a source of joy. 

This paper explores Arendt's ambivalent critique of the space program through the lens of two recent films 

depicting the Apollo program: First Man (2018) and Fly Me to the Moon (2024). I argue that these films 

reveal a deeply human connection to the space program, one that emphasises not the departure from Earth 

but a vivid furtherance of the ideas of natality and pluralism. Moreover, I contend that contemporary scientific 

achievements, such as the development of the COVID-19 vaccine, demonstrate the potential for science, 

often labelled as reductive and deterministic, to transcend political and militaristic determinism. These films 

underscore the capacity of science to resist such determinism, highlighting its role in fostering human 

creativity and resilience. 

Daniel Brennan lectures in philosophy and political action at Bond University. He is the author of the Political Thought  

of Vaclav Havel (Brill, 2017) and Surfing and the Philosophy of Sport (Lexington Books, 2021). He is the co-editor of 

Hannah Arendt and the History of Thought (Lexington Books, 2022). 

CONOR BRETT  

University of Melbourne  

Masculinity Crisis, Conjunctural Crisis  

The notion of a "crisis of masculinity" is central to masculinity studies, used by scholars to think through 

contexts as diverse as British fascism during the inter-war years, contemporary boys' declining educational 

outcomes, and the emergence of neoliberal subjectivities in post-Mao China. Raewyn Connell, whose theory 

of hegemonic masculinity is foundational to masculinity studies, also centres crisis in her work.  

Drawing on Juliet Mitchell, Antonio Gramsci, and Jurgen Habermas, she develops a structuralist account of 

gender, wherein contradictions between the "gender order's" interlocking structures produce crisis 

tendencies. In this paper, I will return to the work of Mitchell, Gramsci and Habermas, drawing out how each 

formulates crisis and how that might link to their own historical conjuncture. I then aim to think through the 

potential implications of Connell subsuming these three theorists within her conceptualisation of gender 

relations. In doing so, I hope to elucidate how her work might be relevant in the current conjuncture, one 

increasingly defined as dominated by ecological and economic crises. 

Conor Brett is an academic tutor and research assistant at the University of Melbourne. His research focuses on theories 

of crisis, masculinity, and right-wing politics. 

JESSE BRINDLEY  

La Trobe University   

Towards a Sketch of Georg Simmel's Metaphysics: World as Fragment and Form  

This paper sketches Georg Simmel's metaphysics as it appears in an underappreciated work, Main 

Problems of Philosophy, for the purpose of developing a propaedeutic through which to better grasp the 

unity of his major work, Philosophy of Money. For Simmel, the nature of philosophy itself is the first 

philosophical problem. The plethora of contents and ways of thinking called 'philosophy', arising from its 

tendency toward an unachievable 'presuppositionless-ness', render a content-based definition impossible. 

Philosophy is therefore better characterised as a temporally and culturally situated interrelationship to world 

which aims to conceptualise its totality as such, according to Simmel.  

The situatedness of philosophy gives rise to specific expressions of the world as mediated through socio-

culturally evolving 'fragments', or value-laden 'forms' which differentiate and organise its content. The 'world', 

therefore, is such that it expresses itself by means of temporally and culturally situated fragments which bear 

no intrinsic relation to one another. Thus, one task of the philosopher is to construct a conceptual totality of 

the world, replete with the continuities and 'contradictions' of its fragmentary expressions, resulting in a 

perspectival, kaleidoscopic unity. This is the conception of world which underlies and unites Simmel's task in 

Philosophy of Money. 
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I am a PhD candidate at La Trobe University, interested in social theory/sociology, critical theory, German idealism, 

cultural theory/criticism, political economy, and, of course, continental philosophy! In short, anything which helps us 

better understand and critique contemporary life is of interest. To my mind, Simmel's Philosophy of Money is one such 

resource which remains underappreciated, and which I hope to, at the very least, make theoretically available for 

contemporary critical understanding of contemporary life.   

PETRA BROWN (CO-AUTHOR DR TAMARA KAYALI BROWN) 

Deakin University 

Relational Autonomy, Vulnerability and Political Life in a Post-Covid World  

The liberal tradition of political agency is based on the idea of the autonomous self who acts independently, 

free from external influence. This concept has been challenged by the global pandemic, which highlighted 

our interdependence and collective vulnerability, threatening the self-identity of both the independent liberal 

political subject and the neoliberal consumer-citizen.  

In contrast, feminist philosophers propose 'relational autonomy,' which views connections with others as 

crucial to an understanding of autonomy. Whilst influential in applied disciplines such as bioethics and health 

studies, we suggest that relational autonomy has relevance in political discourse in a post-Covid world, 

particularly through its attentiveness to the place of vulnerability in relationship contexts.  

In this paper, we present a typology of vulnerability distinguishing between positive, self-constituting forms 

that arise from trusting relationships and negative, self-negating forms that emerge in inter-personal 

relationships and environments damage the capacity for self-respect. We then apply this typology to critically 

analyse two responses to the pandemic: the Australian Government's National Mental Health and Wellbeing 

Pandemic Response Plan (May 2020) and the Victorian Government's lockdown of public housing towers in 

inner Melbourne (July 2020). 

Dr Petra Brown is a Lecturer in the School of Humanities and Social Sciences at Deakin University, with research 

interests in phenomenology, feminist philosophy, ethical and political philosophy, political theology, and 19 to mid-20th 

century German existentialist philosophy. 

Tamara is a bioethicist, philosopher of medicine and Senior Lecturer in the School of Medicine at Deakin University and 

University, and an Adjunct Research Fellow in the Practical and Public Ethics Research Group at Charles Sturt 

University. Research interests include gender issues in bioethics, reproductive technology (particularly ethical issues 

related to non-medical sex selection) and neuroethics (particularly ethical and philosophical issues related to diagnoses 

of mental illness). 

MANFRED CAIN  

University of Melbourne  

Totality Occluded: Reconstructing Post-critical Methodologies in 'The Library of Babel'   

The Library of Babel is a dead, eternal place and its books are authorless. This paper unpacks the 'textual 

ontology' of the Library as described in Jorge Luis Borges's 1941 fiction, drawing a parallel with the 

equivalent presupposed by post-critical methododologies. A confusion between infinity and totality is 

explicated, and a means of subjectivation beyond this considered. Lacanian topology will be employed to 

understand how the nature of language itself occludes the true size of the universe, while Alain Badiou's 

logics will reveal in greater detail whereby the irreproducibility of a text may be remembered. 

I am a student at the University of Melbourne studying English and Theatre Studies. Particularly interested in 

psychoanalysis and continental philosophy, I have also benefitted from a counter-institutional education with the MSCP 

and at the Clyde Hotel. 
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CONALL CASH  

St Francis Xavier University (Canada)  

Pump it Up: Aneconomy and Spectrality in Contemporary Cinema  

The ghost is a figure of economy, returning to the living to remind them of their unpaid debts, recalling that it 

is off the backs of those who came before that the living are able to enjoy the fruits of the world. This paper 

will consider a range of contemporary films –Mati Diop’s Dahomey (2024) and Atlantics (2019), Alice 

Diop’s Saint Omer (2022), and Coralie Fargeat’s The Substance (2024) – in which the flesh of the living is 

compelled to face its economic debts to those who came before. If Mati Diop’s films make the political and 

postcolonial realities of this spectral economy especially palpable, it is with Fargeat’s The Substance that we 

find a striking exploration not only of the revenge of history upon the living, but of the desire to transcend 

economic relations as such which orients economic activity. Presenting a world in which femininity requires a 

constant work of aerobic self-perfection – emblematised by the recurring exhortation to “Pump it up!” – The 

Substance further shows the ultimate object of desire to be that of a plenitude of love and adoration, whose 

completeness would be beyond the finitude of the economic. This paper will consider contemporary cinema’s 

spectral haunting by economic questions of debt and lack, even (or especially) in the desire to transcend 

them. 

Conall Cash is a 2023-25 Canadian Banting Postdoctoral Fellow in Comparative Literature. He was previously Lecturer 

in French Studies at the University of Melbourne, after completing his PhD in the Romance Studies department at 

Cornell University in 2022. He has published articles on modernist literature, cinema, and philosophies of the personal 

and impersonal, in outlets including New Literary History, Angelaki, MLN, and b2o. 

LEVI CHECKETTS  

Hong Kong Baptist University  

The Impossibility of   

Andrew Feenberg develops his Critical Theory of Technology from Herbert Marcuse's One Dimensional 

Man. Following Marcuse's suggestions to get out of one dimensionality, Feenberg outlines suggestions for 

the possibility of democratic technologies, that is technologies that are not fixed to the dominant "technical 

code." However, as Marcuse suggests in some of his other writings, One Dimensional Man is the spiritual 

successor to Eros and Civilisation, where he puts Freud and Marx into dialogue to assess the function of 

repression in maintaining a docile populace. Marcuse's reading of Freud opens the possibility of 

"unrepressed eros," a "way out." 

I contend that if one takes the Lacanian reading of repression, Marcuse's thesis is subject to challenge. 

Lacan believes that repression is the cost of entering the symbolic order: there is no society without 

repression. The implication is that any "new" social order which supplants one form of domination installs 

another form of repression. Thus, Feenberg's "democratic technologies," which are meant to release 

individuals from hegemonic technical codes would then only create new repressive technical codes in their 

place. We're left to ask, then, whether there is any possibility for a truly democratic technology. 

Dr. Levi Checketts is an assistant professor of religion and philosophy and associate director of the Centre for Applied 

Ethics at HKBU. His work lies in the intersection of new technologies and their economic and social implications. His 

monograph, Poor Technology: Artificial Intelligence and the Experience of Poverty, challenges the regnant hegemonic 

epistemology underwriting AI research. He has published in Techne, Religions, Prometheus and elsewhere. 

TONY CHENG  

Waseda Institute for Advanced Study, Tokyo  

Transcendental Arguments Renewed  

Transcendental arguments were once very prominent in Western philosophy, notably in German idealism, 

the phenomenological tradition, and P. F. Strawson's thinking. However, they have fallen out of fashion 

because of their associations with transcendental idealism, phenomenalism, and verificationism. Somewhat 
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paradoxically, they are still often invoked by important figures in contemporary philosophy, even if the very 

same traditions have cast much doubt on such arguments.  

Even more problematically, the nature of transcendental arguments remains unclear: are they supposed to 

be deductive? Are they synthetic or analytic? If they are a priori, how are they supposed to be about the 

empirical world? What are their relations to necessity, conceivability, and essence? This talk takes up the 

challenge of elucidating the nature of transcendental arguments, as embedded in the wider context of 

transcendental philosophy. It will be argued that the key premise - known as 'transcendental conditional' - 

might be synthetic, necessary, and a posteriori. We will invoke certain examples in the continental tradition - 

such as Husserl on other minds and Heidegger on being and others - to illustrate the points. 

I am an associate professor at Waseda Institute for Advanced Study. My areas of specialisation include transcendental 

philosophy, philosophy of perception, and philosophy of psychology, incorporating resources from both the continental 

and the analytic traditions. Whenever useful, considerations from cognitive sciences are also accommodated. In addition 

to journal papers and book chapters, I have also published two research monographs: John McDowell on Worldly 

Subjectivity: Oxford Kantianism Meets Phenomenology and Cognitive Sciences (Bloomsbury Academia, 2021),  

and Transcendental Epistemology (Cambridge University Press, 2024). 

PATRICK CHESTER  

QMUL  

Anastrophically Ruined: Producing New Modalities of Disaster in Shelley and Turner, 
Deleuze and Blanchot  

In the opening lines of Maurice Blanchot's The Writing of the Disaster, he claims that "The disaster ruins 

everything, all the while leaving everything intact." In an era in which the entire fabric of society is threatened 

with ruination, it is invaluable to return to this ideas and examine the value of ruination and disaster: it's 

downfalls (qua catastrophe) and it's upturns (qua anastrophe). In this paper I aim to elucidate models of 

productive disaster as a means to reformulate the fundamental role that simulation plays aesthetically and 

scientifically in producing new concepts and new futures. In doing so, I will examine JMW Turner and Percy 

Bysshe Shelley's works in the light of both their historical context, sitting on the verge of a new age at once 

meteorological, economic and philosophical. I will also utilise the philosophy of Maurice Blanchot and Giles 

Deleuze to explore the relevance of aesthetic and scientific simulation in relation to bringing a new world into 

being one that has the potential to be catastrophic or anastrophic. 

Patrick Chester, PhD (cand.) at QMUL. My thesis is titled Tremors of Thought: Perspectives of Disaster in Negative 

Romanticism. My most recent publication was "Looking with Lidless Eyes: Surveying the development of Romantic 

Perspectivism in Response to Disaster and its Critical Appreciation in Kierkegaard and Nietzsche." In: Serapion 

Zweijahresschrift fur europ√§ische Romantik and I have a chapter being published by Brill in a volume titled Catastrophe 

and Critique. Most recently, I have presented on romanticism and catastrophe at the Romantic Studies Association of 

Australasia annual conference and the German Studies Association annual conference. 

ARIEL COHEN   

The Syncretic Image of Thought; or, How to summon Forth a "New People to Come"  

Deleuze and Guattari's understanding of the relation of philosophy to the phenomenon of traditions of 

thought in What is Philosophy is contradictory. Philosophy is presented as limited to the continuation of a 

particular lineage of thinkers (western thought); while simultaneously as an activity which does not 

necessitate a relation to any tradition. In response to this incongruity, I claim that Deleuze and Guattari's 

thought can be construed as identifying philosophical thought itself as inherently syncretic, even if, factually, 

it does not always fully manifest this characteristic.  

I conduct my argument by examining their description of the philosophical activity in What is Philosophy as 

the creation of new concepts. Nevertheless, this creation is not ex nihilo, but always draws from a virtual field 

of components and concepts. This virtual field subsists in a temporality of coexistence, in which concepts 

and traditions do not supersede each other, but can always become equally relevant to a given problem. 



ASCP Conference 2-4 December 2024  60 

I conclude by arguing that from those aspects we can deduce a latent culturally syncretic image of thought; 

wherein, philosophy, as creative thought, produces novelty which ruptures the doxa of tradition only 

inasmuch as it potentially can integrate elements from diverse traditions into new relations. 

Ariel Cohen's research deals with intercultural philosophy by tying together contemporary continental philosophy, 

particularly metaphysics, and East Asian philosophy. They are currently writing a research project in which they put in 

dialogue East Asian thinkers engaged in intercultural thought, like Mou Zongsan, and the philosophy of Deleuze and 

Guattari. 

THOMAS CORBIN (CO-AUTHORS: LUCINDA MCKNIGHT (ABSENTIA) AND JACK REYNOLDS) 

Deakin University - CRADLE  

AI Summarisers and Unit Readings (Teaching in the age of AI)  

Reading is the foundation of continental philosophy. Until recently, teaching practice in continental 

philosophy for the most part dealt with a clear binary, either students had done the readings, or they had not. 

However, the advent of Generative AI (GenAI) introduces a new and concerning method for students to 

engage with their unit readings, AI summarisation. GenAI summarisation tools are now being built into PDF 

readers (including Adobe) as well as becoming standard inclusion in GenAI institutional offerings (including 

GPT-Edu and Copilot). However, no research to date (in any discipline) has explored either the extent of use 

of these tools by students nor the concerns this use brings with it. This paper presents the initial results  

of a study conducted with undergraduate philosophy students at four large Australian universities. We will 

present the students own thoughts on these tools, on their application and the risks they bring with them.  

To conclude, we will present our thoughts on these tools, specifically on three leading concerns we hold 

regarding the potential consequences their use suggests. 

According to Wikipedia, Thomas Corbin is a United States Naval Officer. 

JOE COULSTOCK BRISICK  

University of Technology Sydney  

Becoming-relocalised: Hand-weeding with Deleuze in Excolonial Milieus  

Val Plumwood has shown how the ecological crises of the Anthropocene are not separate from other crises 

of this epoch; each are expressions of dualist thought, a mode of thinking characterised by mastery. 

Accordingly, dualism also expresses the logic of colonisation. If Plumwood's critique is to be taken seriously, 

then responses to ecological crises must not only attend to their materiality, but also their immateriality, for 

Anthropogenic crises are also crises of ontology. Furthermore, since our conceptualisations of the world and 

problems affects our capacity for action, these are also crises of agency and practice. If dualism 

hyperseparates humans and nature, what strategies for reconnection and relocalisation emerge from 

nondualist practices of thought? And, to disrupt the dualist logic of colonisation and become 'ex-colonial', 

how should settlers who still benefit from colonisation responsibly think about and ethically enact such 

strategies in relation to First Nations peoples, knowledges, and lands? This presentation aligns Deleuze's 

philosophy of immanence and becoming with Indigenous scholar Brian Burkhart's conceptualisation of 

localisation as a method for countering dualism. I conclude by considering hand-weeding in bush 

regeneration as an 'ex-colonial' activity for becoming-relocalised, consequently producing thought as a 

practice of being-with the world. 

Joe Coulstock Brisick is a PhD Candidate in the Environmental Humanities at the University of Technology Sydney and a 

bush regenerator in Maleny, Queensland. His research is working towards the creation of a novel conceptualisation of 

nondualist thought that is materially grounded in localised practices of ecological care and resists colonial logics of 

mastery and separation. 
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MACIEK CZERKAWSKI  

The Chinese University of Hong Kong, Shenzhen  

Being and Utmost Generality: Introducing the Arch-Paradox of Being  

Two arguments have been offered in recent years to show that Being - as Heidegger conceives of it - is a 

being. Since Heidegger also claims that 'the Being of beings "is" not itself a being', each argument gives rise 

to a paradox. This paper accomplishes three things. First, it raises an objection to the two arguments. 

Second, it answers this objection by appealing to the principle of the utmost generality of Being (by which our 

concept of Being is the most general one that we have) and, in this way, recovers the paradoxes. Third, it 

develops a new argument to show that Being is a being based directly on this principle. Due to its direct 

employment of this principle - without which the other two arguments fail - the resultant paradox proves to be 

the most fundamental of the lot, hence the 'arch-paradox' of Being. 

Maciek Czerkawski is a philosopher working in Post-Kantian Philosophy (especially Heidegger), Ancient Philosophy 

(especially Aristotle), and analytic-style Metaphysics. Projects he enjoys the most straddle these areas. He is employed 

as a Lecturer in Philosophy and General Education by CUHK-Shenzhen in China. Before that, he was an Assistant 

Professor of Philosophy at Maria Curie-Skłodowska University (UMCS) in Lublin, Poland. He completed his graduate 

work in the UK, at the University of Warwick (MA) and the University of Oxford (DPhil). 

LEONARD D'CRUZ  

University of Melbourne  

The "Power" of Death Over Life: What Demarcates Necropolitics from Biopolitics?  

Achille Mbembe presents "necropolitics" as a corrective to Foucault's conception of biopolitics. While 

Mbembe's work has certainly been influential, it is not clear that he succeeds in demarcating necropolitics 

from biopolitics. In this paper, I argue that Mbembe's articulation of necropolitics lacks conceptual clarity and 

is predicated on a fundamental misreading of Foucault's work. More specifically, I show that Mbembe 

misconstrues Foucault's understanding of the relationship between biopower and sovereign power, and thus 

underestimates Foucault's capacity to account for the politics of death. This leaves Mbembe's framework in 

need of conceptual reconstruction, and raises important questions about how it should be operationalised to 

analyse contemporary socio-political phenomena. Ultimately, I suggest that necropolitics is best 

conceptualised as the convergence of biopolitical racism and sovereign power. On this basis, I suggest that 

the essence of necropolitics is already captured by Foucault's notion of "state racism", and that Mbembe is 

wrong to suggest that "necropower" constitutes a modality of power in its own right. Nonetheless, I maintain 

that Mbembe's work serves an important function in bringing certain effects of power into focus, as 

evidenced by his empirical insights into the creation of "death-worlds" and the experiences of the "living 

dead". 

Leonard D'Cruz is a sessional academic at the University of Melbourne. He received his PhD in 2023 with a thesis on 

Foucault and normative political philosophy. 

ANYA DALY  

University of Tasmania  

The Problem of Ontology  

The use of the term 'ontology' has a chequered history in philosophy in large part due to the failure to 

distinguish between Ontology as the study of the underlying structure of Being, and ontology as used in 

various applied domains, as specific to particular fields of study and to particular cultures. The defining 

moment in Western philosophy is Plato's 'Divided Line' hypothesis which sets out a dualist ontology defining 

both his hierarchical metaphysics and epistemology. And it is this dualist turn in thinking that has 

reverberated throughout the history of Western philosophy, reaching its apogee with Cartesianism, and 

continues to inform analytic philosophy particularly and many disciplines downstream from philosophy, 

including all the human sciences. In this unashamedly exploratory paper, I will first give a brief sketch of 

some historical moments in the understanding of ontology and then go on to look more closely at the notion 

of relational ontology. In recent scholarship spanning Indigenous philosophy, enactive-phenomenology, 
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psychology, sociology, political theory, computer science, and even analytic philosophy, this notion of 

relational ontology has figured prominently. However, across all these domains the interpretation and 

provenance of this notion 'relational ontology' remains contentious. I would like to explore these contentions 

with you. 

Anya Daly is Senior Lecturer in Philosophy and Ethics at the University of Tasmania. She is co-lead of the EthicsLAB, 

School of Humanities, University of Tasmania, a member of the International Association for Youth Mental Health 

(IAYMH), a research member for the Human Research Ethics Committee, and member of the Australasian Association 

of Philosophy. 

Anya's research investigates the intersections of phenomenology with philosophy of mind, philosophy of psychiatry, 

philosophy of perception, embodied and social cognition, enactivism, ethics, aesthetics and Buddhist philosophy. " 

OSCAR DAVIS  

Bond University  

Hermeneutics and Canoes: A Fusion of Horizons in Oceanic Philosophy  

Gadamer's critique of method situates the philosopher as living among a world of objects to which they no 

longer belong. This concept of knowledge based on scientific procedure necessitates a methodological 

universalism that in Bacon's words, seeks to 'extend the empire of man over things.' This leads to two 

interconnected observations. First, there are certain ways of doing philosophy which exclude other ways of 

knowing, and this surfaces in attempts to demarcate Indigenous knowledge traditions and Western science. 

Second, our environmental theories, such as our attempts to articulate our moral responsibility in the face of 

environmental crises, mirror our own alienation from the natural world.  

Hermeneutic inquiry illuminates the possibility that an exclusionary and anthropocentric philosophical method 

emerges when our epistemic resources are tainted by our methodological preference for fact over meaning, 

for essence over relation, and for knowledge over understanding. Hermeneutics not only makes possible 

taking the truth of other ways of knowing seriously, it also makes possible our seeing ourselves as part of the 

natural world anew. I develop this view drawing upon meaning, relationality, and ways of knowing in the 

Southern Coast of Papua New Guinea and Indigenous Australian knowledge traditions. 

Oscar Davis is an Assistant Professor in Philosophy and Indigenous Studies at Bond University. 

TIMOTHY DEANE-FREEMAN   

Schizoanalysis and the Semiotics of Nature  

In this paper, I introduce Felix Guattari's philosophy of signs, which is constructed as a critical response to 

what he takes to be the limitations of semiotics conceived in the structural linguistic mode. Against this latter 

model -which posits signs as comprising a signifier indexed arbitrarily against a signified- Guattari will draw 

upon the image of the machine, suggesting that signs might better be conceived as components in 

ontogenetic machineries which work to simultaneously both organise and problematise the real.  

In this context, I argue that Guattari provides us with a semiotics which might account for the exchange of 

multilateral and transformative affects between qualitatively distinct multiplicities, both corporeal and virtual, 

human and non-human. Guattari dubs the catalytic operators of such transformations "abstract machines," 

his name for incorporeal experimental processes which "semiotise" reality in accordance with an immanent 

and transversal creativity. In closing, I gesture towards some concrete applications of this approach, arguing 

that it constitutes a necessary extension of both aesthetic and semiotic concerns beyond the purview of the 

human being. 

Timothy Deane-Freeman is an Independent Scholar currently teaching across various higher education institutions in 

Naarm/Melbourne, Australia. He is the author of the monograph Deleuze, Digital Media and Thought, published by 

Edinburgh University Press, and is presently co-editing a collection on philosophical accounts of artistic agency. 
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MAX DEUTSCHER  

Macquarie University (Emeritus) University of Queensland (Honorary Professor)  

Origins and Poetry: Holderlin and Celan  

I compare an early poem of Holderlin's with parts of Wordsworth's Prelude, and then both of those with Paul 

Celan's poems on Holderlin - and on his, Celan's, (failed) meeting with Heidegger. I follow this with a close 

reading of some 'difficult' poems in Celan's Die Niemandsrose which, I find, are not so difficult after all. 

Amongst many other things, he distances himself from any nostalgic returrn to using 'God' as a name; 

instead he replaces it with an apostrophic use of 'no-one' and 'no-thing. In a parody of Genesis, he praises 

Nothing for making life out of dust. I consider, via Lacoue-Labarthe, Rimbaud's 'Memoire' - how nostalgia 

leaves the poet as if motionless on a lake. I find my way back into Holderlin via his exposure of the perpetual 

desire for an authority and for purity of origin. Holderlin, for his supposed desire for purity of origin, was set 

on a pedestal by the 'cultural' members of the Nazis ; we can read him as a Derrida already: every stream 

was already a tributary. While Paul Celan once said, dramatically, that there is something wrong about 

Holderlin, but Celan's own rejection of the Patriarchs and the desire for their return is trenchant wit. 

Foundation professor Macquarie 1966-1998. 

Author of Subjecting and Objecting; Michele Le Doeuff (ed); Genre and Void 2024, Judgement after Arendt (2028), In 

Sensible Judgement 2014. Currently working on a book: Truth in Poetry and in Philosophy. 

SUJAYA DHANVANTARI  

University of Guelph  

The Refusal of Colonial Temporality  

The colonial duration structures not only oppressive temporalities but also possibilities for refusal (Al-Saji). I 

argue that Fanon's elucidations of the "colonial wound" elicit not only an understanding of pathology but also 

a nascent anticolonial politics of refusal. Bringing the tools of medical diagnosis to the invention of an 

anticolonial phenomenology, Fanon accounts for the lived reality of racial and colonial trauma on the one 

hand, and on the other, draws attention to the enacted refusal of its imagined perpetuity. 

In "The North African Syndrome" (1952), Fanon excavates the linear temporality imposed on the bodies and 

psyches of the colonised and mines possibilities for refusal. Clinical observations lead him to illuminate the 

nonlinear temporalities of trauma and illness unnoticed by the colonial doctors in his ward. In this 1952 

essay, Fanon opposes the linear temporal structure of the medical concept of the lesion by disclosing the 

patient's felt sense of the timelessness of racial and colonial terror, including dimensions of phantasms, 

unlocalisable in the psychic and somatic experience. Fanon thus draws out the refusal of the colonially 

determined pathologisation by the racialised and colonised patient, to elucidate the typically disregarded 

nonlinear temporalities structuring racial and colonial experience. 

Sujaya Dhanvantari is Assistant Professor of Philosophy at the University of Guelph (Canada). Her article "The Concept 

of Unlivability: A Reading of Frantz Fanon's 'The North African Syndrome' (1952)" is published in Southern Journal of 

Philosophy. She has also published on Fanon's work in Puncta: Journal of Critical Phenomenology (2020) and in the 

book collection Thinking Catherine Malabou: Passionate Detachments (Rowman & Littlefield, 2018). She is currently 

completing an encyclopedia entry for the Encyclopedia of Phenomenology (Springer) on the racial epidermal schema  

as a concept in phenomenology. 

IDDO DICKMANN  

Nanjing University  

Chimeric Bodily Schema and Talmudic Laws of Divorce  

According to Merleau-Ponty organs redistribute repeatedly in accordance with incessantly changing tasks. 

We are, as it were, a multiplicity of animals correspondingly with the multiplicity of tasks which being-in-the-

world entails. Merleau-Ponty has moreover differentiated between the habitual body (heart beats for 

example), that supports a bodily schema on the level of infrastructure, and the actual body performing this 

schema.  
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In the present paper, I will study Talmudic discussions dedicated to the bestowing and reception of the get, 

bill of divorce, and argue that these discussions intrigue the question whether we should understand the 

concept of bodily schema in Merleau-Ponty to entail yet another layer of multiplicity, at the level of the single 

schema engaging with the single task itself. I will focus on Talmudic ontological and legal differentiation 

between a case where the husband throws the get indirectly, ballistically, from afar, and the case of handing 

or placing the get directly. I will show how this differentiation raises the question whether a bodily schema 

qua icon could be chimeric, a "monster" comprising parts of different "animals" grafted onto each other, at 

least in the case where a corresponding task involves an aesthetic or logical incommensurability between its 

components. 

Dickmann is an Assoc. Prof. at the Department of Philosophy, Nanjing University. He teaches 20th century French 

Philosophy and Jewish Thought. He particularly explores paradoxes of self-reference from a Continental Philosophy 

point of view, and their application to Ontology and the Sciences. His publications include a monograph with SUNY  

Press (2019) entitled "The Little Crystalline Seed: The Ontological Significance of the Mise en abyme in Post-

Heideggerian Thought. 

KURT DOGLIONE  

University of Queensland  

The Intellect and Matter in Henri Bergson  

This chapter explores the relationship between intellectual knowledge and matter in Henri Bergson's 

philosophy. More precisely, I ask Bergson, does the intellect know matter absolutely? I ask this because, 

with regard to this issue, there appears to be a contradiction in his work. To be explicit, the earlier Bergson 

claims that the intellect cannot know matter absolutely. Whereas, in his later work, he claims that the intellect 

can know matter absolutely. Broadly then, this chapter aims to understand Bergson's position on the 

absolute, the intellect, why the intellect cannot know matter absolutely, and then finally, what reasons he 

gives to justify his apparent change in position. I will conclude by arguing that, given the reasons he provides 

earlier, he cannot argue that we know matter absolutely through the intellect but only approximately. 

Kurt is a PHD candidate at the University of Queensland. His research primarily explores the philosophy of Henri 

Bergson and grapples with the  contemporary scholarship surrounding his work since Deleuze’s Bergsonism. 

ELESE DOWDEN  

Trinity College, University of Melbourne 

Girlboss Leviathan: Femininity, Power and Romanticism After the 1960s  

What is contemporary Romanticism? And has the ‘girlboss’ movement gone too far? This paper seeks to 

take philosophical and historical stock, stemming from the Early Modern Reformation(s) to the present cult of 

Western hyper-individualism, to consider how negation contributes to both femininity and Romanticism in 

Western popular culture.  

Sketching a contemporary Girlboss caricature of Hobbes’ Leviathan, I first examine the tyrannical and 

infantilised trope of the ‘brat’ via dominant cultural representations to demonstrate that though historic 

feminisms have achieved much, resolving enduring social problems such as gendered violence will require 

much more than sending our tox-masc boyfriends to therapy. Further, social media has allowed women  

and gender nonconforming people to represent ourselves on our own terms across digital spheres,  

but rather than leading us towards total liberation, this may instead produce the uncanny effect of self-

objectification to reify traditional modes of gender.  

Ultimately, dominant Western notions of femininity must go beyond a sheer reversal of these traditional 

power dynamics to deconstruct social hierarchy, as I argue, from a much greater collective ethics of care.  

To illustrate this, I offer some potential remedies via the thought of William Godwin and Mary Graham. 

Elese Dowden is a writer and recovering philosopher from Aotearoa New Zealand working as a Lecturer in the History  

of Ideas at Trinity College, University of Melbourne, on unceded Wurundjeri country in Naarm. She completed a PhD  

in Philosophy with a thesis on ethical restoration after historical injustice at University of Queensland in 2019 and holds  
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a Master of Arts from the University of Auckland. Her research interests include Continental philosophy, Anglophone 

literary criticism, and Antipodean history. 

ARUNDHATI DUBEY  

Indian Institute of Technology, Bombay  

Jean-Luc Nancy and Dialectical Materialism: Love, Subjectivity, and Community  

In this paper, I will analyse the structure of subjectivity as it materialises in relation to community through 

Jean-Luc Nancy's assertion, "Thinking is love," in his The Inoperative Community. Nancy's discussion in this 

work on the community without communion, i.e., social structures opposed to any totalitarian as well as 

liberal societies, remains crucial to think beyond our present-day crises of neoliberal capitalism and 

geopolitical violence.  

My explication counteracts the dichotomy between affects and thinking to suggest that Nancy's tautology 

between love and thinking foregrounds love as an ontological affect by understanding it as the impossibility 

that makes thinking, language, or speech possible in the first place. My intervention attempts to delineate 

Nancy from poststructuralist interpretations and liberal understandings of the self by suggesting that, for 

Nancy, love is not outside the purview of thought but internally lacerates any attempt to think or speak and 

this cut is exposed at the limits of thinking.  

To this end, I deploy the method of dialectical materialism (traditionally associated with Hegel, Marx, and 

Lacan), especially in its contemporary re-actualisation in the work of thinkers including Alenka Zupančič, 

Joan Copjec, and Slavoj Žižek. The wager of the paper is to stage a mutually illuminating dialogue between 

dialectical materialism as a non-totalising, inclusive method and Nancy's conception of love, on the one 

hand, to push against the totalising caricatures of dialectical materialism and, on the other hand, to put forth 

a dialectical materialist account of subjectivity and community in Nancy's work. 

I am writing my PhD dissertation in Philosophy on how affective encounters unfold the structure of subjectivity and 

freedom to think through an inclusive and emancipatory community. I am presently in the second year of my PhD 

program in the Department of Humanities and Social Sciences at the Indian Institute of Technology, Bombay (IIT-

Bombay), India. 

GEORGE DUKE  

Deakin University 

The Written Constitution as Ideal Object  

Comparative analyses suggest that the main functions of modern written constitutions are limiting 

government, defining a nation and its goals, and establishing patterns of authority. These functions do not 

explain, however, the significance of the fact that modern constitutions - in contrast to their ancient and 

medieval predecessors - are codified in writing. This paper draws on phenomenology and systems theory to 

offer an account of written constitutions as ideal objects that compensate for the dynamism and contingency 

of modern legal norms.  

Associate Professor at Deakin University. 

DENIZ DURMUS  

John Carroll University  

Resisting Sexist Epistemic Practices in Medicine  

My paper is an intervention into a subset of sexist epistemic scientific and medical practices. There is a 

knowledge lacuna regarding chronic illnesses which majorly or solely affect women originating from the long-

standing and persistent practices of sexism in science and medicine. In the first section of my paper, drawing 

on Miranda Fricker's notion of epistemic injustice, I explore the two distinct ways hermeneutical injustice is 

created and perpetuated in medical practices.  
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First, since medicine as an institution does not have the concepts to describe many of women's health 

conditions or help women understand their own experiences of illness, women's experiences get 

marginalised and are rendered unintelligible. Second, many women do not have the conceptual tools to 

name their experience of being silenced and marginalised as oppressive and unjust in these medical 

encounters. My paper explores how these two ways reinforce each other and further obfuscate women's 

illness experiences. 

In the second section of my paper, drawing on Kristie Dotson and Jose Medina's works, I analyse the 

hermeneutical resources women have been creating to counter the existing gaps in mainstream medical 

discourses. While these resources are rarely taken up and endorsed by dominant hermeneutical discourses, 

they create enormous value for other women to make sense of their experiences of both their illness and 

being silenced by medical practitioners. I read these auto-biographical texts as both meaning making and 

resistance sites; sites created by women who have been dismissed and disbelieved by their care providers 

due to medical sexism. 

I am an Associate Professor of philosophy at John Carroll University, in Ohio, who specializes in existentialism, 

phenomenology, and feminism. I am from Turkey and I completed my BA and MA in Philosophy at Bogazici University  

in Turkey. I then moved to the U.S. to continue my graduate studies. I have a dual PhD in Philosophy and Gender 

Studies from Pennsylvania State University. I have published my work in numerous journals including Simone de 

Beauvoir Studies, Comparative and Continental Philosophy, and Philosophies. 

JAMES DUTTON  

University of New South Wales, Canberra  

Translating Commonality: Barbara Cassin's Sophistical Politics   

This talk will take up the work of French philologist and reviver of sophistics, Barbara Cassin, to explore the 

rhetorical construction of the common in contemporary politics. 

Typified by the largely equivocal Ancient Greek terms koinos and homonoia, it reads political commonality as 

an ongoing rhetorical project that has undergone ingenious iterations throughout modernity. Democratic 

politics relies on the production of temporary consensus through deliberation, and Cassin’s attention to 

philosophizing in language(s) suggests that the political impact of rhetorical forms goes far beyond simply 

transmitting information. 

Following Cassin’s theory of untranslatables (describing the latter as, notably, what we do not cease to (not) 

translate [l’intraduisible, c’est plutôt ce qu’on ne cesse pas de (ne pas) traduire]), in this talk I want to 

consider the untranslatability of koinon as at the heart of democratic politics—understood as ongoing and 

incomplete. 

The foreclosure of this opening by marketing and public relations culture (a culture increasingly standing in 

for political koinon in the form of machinic party politics) translates both for no-one and everyone: it speaks 

political commonplaces as reality before that reality can be produced and contested as a rhetorical-political 

process. Instead, it will be argued that koinon and homonoia should be thought of as untranslatable in the 

productive sense, where political reality remains to-come, a translational accord performed between political 

agents. 

James Dutton is a Lecturer in English and Media Studies at UNSW, Canberra, Australia. His recent essays have 

appeared in journals such as Paragraph, Cultural Politics, Film-Philosophy and Cultural Critique, and his book Proust 

Between Deleuze and Derrida: The Remains of Literature was published by Edinburgh University Press in 2022. 

LILY ELSTON-LEADBETTER  

University of Queensland   

Ambiguous Horizons: Husserl's Influence on Beauvoir   

In this paper I examine the phenomenologist Edmund Husserl's influence on existentialist and feminist 

author Simone de Beauvoir. Husserl developed phenomenology which describes phenomena as they 

appear to a subject without the influence of the 'natural attitude', or unexamined assumptions. Not long  
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after Husserl, Beauvoir questioned unexamined attitudes about femininity and woman's place in society. 

Both thinkers understand the individual as existing within the world, and they are concerned with theorising 

the reciprocal relationship that the individual has with the world.  

In this paper I argue that Beauvoir used elements of Husserl's phenomenological method and employed 

them in The Second Sex to support her argument that femininity is not reducible to biology, but rather is 

historically contingent. I assess, therefore, the extent of Husserl's impact upon Beauvoir and examine how 

she receives and transforms his phenomenological concepts to apply to concrete reality. Furthermore,  

I investigate whether it is possible to consider Beauvoir's project as a nascent critical phenomenology.  

The possibility that Beauvoir's engagement with Husserl may have helped develop her revolutionary social 

critique points towards the importance of thinking these two philosophers together. 

Lily is a PhD candidate at the University of Queensland in the School of Historical and Philosophical Inquiry. Her work 

explores the shift from classical to critical phenomenology, the development of the modern self, and abortion accessibility 

in Australia. 

MAX ENGLEMAN  

Temple University  

Philosophical Anthropology and the Question of Liberal Naturalism  

Philosophers often voice worries about whether it is possible to "place" familiar features of the human world-

norms, meanings, reasons, etc.-in nature, especially if nature is equated with what the natural sciences tell 

us about what there is. In reaction to this "placement problem," contemporary philosophers have considered 

the possibility of a liberal or expanded naturalism which can better accommodate those human features. This 

has encouraged interest in earlier conceptions of nature found in the Continental tradition, granted they may 

already instantiate a more relaxed form of naturalism.  

I argue that the neglected tradition of philosophical anthropology, with its characteristic concern with the 

question of the "human place in nature," is very likely a form of liberal naturalism. I consider the most 

"naturalistic" of the classical 20th century German philosophical anthropologists, Arnold Gehlen, and show 

that he motivates a form of liberal naturalism by combining hermeneutic and bio-empirical approaches to the 

human being. Gehlen's interest in empirical biology is deployed always in support of what is often regarded 

as an anti-naturalist position: the idea that we are self-forming, self-interpreting animals. Because he 

highlights the ways self-conceptions affect selves, I deem Gehlen's position a "reflexive naturalism." 

I am a PhD student completing a dissertation on Arnold Gehlen's philosophical anthropology at Temple University  

in Philadelphia, USA. I have broader interests in hermeneutics, phenomenology, and the philosophy of science. 

VENESSA ERCOLE  

Griffith University   

Cultivating Genius - Nietzsche's Challenge to the Modern University  

Nietzsche's thought on education has garnered significant debate. The recent republication of a series of 

lectures given in Basel titled "On the Future of our Educational Institutions" has reignited interest in his 

educational philosophy in contemporary discourse. However, significant tensions exist within Nietzsche 

scholarship between those who regard Nietzsche as a liberal educator par excellence and those who argue 

he is entirely hostile to mass education, with devastating consequences for educators who become mere 

symptoms of decline.  

This paper aims to address these tensions and answer three key questions. First, it examines how these two 

opposing views of Nietzsche's stance on education can be reconciled, if at all. Second, it explores 

Nietzsche's potential perspective on modern university education, given the current emphasis on democratic 

mass education. Finally, it investigates the consequences of contemporary educational practices for 

Nietzsche's broader philosophical project, particularly concerning the reevaluation of values and whether the 

Übermensch can be educated or should actively resist formal education. 
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Venessa Ercole (FHEA) is lecturer at Griffith University, Queensland. She has published articles in Parrhesia, Nietzsche-

Studien, and contributed to a series on Nietzsche and music for Cambridge University Press. Her recent work includes a 

publication on Nietzsche and the Greek Worship of the Gods (De Gruyter 2025). Venessa is editorial assistant manager 

of the ASCP-affiliated journal Philosophy, Politics and Critique and serves as the media officer for the Friedrich Nietzsche 

Society. She also has a forthcoming book titled "Nietzsche and the Risk of Dionysus" (Brill 2025). 

TALIA FELL  

University of Queensland  

Friendship Between Women and Counter-Cultural Value Creation in Beauvoir's  
The Second Sex  

In this paper, I analyse Beauvoir's understanding of women's subjectivity and in particular women's 

engagement with creative and intellectual projects. In doing so I analyse the significance of her idea that 

where we focus our energy, thoughts, and attention contributes to the level of authenticity with which we 

pursue projects. Preoccupation with one's image, even in the pursuit of a career or creative pursuit, remains 

inauthentic for Beauvoir. She writes of how one must lose oneself in one's projects, but that in order to do 

this, women must first 'find themselves', positing themselves as a freedom within the human condition.  

I examine Beauvoir's reference to the different 'universes' that men and women occupy. She writes of 

women being 'dominated' by the 'universe of men' which she considers equivalent to the universe of culture. 

I argue that Beauvoir implies that women, in their friendships with each other, often create a kind of counter-

universe that challenges the dominant values of patriarchal culture. I argue that this counter-universe 

represents a system of values that acknowledges the ambiguity of subjectivity, recognising the significance 

of our situation, including our bodily health, family, and home life. However, this counter-universe creation 

often remains in the private sphere. 

Talia Fell is a PhD candidate at The University of Queensland. Her thesis is currently titled "Becoming Subjects 

Together: Intellectual Friendship Between Women". She recently presented at the 29th International Conference of the 

Simone de Beauvoir Society in Berlin. Last year she published a paper in Arendt Studies titled "Hannah Arendt and 

Rubbish: The Objects that Belong Nowhere in The Human Condition". 

SANDRA FIELD  

Monash University  

The Constitution of Power Through Recognition: God and the Sovereign  

Hobbes's conception of sovereign political power explicitly mirrors a conception of divine power: the 

sovereign said to be a mortal God over its subjects. On a common reading, transcendent conception of 

divine power serves as Hobbes's model for an absolute conception of earthly political power. However, in 

this paper I will unearth an alternative model of divine power, sketched in De Cive, whereby God's power is 

at least partly constituted by His human subjects' recognition of it. On this model, far from being 

transcendent, God's power becomes acutely dependent on the human world. I will then trace the implications 

of the recognitive model of power for earthly sovereigns. 

Sandra Leonie Field is the author of Potentia: Hobbes and Spinoza on Power and Popular Politics (New York: Oxford 

University Press, 2020). She is Lecturer in Philosophy at Monash University. Her research topics include early modern 

European political philosophy; democratic theory; and concepts of power. She has also written on non-Western 

philosophy. 

IVAR FRISCH    

Utrecht University, Dutch Institute of Applied Sciences (TNO), Antikythera think tank.   

Hegel and AGI: Geist as Solution to the Threat of Technological Singularity  

This paper examines the relevance of Hegelian philosophy to contemporary discussions in artificial 

intelligence and technology, particularly addressing the issue of technological singularity. It critically engages 
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with contemporary critiques of Hegel as a totalitarian thinker whose recursive logic mirrors the logic of 

technological singularity. The author argues against rejecting Hegelian philosophy outright, instead 

proposing that it can offer valuable insights for avoiding the problem of technological singularity, because 

Hegel's thinking affirms the contingent nature of human intelligence and artificial intelligence.  

The paper is structured in three parts: First, it analyses a contemporary criticism of Hegel's recursive logic as 

embodied in current technologies. Second, it questions this interpretation of Hegel by contrasting it with an 

'opening' and life-affirming reading of Hegel's logic. Finally, it explores a neo-rationalist application of 

Hegelian philosophy in the philosophy of AI which sees the human mind as Hegelian Geist qua functional 

self-reflection, in order to address the problem of technological singularity. By engaging with these diverse 

interpretations, the author aims to demonstrate the continued relevance and potential of Hegelian philosophy 

in tackling contemporary technological challenges, particularly in the field of artificial intelligence. 

I am a philosopher and artificial intelligence (AI) researcher. My philosophy research focuses on speculative philosophy 

of computation, philosophy of mind, neo-rationalism and Hegelianism. I apply these these concepts into a form of 

experimental philosophy through my AI research. Specifically, I test and improve the capability of AI models to exhibit 

metaphysical concepts such as being, non-being, self-relation, negation and contingency. 

DANIELE FULVI  

Western Sydney University  

Disciplining More-than-human beings? Synthetic Biology as a Postmodern  
Technology of Care  

In recent years synthetic biology emerged as a potentially ground-breaking biotechnology, promising 

breakthroughs in agriculture, medicine, and global warming mitigation. Combining various technoscientific 

methods, synthetic biologists attempt to engineer novel lifeforms and to make the natural world more 

manageable and controllable by reducing its biological complexity. This methodology makes synthetic 

biology a political practice of reappropriating and reconnecting with the more-than-human world. Therefore, I 

contend that synthetic biology exceeds the domain of contemporary biotechnologies and belongs in the 

postmodern category of technologies of care. 

With an emphasis on the ambivalence of care, whereby care itself is both selfless giving and disciplining (in 

the Foucauldian sense of creating "docile bodies"), I show how synthetic biology is an attempt to coerce 

more-than-human life into particular ways of functioning. Specifically, I critically highlight how synthetic 

biology, in its attempt to reduce the biological complexity of the more-than-human world, seeks to actually 

produce lifeforms that are already "disciplined" since they possess a simplified and controllable biological 

structure. In so doing, synthetic biology translates into a clear attempt to generalise the disciplining 

dimension of care beyond particular (human) subjects and apply it to more-than-human life. 

Daniele Fulvi is a Postdoctoral Research Fellow at the Institute for Culture and Society, Western Sydney University Node 

of the ARC Centre of Excellence in Synthetic Biology. He specialises in modern and contemporary continental 

philosophy and environmental ethics, and his current research focuses on the ethical and social dimensions of synthetic 

biology applied to climate change mitigation. He is also a member of the editorial team of the journal Environmental 

Philosophy, and associate editor of the Encyclopedia of the Anthropocene (forthcoming, Springer Nature). 

JOEL GLAZEBROOK  

University of Queensland  

A Hidden Art in the Depths of the Human Soul": Reflective Reasoning, Analogy,  
and the Radical Imagination in the Work of Immanuel Kant  

Immanuel Kant has been interpreted by thinkers such as Martin Heidegger, Slavoj Žižek, and Hartmut 

Bohme and Gernot Bohme as having turned away from the radical capacity of the imagination. Kant has 

been criticised for denying the imagination's capacity to ground the synthesis of thought and perception, for 

misapprehending its revelatory capacity to access the monstrosity of the sublime, and for acting out of a 

pathological fear of its irrational power.  
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While it is reasonable to claim that Kant turned away from the imagination as the unifying ground of his 

epistemology in the B revision of the Critique of Pure Reason, and that he saw the power of the 

untrammelled imagination as verging on madness, I will examine a defence of Kant's conceptualisation of 

the imagination as a basis for the radical destabilising capacity of reflective reasoning through analogical 

thinking. By examining Kant's work on the imagination in both the Critique of the Power of Judgement and 

Anthropology from a Pragmatic Point of View,I will develop an interpretation of the capacity of analogical 

thinking to challenge ontological imaginaries that reinforce marginalising political configurations. 

I am a PhD student in the School of History and Philosophical Inquiry at the University of Queensland. My primary 

research interest is in philosophical methodology, with a specific focus on the use of analogical thinking in political 

ontology. 

FRASER GRAY  

Macquarie University  

Rancière and Nature: Enacting the Past to Re-politicise the Present  

Many thinkers working in the politics of ecology argue that the concept of nature has become a depoliticising 

force par excellence in contemporary environmental discourse. As these critics argue, nature often plays the 

part of a stable, homogenous background for all human social affairs, both uniting humanity under a singular 

reality and placing this reality beyond the domain of political disagreement. Many have even called for the 

'end of nature' in an attempt to search for new ways of appreciating the politics of our contemporary 

ecological predicament (i.e., the occurrence of the 6th mass extinction event). Contrary to this trend, I argue 

that Jacques Rancière's recent work Le temps du paysage (2020) (The Time of the Landscape) outlines a 

concept of nature that can help us navigate contemporary ecological politics. Nature in the time of the 

landscape is an artist, an ignorant teacher who shares with those who would listen possibilities for 

configuring new spaces for living differently. In this presentation, I will outline the concept of nature as an 

artist and outline how it can help us think about emancipatory forms of ecological politics. 

PhD candidate at Macquarie University under the supervision of Jean-Philippe Deranty. My research concerns how to 

think emancipatory politics and ecology together. I also research the work of Jacques Ranciere and its relevance for 

politics today. I have interests in political theory, aesthetics, and environmental philosophy. 

ALAIN GUILLEMAIN  

Deakin University  

What Makes Deleuze post-Kantian? An Exploration of Reciprocal Causality and  
Self-productive Dynamics  

Deleuze argues that in the Critique of the Power of Judgment, Kant encounters the problem of the genesis of 

the faculties in their original free agreement. Kant seeks to maintain the position that the faculties operate in 

harmonious accord with one other, and that they are regulated by a priori law-like structures beyond 

themselves toward a singular teleological imperative for each individual subject (as a concord of faculties). 

And yet, when the subject encounters the sublime, the faculties are no longer concordant, a priori structures 

break down, and the teleology of the subject is fractured.  

Deleuze exploits this weakness in Kant's system to propose that the faculties are not inherently concordant, 

and that individuation (of subject or otherwise) is not pre-determined. Instead, the faculties are of original 

free imagination, not content to schematise under the constraint of the understanding. Starting from the 

position of discordant, rather than concordant faculties, Deleuze presents a post-Kantian view of the subject 

developed through processes of reciprocal causality of the faculties and self-productive dynamics. This 

paper explores the arguments offered by Deleuze and commentators to arrive at such a picture, and 

discusses the implications of the results. 

Alain Guillemain is a PhD candidate in Philosophy at Deakin University, under the supervision of Dr Sean Bowden. His 

research project is titled - Philosophical foundations of affect: Thinking Deleuze after Kant and Spinoza. 
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GOPIKA GURUDAS  

University of Queensland - IIT Delhi Academy of Research  

Touching and Un-Touching: Dalit Literature as Protest Literature  

In this paper, I discuss Dalit literature in Kerala as a form of protest literature that ethically opposes the 

continued presence of caste-based violence in India. Dalit literature is often understood to be a literature of 

protest and historical revisionism, focusing on the "documentation of the violence, oppression and structural 

inequality" of the caste order. It is embedded with a "caste consciousness", due to which it addresses the 

many aspects of the violence of caste, addressing various aspects of caste violence, including the erasure of 

Dalits from mainstream literature . 

In this presentation, I explore Malayalam Dalit literature, originating from Kerala, a state in the south-western 

corridor of India. I analyse the literary works by anti-caste activists and social reformers TKC Vaduthala and 

C Ayyappan, specifically the short stories Father, here is Your Scapular (2017) and Madness (2011).The 

former narrates the story of a Dalit Christian convert Devassy whose humiliation as a Pulaya (the name 

given to a lower caste) continues despite his conversion to another religion. The latter is the story of 

"Krishnan Master", who pretends not to recognise his mad sister because he has become "respectable", 

unlike "the rest of his lot", who remain "awfully backward". 

Written in the register of autobiographies, I discuss the various narratological strategies that the authors use 

in order to foreground the authenticity of experiences faced by the protagonists. In both cases, I argue, the 

authors confront humiliation and shame through the physical and metonymical acts of touching and un-

touching. On the one hand, it is Devassy's eventual discarding and visceral un-touching of the scapular that 

challenges the reformist rhetoric of British missionary work in India in the 19th and 20th centuries. On the 

other hand, Krishnan's refusal to acknowledge his sister's insanity forces him to confront his own 

"untouchable" status and his fractured sense of identity. 

I am a doctoral researcher at The University of Queensland and Indian Institute of Technology, New Delhi. I study the 

philosophies of violence and resistance that shape the literary narratives narratives of Indigenous and Dalit communities 

in Australia and India. 

ROBERT HAZELTINE  

University of Dundee, Scotland  

Nietzsche, Timely Philosopher   

In his philosophical works, Friedrich Nietzsche presents a unique perspective that views reality through the 

lens of music and art. He rejects the traditional Western metaphysical notion of an objective, immutable 

reality in favour of a more fluid and subjective interpretation of nature. For Nietzsche, the world is akin to a 

musical composition, ever-changing and open to individual interpretation.  

This conception of reality allows Nietzsche to embrace nihilism, the rejection of religious and moral 

certainties, in a strikingly positive light. Rather than viewing nihilism as a descent into purposelessness and 

despair, he celebrates it as a liberation from constraining dogmas and a doorway to personal creativity and 

self-expression.  

This approach leads to some startling conclusions about culture and self-development. Through the 

metaphor of music, Nietzsche illustrates how one can find profound meaning, joy, and affirmation of life itself 

within the seeming void of nihilism. Just as a musical performance derives its beauty from the juxtaposition of 

sound and silence, the human experience gains profundity by rising above the existential abyss. Myth, art, 

and self-creation become the vehicles through which individuals can compose the narratives of their own 

lives, transcending the lack of inherent cosmic meaning. 

I am in the second year of my PhD candidacy under the supervision of Dr Ashley Woodward and Oisin Keohane 

(University of Dundee, Scotland). I am interested in the influence of Nietzsche and Bergson on Deleuze's transcendental 

empiricism.  I resumed my interest in philosophy after retirement.  My working career was 20 years as a public servant in 

the Federal Public Service in resource management and export inspection and the 20 years serving the Western Sydney 

University community as an ICT programmer in various projects (intake projections, student enrollment systems, library 

and general services). 
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WILLIAM HEBBLEWHITE  

University of Melbourne  

A child walked by, rolling a metal hoop, that made a sound of autumn: Kawabata on the 
Transience of Nature and Life   

Few writers have captured the beauty of momentary existence as serenely as the Japanese writer, Yasunari 

Kawabata. His writings present a masterclass in the intertwining of nature with human experience offering us 

a poignant meditation on transient life through a sophisticated grasp of the Japanese aesthetic mono no 

aware.  

Often translated as 'the pathos of things', mono no aware is a central to Japanese aesthetics and literature. 

Jun’ichirõ Tanizaki and Yukio Mishima for instance draw on this idea in their illustrations of a people coming 

to grips with uncertain futures and of tensions between tradition and modernity Kawabata's usage of mono 

no aware in his writings draws on the poignancy of simple moments in time.  

The lyrical descriptions of the natural world are connected deftly to the complex inner emotional lives of his 

characters often understated by his simplistic turns of phrase and plotless discourse, emphasing unspoken 

hopes and dreams. This paper will explore Kawabata's usage of nature in his references to flowers, trees 

and meteorological conditions to elicit mono no aware and in doing so draw a message regarding our own 

current relation to nature and the transience of our lives. 

William Hebblewhite is an independent scholar working in Naarm. 

KELLY HERBISON  

University of Melbourne  

(Dis)Orientation and 'Seeing with' Others in Merleau-Ponty  

Merleau-Ponty contends that the other's gestural activity 'indicates' and 'circumscribes' aspects of 'the world 

and invites me to join it there.' Based on these suggestions, to 'get' the other's expressive activity is to be 

appropriately reoriented toward a propagated fold of the intentional field. In this talk, I explore how this way 

of thinking about intersubjectivity can be used to describe the phenomenal character of more challenging 

occurrences in second-personal space. 

First, I cast Merleau-Ponty's position as a story about 'seeing with' others, which is in effect a stylised mode 

of seeing and being with them. From here, I contend that one may anticipate 'seeing with' an other, which is 

to say that she can be oriented within the intentional field in anticipation of the mode of being that this other 

makes possible for her. On account of these two points (that we 'see with' and that this can have an 

anticipatory character), I consider whether and how this anticipation can misfire such that one becomes 

existentially disoriented in an encounter with an other. Finally, I suggest that this framework can go some 

way in elucidating the phenomenological structures of grief and code-switching. 

Kelly recently completed her MA at The University of Melbourne, writing on Merleau-Ponty's conception of 'style' and 

applying it to analyse second-personal encounters. She is currently a Research Assistant for the ARC-funded 

Constructing Social Hierarchies project between The University of Melbourne and MIT. 

LUKE HILLMAN  

University of Arkansas  

The Necessity of Silence: Kierkegaard's Response to Faith and the Importance  
of the Ineffable  

In this paper, I plan to revisit the discussions of faith, absurdity, and silence in Kierkegaard's Fear and 

Trembling. In this text, there's a rich account of how we should handle faith and the seeming absurdity 

resulting from one devoted, wholly to this faith. Particularly, how should we understand the connection of 

faith and silence? Does faith always result silence in the way Kierkegaard describes? Does silence indicate a 

shortcoming for the life devoted to faith? Through an analysis of Kierkegaard's positions on faith and silence 

by answering these questions, I articulate a position about the importance of ineffability for religion and our 
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understanding of language as a whole. This emphasis of the ineffable opens the door for applications to 

understand seeming nonsense within the context of a religious setting and beyond. 

Recent graduate of the University of Arkansas. Focusing my studies on the cross-sections of Wittgenstein, philosophy of 

language, and philosophy of religion. 

JOSHUA HUANG  

Franciscan University of Steuebenville  

R.G. Collingwood and Bonaventure on History, Poetry, and Self-Knowledge  

R.G. Collingwood and Bonaventure, two thinkers living in different times, both think the human mind holds a 

primary place in our understanding of reality. The human consciousness has a historical-narratival shape, 

and the idea of history is an innate idea. This means that we always tell ourselves stories and think in terms 

of stories. We all live in a story, and we necessarily see ourselves in some place in time.  

At the same time, telling and understanding the story one tells oneself is the same activity, for to express is 

to "become conscious" of something. This is why we need art to retell the story and come to a greater 

understanding of self-knowledge. Both philosophers think that art awakens us to memory, weaves words into 

our minds, and helps us know the stories better. Poetry says what needs to be said. The language of the 

artist is the world of the artist. Art is therefore not a luxury, but it is necessary for one's mental health, self-

knowledge, and the understanding of reality in general. In this sense, everyone needs to be an artist, 

storyteller, and philosopher. 

Joshua Huang is an MA Student at Franciscan University studying philosophy. He read English Literature at University of 

Northwestern St. Paul. He is poet, translator, and senior editor of literary journal A Little Talk. 

BHARATWAJ IYER  

Indian Institute of Technology Bombay  

Martin Heidegger and Islamic Philosophy on Kant's Thesis on Being  

In this paper, I argue that Heidegger's critical analysis and re-reading of Kant's thesis that "Existence is not a 

real predicate" is one of the most important foundations of his thinking about the meaning of being. For 

Heidegger, being - unlike what metaphysics teaches - is not a predicable content, but is rather the very 

source and inception of all contentful descriptions and of all intelligibility.  

Engaging with Heidegger's retrieval of the thesis aids also for a comparative analysis with Islamic 

metaphysics. For the logical problem that Kant is addressing in the Critique in response to the Ontological 

Argument has a long and rich history in medieval European and Islamic thought. I take up two important 

places in Heidegger's corpus where this thesis is critically studied by Heidegger. The first instance is in the 

1927 lecture course The Basic Problems of Phenomenology. This lecture cycle is especially important for our 

comparative task because here Heidegger pays special attention to the history of medieval logic. The 

second instance is an essay from the late 50s wholly devoted to Kant's thesis entitled Kants These über das 

Sein.  

Such a critical and creative engagement with the question of the predication of being is also found in the 

school of Ṣadr ad-Dīn Shīrāzī (d. 1641); whose philosophical project, like Heidegger's, is based on centering 

being or wujūd as the foundation of philosophical enquiry. In bringing together the Heideggerian and 

Ṣadrean responses to the problem, I take the text Bidāyah al-Ḥikmah ("The Elements of Islamic Philosophy") 

by the contemporary Iranian thinker from Ṣadrā’s school, Muḥammad Ḥusayn Ṭabāṭabāʾī (d. 1981). This text 

presents us with a distilled and comprehensive engagement with this problem, while also placing it firmly in 

the overall context of Ṣadrā’s metaphysical project.  

Given the centrality of the question of being and predication in both Heidegger's work and that of the 

foremost metaphysician in the history of Islamic thought helps bring to light the ways Continental and Islamic 

traditions of thinking engage with historically shared questions of logic and metaphysics, the ways in which 

they differ, and the things they can teach each other. 
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Bharatwaj Iyer is a PhD student whose research work focuses on Heidegger’s phenomenology in relation to the Islamic 

traditions of philosophy and mysticism. His article entitled “The Transimmanence of the Real: Ontological Pluralism in the 

School of Ibn ʻArabī” for the journal Religions (2023) studies pluralism in Ibn ʻArabī’s mystical conception of Being 

(Wujūd). His forthcoming article for the journal Philosophy East and West looks at the Urdu poem Tum ek gōrakh dhandā 

hō by Pakistani Sufi poet Nāz Khayālawī from a Heideggerian-phenomenological perspective (2024). A forthcoming 

chapter in Heidegger’s Philosophical Mysticism: Saying the Enigma of Being for The New Heidegger Research Series 

(2025) looks at the mystical elements in Heidegger’s thinking of transcendence in relation to metaphysical ontotheology 

in comparison with Ibn ʻArabī’s understanding of transcendence. 

TIMOTHY JACKSON  

University of Melbourne   

Machinic Pharmakoecology: on the Heterogenesis of and by Molecules   

Organisms variously subjectivate, subjugate, manipulate, mediate, organise, and reorganise - heterogenise - 

one another using exochemicals - bioactive molecules designed (or appropriated) for functions on the 

outside of the bodies of the organisms that produce them. Chemical ecology studies such molecular 

mediations may be conceptualised as studying everything from toxins and symbioses endo- and exo- 

(mutualist, parasitic and everything in-between), to the human relationship with drugs (from biodiscovery to 

cultural "administration"). It thus subsumes the field of pharmacology whole hock. Chemical ecology is a 

subdiscipline of biology, and biology is a science of relational living, encompassing synchronic relationality 

(or "ecology") and diachronic relationality (or "evolution").  

In Chaosmosis, Felix Guattari mobilises the concept of "machinic heterogenesis" to describe a scale free 

process of differentiation grounded in a process-relational (or evo-eco) ontology. He critiques autopoiesis, 

suggesting it requires rethinking in terms of "evolutionary, collective entities which maintain diverse types of 

relations to alterity". In this talk, I will discuss chemical ecology as an ideal conceptual arena for the critique 

of autopoiesis and the "organisational account" of life. The machinic heterogenesis of biomolecules is 

intimately related to their deployment as "alterities" that contribute to shaping processes of subjectivation - 

machinic heterogeneses by biomolecules. 

Timothy Jackson is a chemical ecologist and evolutionary toxinologist with a background in the history and philosophy of 

science. His empirical work has largely focussed on the evolution of toxins and venom-delivery systems and the ecology 

of toxic organisms. His teaching has focussed on the human relationship with drugs as viewed through the lens of 

chemical ecology, and the emergence of novel treatments for stress-related disorders including substance abuse. 

KATRINA JAWORSKI  

University of South Australia  

Corpse Poetry as a Methodology for Understanding the Dead Body of Suicide  

Can those who suicided ever speak? If so, what does this speaking tell us about their absent dead bodies? I 

respond to this problematic by offering corpse poetry as one methodology for understanding the absence of 

the corporeal body in suicide. My discussion is divided into three parts. First, I briefly explain corpse poetry. 

Second, I analyse a poem entitled, 'One Less,' to illustrate how the dead can speak, and what this speaking 

tells us about their absence. Third, I focus on the role of the poet as the one who attempts to reanimate the 

voices of the dead. My argument is that corpse poetry, as an approach for interpreting the dead bodies of 

suicides, erases the border between object and subject, reminding us, the living, that the absent materiality 

of the body in suicide is never silent. In so doing, corpse poetry offers an afterlife of words, one that is very 

much about life as it is about death. 

Katrina Jaworski is an Associate Professor in Cultural Studies at the University of South Australia, Adelaide, Australia. 

Since 1999, her research has continually focused on suicide. More recently, she has written on philosophy of dying 

bodies, as well as Rwandan genocide. To date, she has authored the following books: The Gender of Suicide: 

Knowledge Production, Theory and Suicidology (Routledge); co-edited, Women Supervising and Writing Doctoral 

Dissertations (Lexington); and Rethinking Madness: Interdisciplinary and Multicultural Reflections (Brill). 
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PAUL JOINER  

Deakin University  

Emergence and the Kierkegaardian Account of Selfhood and Consciousness.  

This paper considers whether the concept of 'emergence' can illuminate our understanding of the dialectical 

structures of both selfhood and consciousness in the work of Søren Kierkegaard. The nature of 

consciousness has long been a subject of vigorous debate, with discussions intensifying in recent decades. 

One perspective that has experienced a resurgence is Emergentism.  

This concept has historical roots stretching back into ancient philosophy and solidifying in the work of British 

Emergentists. Throughout this history three features are consistently present in emergentist perspectives, a 

dialectic between different elements or parts, a hierarchical structure, and some form of teleological drive. In 

contemporary times, Emergentism has gained new dimensions, characterised by features such as novelty, 

unpredictability, and causal efficacy, or downward causation. I will defend the view that Kierkegaard's 

exploration of consciousness and selfhood can be viewed through the lens of Emergentism and that it 

contains the different features of British and Contemporary Emergence I have highlighted here. 

Understanding these emergent structures enhances our comprehension of Kierkegaard's philosophy and 

beyond this, I think it allows us consider Kierkegaard's view alongside other views involved in contemporary 

debates.  

I am currently completing my master's at Deakin University focusing on Kierkegaard, philosophy of mind, consciousness 

and personal identity. 

SIGI JÖTTKANDT  

University of New South Wales  

Anthropo-dreaming: On Counter-light and Hyper-sonicity  

Jacques Lacan does not typically spring to mind as an ecological thinker. In this paper, however, I suggest 

that his parable about the little sardine can in Seminar XI prompts one to think 'the end of the world' from a 

perspective that does not lapse either into perverse disavowal or the proliferating, symptomatic, 

compensatory series of '-cenes' that Cohen and Colebrook have termed 'Anthropocene Talk'.  

Allied with the disorienting, disembodied counter-visuality one encounters in dreams, Lacan's 'cold' vision of 

a non-human gaze that prestructures our world opens onto another ontology of the image. For Apichatpong 

Weerasethakul, in his film Memoria, this other ontology is tied to a prehistorial sonic 'event' that precedes the 

entry into space and time. How are we to recall this other 'hearstory' of the world if not as a world-ending that 

has always-already preceded us? In the contemporary spectacle of a 'nature' resistant to intentional thinking, 

we are returned to the original status of the image as a "crack in being." 

Sigi Jöttkandt works at the intersection of literature and psychoanalysis. She is Associate Professor of English at the 

University of New South Wales, and co-founding Director of Open Humanities Press. The author of Acting Beautifully: 

Henry James and the Ethical Aesthetic (2005), and First Love: A Phenomenology of the One (2010), and The Nabokov 

Effect (2024) she also edits S Journal of the Circle for Lacanian Ideology Critique. 

DINA KAFIRIS  

Independent scholar  

The Parrhesiastic Writer and the Dangers of Speaking Truth to Power  

The relationship that exists between the parrhesiastic writer and the political leader as interlocuter is one of 

friend or foe. This kind of power struggle has required the writer to rethink their position in society. When the 

government expects the parrhesiastes to change their writing, the writer is placed in the difficult position of 

having to decide whether to stay true to their craft or satisfy the demands of the political leader to avoid the 

repercussions. Additionally, the parrhesiastic writer must then determine what is deemed suitable under the 

current political environment when it comes to the question of writer identity and revision.  
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The risk of censorship forces the writer as a parrhesiastes to approach the act of writing, including purpose, 

with a critical eye. But is the fusion of these two worlds unrealistic? Even if we consider that the power 

dynamics of censorship impact the process of writing can it be a catalyst for change, or does the possibility 

seem to be on a downward trajectory? What separates the parrhesiastic writer and the political leader is 

evident, but who is responsible on how this chapter in history will be told, and should we, as citizens, be 

concerned. 

Dina Kafiris was Writer in Residence and Guest Lecturer at Kingston University London. She holds a PhD in Critical and 

Creative Writing from the University of Wales, Bangor. Her thesis, entitled "The Modern Writer and Parrhesia", focused 

on the role of the writer in society, particularly the parrhesiastes. She is the author of the poetry collection The Blinding 

Light Circling Elpida, in one act, from the forthcoming trilogy 21st-century Modern Greece: The First Decade, and 

Hypocrisy Has A Face and Other Writings.  

Kafiris is a Fellow of the Royal Society of Arts (UK). 

KALENGA LEON KALUMBA  

Independent scholar 

“I wasn't leaving, I was on my way home": Finding a 'Contrast Culture' in the Work of René 
Girard and Achille Mbembe  

René Girard and Achille Mbembe's work can provide useful insights into resisting algorithmic thought 

patterns and finding new interfaces to express ourselves. René Girard presents us with his notion of mimetic 

desire from which he determines that ritualistic sacrifice (psychological or physical) is a central component of 

society's movement.  

In tandem with Girard, Mbembe articulates two ideas regarding ritualistic sacrifice through his notions of 

necropolitics and brutalism. Their descriptions segue to similar salvific prescriptions that could present a 

transgression of the dialectical tension between hegemonic culture and its oppositional counterculture. They 

perhaps offer us an escape from mimetic rivalry a possibility to sidestep this tension in an attempt to reveal 

new interfaces of existing that are in contrast to existing onto-epistemic frameworks. 

I completed my Master's thesis at Deakin University on reconsidering the idea of Blackness beyond the scope of 

ontology. I have delivered a lecture series at the Melbourne School of Continental Philosophy titled, "808s and 

Breakthroughs: Blackness as a Blueprint for Navigating the Virtual Age". I am interested in blackness, virtuality, 

eschatology and finding new interfaces of being that resist existing frameworks. 

XIAOJING KANG  

Wuhan University  

The Discussion on Althusser's Critical Inheritance of Gramsci's Theory of the State  

Marked by contacting with Gramsci's works, Althusser made two turns on the road of political philosophy 

research. First, he came in contact with Machiavelli's philosophy through Gramsci and began to take a 

research on Machiavelli. Second, he changed the focus of his research from subjectivity to objectivity, and 

went deep into the research of the ideological state apparatus behind Gramsci's theory of ideological and 

cultural leadership.  

In the civil society state, Althusser's theory of the state and Gramsci's theory of the state had a joint. By 

comparing the two theories, we can clearly find Althusser's critical inheritance of Gramsci's theory of the 

state, specifically manifests in the aspects of composition and functions. In composition of the state, 

Althusser inherited and developed the idea of the civil society state put forward by Gramsci. In functions of 

the state, Althusser's inheritance and development manifested in four aspects. First, when the state was 

exercising the function of political dominance, it was also exercising the function of cultural dominance. 

Second, the civil society state exercised the function of cultural dominance through the consent/submission. 

Third, the function of political dominance and the function of cultural dominance the interacted with each 

other. Fourth, the state must assume ideological leadership. 
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I am a student at the School of Philosophy, Wuhan University, pursuing a doctorate in progress. My research focus is on 

foreign Marxism, especially Althusser's political philosophy.The paper I submitted to the conference revolves around 

Althusser's and Gramsci's theory of the state, and by comparing the two theories, I aim to discover Althusser's critical 

inheritance of Gramsci's theory of the state. 

LUARA KARLSON-CARP  

University of Melbourne  

Irigaray and Theories of the Subject: Figuring The Sexuate as a Hinge between the Natural 
and the Rational  

In this paper I make the claim that Luce Irigaray’s philosophy of sexuate difference stands in an antinomic 

relation to modern and postmodern philosophies of the subject: whilst these latter traditions have conceived 

of the subject as the condition of what Irigaray terms “the sexuate”, Irigaray’s writings contain a philosophical 

argument for the inverse. For Irigaray, it is by virtue of the sexuate that our subjectivity is both possible and 

indelibly conditioned. Whilst the primacy given to the sexuate in Irigaray’s work has led to charges of 

essentialism, such claims avoid entirely the radical implications of what we might call Irigaray’s “theory of the 

subject”, the philosophical singularity of which is constituted by axiomatically departing from the sexuate.  

In doing so, Irigaray goes beyond the foundationalist unity of the subject figured as self-transparent rational 

agency, and the antifoundationalist subject figured as a negativity produced at the convergence of a 

multiplicity of forces, both of which figure subjectivity, differently conceived, to be the condition of the 

sexuate. By beginning from the axiom that the sexuate rather precedes subjectivity, Irigaray’s subject can 

never be one, yet nor can it be an entirely indeterminate contingent multiplicity; it is always already "at least 

two", a philosophical concept of difference that is unique to Irigaray’s work. The paper concludes by 

gesturing toward some implications of Irigaray’s sexuate theory of the subject and its attendant concept of 

difference, namely for approaching the question of the relation between the material conditions of life and the 

rational conditions of freedom. 

Luara Karlson-Carp has recently completed a masters at the University of Melbourne on feminist philosophical 

approaches to difference and the subject focussing on the work of Luce Irigaray and Judith Butler. She is the Secretary 

of the Melbourne School of Continental Philosophy and works as a research assistant for the Contemplative Studies 

Centre at the University of Melbourne. Her academic writing has been published in Technophany: A Journal for 

Philosophy and Technology. Her research interests include psychoanalysis, Marxism and social theory, non-analytic 

(and sometimes analytic) approaches to epistemology, and how the way we collectively understand and value the 

conditions of life can affect whether a future for that life is at all possible. 

SOFIA KARTAVTSEVA  

University of New South Wales  

Body Turned Flesh: A Feminist Reading of the Sadistic and Grotesque  

This paper aims to examine the overlapping notions of cruelty and sadism as means of aesthetic reflection 

on societal violence and subjugation. It explores how the extremity and exorbitance of sexuality and violence 

in art find expression in the grotesque, which weaponises the pathos of aggrandizement to establish 

dynamic embodiment through continuous carnal subject formation.  

Focusing on female embodiment, I analyse the methodological significance of abjected forms of aesthetic 

engagement, such as ugliness, obscenity, and cruelty. Following Beauvoir, I argue that intricate depictions of 

cruelty and violence reveal the radical dependency of embodied subjectivity on the other, creating a space 

for ethical reckoning. By drawing on classical aesthetic concepts like Aristotelian catharsis and Kantian 

sublime, and synthesising these with carnality through the works of Mary Russo, Angela Carter, and Julia 

Kristeva, I aim to demonstrate the emancipatory potential of the art of cruelty. This analysis underscores how 

such representations can challenge and transform our understanding of a gendered body and aesthetic 

value. 

Sofia is currently working on her master's thesis project under the supervision of Associate Professor James Phillips. 

She holds a Bachelor's degree with Honors in Philosophy.   
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DAPHNE KECK  

University of Melbourne  

Flat Aesthetics and Stupefaction in Chris Marker and Annie Ernaux  

An examination of the novels of Annie Ernaux and the cinema of Chris Marker identifies, within these two 

different modes of expression, a 'flat aesthetics'-a keyand yet under-theorised formal feature of late 

modernity. Guided by several of Gilles Deleuze's significant works, this thesis discusses the 'time-images' 

that compose Marker's Sans Soleil (1983), and Ernaux's signature style of 'ecriture plate' ('flat writing') in 

which she writes the novels La Place(1983) and Passion Simple (1991).  

Adopting a historicist approach, the examination of these works will serve to exemplify the widespread 

aesthetic and affective flattening within late modern literature and cinema, ascribing this development to the 

layers of trauma and atrocity witnessed in the twentieth century, the increased access to information 

regarding these horrors, and the expansion of capitalism towards its current global form. One affective 

register that is read within both Ernaux's and Marker's works, particularly as they address taboo and 

traumatic subject matter, is 'stupefaction'; an affective state that is also marked by a flattening or elongation. 

Ultimately, this thesis argues that 'flat aesthetics', and its resulting stupefying affective resonance, possesses 

a potential for resistance, offering new and generative answers to the problem of representation after the 

traumatic event. 

Daphne recently completed her Honours thesis on French cultural theory, philosophy, literature and cinema. This project 

proposes a historicist reading of the aesthetic and affective trends of late modernity and traces a development towards a 

flat aesthetics from the latter part of the twentieth century onwards. Her interests include continental philosophy, Deleuze 

studies, literature, cinema and art history. As a budding filmmaker, her academic focus has increasingly shifted toward 

cinema and cinema history, studies she hopes will in turn inform her creative work. 

JACK KEENAN  

University of Melbourne  

Error and Education: Rancière Contra Descartes  

This paper will study Rancière’s argument against the Cartesian subordination of the will to the intellect in Le 

Maître Ignorant. Descartes thinks error occurs when the will assents to a judgement without the intellect’s 

backing; error is a hastiness. While for Rancière it is the other way around. Error is born not from an absence 

of intelligence but from an absence of will: from laziness and distraction. The fall out of this metaphysical 

disagreement will be elaborated vis à vis themes of madness, inequality and education. 

Jack Keenan studies philosophy at the University of Melbourne. 

NIKOLAI KOSTIN  

Pontifical University of John Paul II, Krakow, Poland  

Signalling: Approaches to the Philosophy of Language in Eastern European Philosophy  

The term "Philosophy of Language" often suggests analytic philosophy, prominent in the 20th-century Anglo-

American sphere. But alternative approaches to theorising language and communication exist. This paper 

explores a philosophy of language based on Yuri Knorozov's signalling theory. Knorozov, a practical and 

theoretical researcher, reflects the lesser-known but productive Soviet philosophical tradition. Through study 

grounded in ancient Mayan culture, he deciphered previously unknown scripts, and also developed a 

philosophical approach to language theory. 

The paper presents the main points of Knorozov's signalling theory, compared and contrasted with those of 

Eastern European philosophers, particularly the Polish philosopher Jan Łukasiewicz. It emphasises deep 

contextuality and reliance on anthropological insight derived from ancient cultures, which Knorozov believed 

to be sources of great philosophical insight. A distinct phenomenon of continental thought, this reflects 

tendencies of language philosophy distinct from analytic paradigms.The conclusion of the paper proposes 

that continental approaches be employed for the study of language: that, especially in light of philosophical 

anthropology, they are especially effective in the development of language philosophy. 
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Doctoral candidate of the Pontifical University of John Paul II, Krakow, Poland. Thesis focus on the philosophical ideas of 

Knorozov, a well-known Maya language researcher, anthropologist, historian, linguist and semiotician. While the figure of 

Knorozov is not well-known in the field of philosophy, the main focus of the thesis is to identify, systematise and 

investigate the context of the scholar's theoretical concepts. 

Academic interests include Russian philosophy of the late period (20th century) - especially understudied researchers. 

Philosophical anthropology, philosophy of language, theory of the collective. Another interest is Eastern Christian 

theology, Byzantine philosophy, patrology and ascetic theology. 

MARGUERITE LA CAZE  

University of Queensland   

Simone de Beauvoir and Finitude in Un Mort tres douce and Mia Hansen-Løve's  
Un Beau Matin.   

Beauvoir's beautiful memoir of her experience of her mother's death Un Mort tres douce (A Very Easy Death) 

(1963) is treated here in counterpoint with Mia Hansen-Løve's lyrical film Un Beau Matin (One Fine Morning) 

(2022), a year in the life of a single mother, Sandra (Lea Seydoux), dealing with the mental deterioration of 

her father, a philosophy professor, caring for her daughter and falling in Løve anew. In her memoirs Beauvoir 

describes how her book touched readers, overcame their isolation, and helped them 'to bear the loss of 

someone they loved' (1977, 135). Her description of her mother's vitality and her admiration for it in some 

ways prefigures the vitality with which Sandra seizes life in Un Beau Matin. I argue that they both consider 

mortality and finitude-the difficulty of facing death as well as the question of how the choices we make create 

our lives, and that is significant for both the parent and the child caring for them. In both the memoir and the 

film an acknowledgement of the irreversibility of time gives their choices about their parents and their own 

lives a strong sense of urgency. 

Marguerite La Caze is Professor of philosophy at the University of Queensland. Her research focuses on European 

philosophy, philosophy of the emotions and philosophy of film. Her recent books include Ethical Restoration after 

Communal Violence (2018), and the edited collection Hannah Arendt and the History of Thought (2022), with Daniel 

Brennan and her forthcoming book is called Film and Everyday Resistance.   

JASPER LEAR  

Life in the Situation: a Theory of Ideology in Alain Badiou  

This paper will provide an understanding of the role of ideology in the work of Alain Badiou. It will begin by 

illustrating an apparent lack of any evaluative or operational consistency across the many references made 

to ideology in Badiou's writings. Although a theory of ideology as the everyday experience of the lived world 

may not seem necessary to Badiou's philosophy of truth-procedures, what is argued to be ignored is an 

account of the mechanisms that might limit or block one's fidelity to such procedures. Furthermore, following 

Althusser, one cannot separate science and ideology, nor truth and the situation. A turn to Badiou's earlier 

work - in which his indebtedness to Louis Althusser is apparent - is necessary to advance an understanding 

of the role of ideology. However it is this understanding's relationship to his later work that will occupy the 

later half of this paper. 

Jasper Lear holds their Bachelor of Arts (with Honours) from the University of Melbourne. Since completing their honours 

thesis on the relationship between Ideology and the Subject in the works of Louis Althusser and Judith Butler, they 

continue to explore possibilities of resistance and change in both local and theoretical contexts. 

JOHN LECHTE  

Macquarie University 

The Philosophy of Law and its Origin  

This paper will pursue the question of what law is in a Western context in order to throw more light on how 

law and justice are, or are not, related. A key focus of the paper will be on the way in which, to explain its 
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origin, certain myths of the violent origin of law are invoked. Such myths include Freud's interpretation of the 

primal horde, Rene Girard's theory of violence and the sacred, and the myth of the state of nature invoked by 

theorists of the social contract.  

My argument will be that qua myth, no justification based on primary evidence can be adduced. 

Nevertheless, to know the origin of law is important if the essence of law is to be determined and its status in 

relation to justice affirmed.The question is: can law be conceived other than as a pure means the result of 

which is that there can never be any guarantee that law will serve justice? Can there be a transcendent 

origin of law which would result in law serving justice and the good? - a concept of law, indeed, that would 

refuse to accept its origin in violence (that is, in immanence)?  

John Lechte is Emeritus Professor in Sociology at Macquarie University in Sydney. His books include: Genealogy and 

Ontology of the Western Image (2012); Agamben and the Politics of Human Rights (with Saul Newman) (2013); The 

Human (2018),Violence and the Image (2023),  Philosophy of the Medium (2024). 

CAITLYN LESIUK  

Deakin University  

Manifesto for a Philosophy of the Essay  

How to define the essay has been a problem since the earliest experiments in the form. Montaigne, who first 

called a body of writing essais, was himself unsure how to categorise these works, and for a significant 

period, the term "essay" was used interchangeably with "uncategorisable" or "miscellaneous".  

Several recent anthologies note a dearth of scholarship on the essay in literary theory. While Jean-Paul 

Sartre, Theodor Adorno, and Robert Musil offer some theoretical accounts, philosophy has little to say on the 

topic. Given the prevalence of the essay in both pedagogy and academic life, it requires more consideration 

in philosophy and literary studies. 

The essay is here defined as mystagogy [mystagogos]. This paper proposes that the essay can be modelled 

on the theory of spirals. The success or failure of an essay does not depend on replicating a determinate 

structure, but rather on its capacity to initiate the reader into the first or successive turns of the coil. The 

variety of styles and forms that emerge throughout the history of the essay can be read as a coherent 

sequence, insofar as each essay depends invariably on this initiation of the reader into its movement. 

Caitlyn Lesiuk is a PhD candidate at Deakin University and the convenor of the Melbourne School of Continental 

Philosophy. Most recently, she has written for Jacobin, The Oxford Handbook of Modern French Philosophy and 

Angelaki (forthcoming). 

LACHLAN LIESFIELD  

Macquarie University  

Anti-Oedipus, Anthropology, and the Ur-Staat  

Deleuze and Guattari's 'Anti-Oedipus' makes novel and extensive use of research beyond the philosophical 

canon, notably that of Anthropology. While innovative and compelling, the question remains how their 

extrapolations and elaborations might be considered in light of new anthropological work since their text was 

written. If their work seems largely contradicted, what is the value of the larger conceptual edifice they have 

built from it?  

In this talk I want to present a number of more recent works in anthropology, primarily that of Carlo Severi 

and the late work of Marshall Sahlins, and suggest how they compliment and productively complicate 

Deleuze and Guattari's theory of Social Formations as given in 'Anti-Oedipus' (and to a lesser extent,  

'A Thousand Plateaus'), primarily considering their arguments surrounding the Pre-State, its use of signs, 

and their infamous argument regarding the concept of the 'Ur-Staat'.  

The latter, I want to suggest, is offered stronger conceptual roots in Sahlins' late work, notably his essay  

'The Original Political Society', which repositions not only the source of the Ur-Staat, but also the emphasis 

of what is distinct between the movement from the Pre-State to State society as Deleuze and Guattari 

present it.  
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Lachlan is a PhD candidate at Macquarie University. His current research considers Participatory Art, Events, and Social 

Formations, via the construction of an ontology for Participatory works of art. His Masters thesis considered the work of 

Marina Abramoviƒá via Hegel and Deleuze. He also has interest in Continental Aesthetics more broadly, Political 

Philosophy, Anthropology, and Ontology. 

JOHN LIPPITT  

The University of Notre Dame Australia and The University of Pardubice, Czech Republic  

Self-righteousness in the Digital Age: A Moral Over-confidence Account  

I propose a new account of the underexplored vice of self-righteousness (SR), replacing the overly restrictive 

moral superiority view with one rooted in moral over-confidence (MOC). The self-righteous person typically 

has an unwarranted confidence in their own moral judgements and/or the rightness of the cause for which 

they advocate.  

I argue that the MOC view is better placed to capture two of three major arenas in which SR commonly 

emerges. Whereas both views can explain exaggerated/inappropriate claims of personal moral development, 

the MOC view better explains exaggerated/inappropriate claims of moral injury and excessive/misplaced 

public moral pronouncements.  

Emphasising MOC also more clearly shows SR's relevance to our cultural moment, as a vice of excess in 

the formation of moral judgement that is especially prominent in digital environments. I connect MOC to three 

reasons for SR-avoiding generosity of spirit and reticence in judgment, showing how each reason is 

strengthened in the context of social media. This analysis demonstrates that the threats 'affective bubbles' 

(Roberts, forthcoming) pose to the quality of our emotions is at least as important to consider as are the 

more commonly discussed dangers of epistemic bubbles and echo chambers. 

John Lippitt is Professor of Philosophy in the Institute for Ethics and Society at the University of Notre Dame Australia 

(which he served as Director, 2020-24) and the Centre for Ethics, University of Pardubice, Czech Republic. Amongst his 

publications are Love's Forgiveness (OUP 2020), Kierkegaard and the Problem of Self-Love (CUP 2013) and the co-

edited Oxford Handbook of Kierkegaard (OUP 2013). He has recently started "Combatting Self-Righteousness: a Vice of 

the Digital Age", a five-year research grant project (45 million CZK (AU$3million)) funded by the Czech Government's 

ERC-CZ scheme. 

KATHLEEN LOFTUS  

DePaul University  

What are these Mutations?': Discontinuity and Historical Change in Foucault's Archeology  

In the Order of Things, Michel Foucault traces two transformations in the episteme of Western thought--one 

from the Renaissance to the Classic age and the other from the Classic age to the Modern age. In regard to 

these transformations, Foucualt forwards a notion of historical change that prioritises rupture over gradual 

change, the discontiuous over the continuous. However, he has often been critiqued for this treatment of 

change, as his reliance on "ruptures" and "discontuities" has been interpretated as amounting to a random, 

unintellgible account of history. Interestingly, Foucault also describes these transformations as "mutations" 

many times throughout his corpus. I argue that, by taking seriously Foucault's use of mutation at critical 

points in his project, we can better understand the transformation of the episteme as something--both an 

event and a process--that occurs at the level of knowledge (connaissance) and the rules for knowledge 

(savoir). This transformation is neither completely random nor deterministic but rather involves a "tangle of 

continuities and discontinuities." Thus, I present Foucault's historical change as including both a deformation-

-the rules are stretched to their limits--and a reformation--new rules must emerge--which together constitute 

not a total break but a mutation. 

Kathleen Loftus is a third year Philosophy PhD student at DePaul University, where she recently received her M.A. in 

Philosophy. She graduated from the University of Southern California in 2022 with a B.A. in Philosophy and in 

Comparative Literature. She is currently interested in Psychoanalysis, Foucault's histories, and Feminist philosophy, and 

she also works as a writing center tutor. 
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CAROLINE LOFTUS  

DePaul University   

"The aim of all life is death": End and Drive Between Kant and Freud  

Connections between psychoanalytic theory and Kant's critical project have been drawn based on Kant's first 

two critiques, either grounding Freud's theories of the psyche in the transcendental turn or comparing 

Kantian and psychoanalytic ethics. In contrast, Kant's Critique of the Power of Judgment, whose subject is 

half aesthetics, half philosophy of biology, has received relatively little attention from psychoanalytically 

inclined readers. Additionally, most engagement with it has been confined to Kantian aesthetics. Hence, this 

paper proposes connecting Kant's treatment of the natural end [Naturzweck] in the biology section of the 

Third Critique to psychoanalysis, specifically the Freudian death drive, on both historical and conceptual 

grounds. Historically speaking, Kant's Third Critique left its mark on Goethe and Schiller, key philosophical-

literary influences on Freudian drive theory. The first part of this paper traces this lineage. Conceptually, I 

argue that Kant's conception of the merely regulative use of the concept of a natural end traces the same 

"frontier between the mental and the somatic" that the drive accounts for in psychoanalytic thought. In Kant's 

Third Critique and the late Freud, both nature and civilisation are radically unfinished projects troubled and 

impelled from within by drive, their uncanny meeting point. 

Caroline Loftus is a Ph.D. student in philosophy at DePaul University in Chicago. They endeavor to complete doctoral 

work at the intersection of German Idealism and psychoanalysis (specifically Freud and Lacan) on subjectivity, freedom, 

and drive. They are also a painter and have written on philosophy and visual art. 

CRAIG LUNDY  

London Metropolitan University  

Deleuze’s Problematic Principle of Sufficient Reason  

Giles Deleuze's interpretation and use of the principle of sufficient reason is an important element in his 

philosophy, especially in his seminal Difference and Repetition. Most of the scholarship that has examined 

this aspect of his work has focused on Deleuze's reading of Leibniz and Spinoza. This is understandable, not 

only because of Deleuze's explicit reference to these authors’ thoughts on the principle of sufficient reason, 

but also because they are 

commonly positioned as two of the most central figures in the tradition of the principle of sufficient reason. 

Lesser noted, however, is that Deleuze's views on the principle of sufficient reason are foregrounded in his 

studies of Hume, Bergson and Nietzsche. This paper will explore the extent to which these other contexts 

are responsible for setting the terms of Deleuze's mature treatment of the principle of sufficient reason. 

Craig Lundy is a Reader in Social and Political Thought at London Metropolitan University. The majority of his research 

has been concerned with exploring the nature of transformational processes, in particular the role that history plays in 

shaping socio-political formations. Craig is the author of Deleuze’s Bergsonism (2018), History and Becoming: Deleuze’s 

Philosophy of Creativity (2012), and he co-edited with Daniela Voss the collection At the Edges of Thought: Deleuze and 

Post-Kantian Philosophy (2015), all published by Edinburgh University Press. His most recent book is the volume After 

Progress (Sociological Review Monograph Series, 2022), co-edited with Martin Savransky. 

ALISTAIR MACAULAY  

Deakin University  

Exhaustion and the Political Efficacy of Improvisation  

Debates about improvisation invariably involve a discussion of freedom. This paper outlines the political 

significance and efficacy of improvisation by developing a notion of exhaustion. Drawing on the Deleuzo-

Guattarian notions of stratification, deterritorialisation and reterritorialisation, I argue that the variation of 

musical material that occurs in musical improvisation exhausts existing structures, uncovering new 

connections and opportunities. It is in this sense that it is through improvisation we achieve agency. 

However, improvisation also exhausts itself - involving a perennial process of change. 
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Deleuze and Guattari's conceptual geometry explains the mutual transformation of musical structures that 

constrain and are modified by an improvisor's performance. However, to elaborate the kind of freedom that 

arises from improvising, I expand this account with Fred Moten's notion of escape. With this notion, I unpack 

his aphorism, "performance is resistance to the object" from the preface of Black and Blur. In so doing, I 

begin to outline what is perhaps an optimistic account where improvisation is taken a model for creative 

resistance. But I also hope to partially temper this optimism by the term exhaustion, which encapsulates the 

ardour and difficulty of its practice. 

Alistair is a PhD candidate at Deakin University, researching Deleuzean improvisation. His research interests concern 

the intersection of music and philosophy. 

MICHAEL MACDONALD  

Department of English Language and Literature, University of Waterloo  

The Phantom Philosopher: The Figure of Sophist in Modern Continental Philosophy  

For all their veneration of logos and persuasive speech, the ancient Greek philosophers also feared 

discourse and its power to produce effects in the soul and the world. Thanks to the polemics of Plato and 

Aristotle, this "logophobia," as Michel Foucault calls it, is associated above all with the figure of the sophist. 

In a sense, Plato and Aristotle create the discipline of philosophy by negating sophistry, demonising the 

sophist as the phantom Other of the genuine philosopher, if not its "counter-essence" (Heidegger).  

Viewed in this context, one of the most remarkable trends in modern Continental philosophy has been the 

resurgence of scholarly interest in the ancient Greek sophists and their Nachlebenin the history of logic, 

ontology, epistemology, and other fields. Beginning with Immanuel Kant's Critique of Pure Reason, which 

exposes a "natural" sophistry at work in the innermost nexus of reason, philosophers have challenged 

orthodox accounts of the ancient Greek sophists and advanced new arguments about their place in the 

history of philosophy. This essay therefore examines the "restitution" (Nietzsche) of sophistic thought in 

several key texts of modern German (Hegel, Nietzsche) and contemporary French (Deleuze, Lyotard) 

philosophy.  

Taking its point of departure in Kant, who revives and radicalises many sophistic arguments concerning 

relativism, subjectivism, negative dialectics, and the critique of totality, the essay examines some of the 

vexing problems of ancient Greek sophistry that have come to play a decisive role in modern Continental 

philosophy: the finite, relative, and subjective nature of knowledge; the dissolution of the ego or subjectum  

in the flux of appearances; the gap between thinking and Being; the difference between words and things; 

contradiction and the problem of time in logic (temporal modal logic); time as event (kairos) rather than 

enduring presence; and others. While it cannot be said, with Nietzsche, that "every advance in moral and 

epistemological knowledge has reinstated the sophists" (Nachlass), this essay will show that many concepts 

and problems associated with sophistic thought have been reactivated in modern Continental philosophy.  

As Hegel puts it in his Lectures on the History of Philosophy, "sophistry does not lie so far from us as we 

think . . ." 

Michael J. MacDonald is Associate Professor in the Department of English Language and Literature at the University of 

Waterloo (Ontario, Canada). In addition to editing the Oxford Handbook of Rhetorical Studies, he has published essays 

on Kant, Hegel, Nietzsche, Derrida, Levinas, Irigaray, and other modern continental philosophers. 

PAUL MAGEE  

University of Canberra  

I saw a Fragile of: On the Everyday English Syntax of Finnegans Wake  

James Joyce's 1939 novel/poem, Finnegans Wake, is widely regarded as one of the strangest and most 

linguistically experimental books ever written. Yet for all the strangeness of Joyce's diction, critics have since 

the 1960s noted that the Wake's phrasing possesses "a fundamental syntactic clarity" (Hart, 31). What is 

more, even as we are bamboozled by Joyce's diction, we seem simultaneously-as with Lewis Carrol's 

relatedly perplexing and illuminating poem "Jabberwocky" - to have an intuitive sense of how to say these 

seemingly meaningless words as if we mean them; and to gain a smattering sense of the sorts of things the 

writer is probably getting at in the process. In my paper, I suggest that both these readerly outcomes are 
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functions of the work's above-mentioned "syntactic clarity," a phenomenon much more closely related to 

meaning and performativity than the recently dominant Chomskyan tradition would allow. But if syntax plays 

such a key role in our engagement with the Wake, what are we to make of claims like Philippe Sollers, that 

Joyce wrote the Wake "in such a way that the English language no longer exists" (Sollers, qtd in Lacan, 2). 

How can we attribute syntactic clarity to a language that no longer exists? 

Paul Magee studied in Melbourne, Moscow, San Salvador and Sydney. He is Professor of Poetry at the University of 

Canberra, where he directs the Centre for Creative and Cultural Research. His most recent book is Suddenness and the 

Composition of Poetic Thought (Rowman and Littlefield, 2022). 

SYLVIE MAGERSTAEDT  

University of Notre Dame Australia  

The Crown Controversy and Other Stories – On the Uses and Abuses of History for 
Television Drama  

Recently, the rise of streaming services has led to a proliferation of historical television drama. However, 

high-profile shows such as The Crown have drawn a considerable amount of criticism regarding their 

portrayal of history in general or particular characters within them. Even explicitly fictional shows like 

Bridgerton or The Queen's Gambit have drawn some such criticism. Beyond merely examining the validity of 

claims to truth and accuracy in fiction, I am interested in the ethical implications of such portrayals. What (if 

anything) do we owe historical figures, how do those histories affect audiences and to what extent does 

geographical and temporal distance matter?  

The proposed paper will explore some of these ethical questions and investigate if there are ethical 

standards beyond simple, and not always helpful, appeals to 'truthfulness'. Drawing on Nietzsche's essay on 

the Uses and Abuses of History for Life, it will examine how the three types of history outlined by Nietzsche - 

monumental, antiquarian and critical - intersect within historical television dramas. As he warns his readers, 

much 'mischief is caused through thoughtless transplantation' of one type into the context of another, 

allowing them to 'degenerate into weeds' (§ 2). This paper will explore some of those potential weeds. 

Sylvie Magerstaedt is a Senior Lecturer in Film and Media at the University of Notre Dame Australia. Her work sits at the 

intersection of philosophy, film and television studies, with a particular interest in storytelling, myth and character. She 

has published three monographs, exploring a range of topics, from the revival of epic cinema and the ethics of science 

fiction to television representations of the ancient world, and is currently working on her forth book 'Ancient Britain on 

Screen', which brings together, film studies, history and philosophy to explore diverse questions of national identity, 

colonialism and the mythmaking of history. 

ELAD MAGOMEDOV   

Husserl Archives: Center for Phenomenology and Continental Philosophy, KU Leuven  

Platonism Without Ideas: Towards an Immanent Ontology of the Fake     

Deleuze sees Plato's concept of the Idea as a means to separate the true claimant of truth from the false 

one. This concept allows Plato to differentiate between the Idea and the image, the original and the copy, the 

model and the simulacrum. However, the price Plato pays for distinguishing the 'real' from the 'fake' is the 

division of the world into two, establishing a dualism between the transcendental domain of being and the 

immanent domain of becoming.  

In our own philosophical landscape, marked by what Nietzsche called the 'overturning' or 'reversal' of 

Platonism, we witness the abolition of Platonic dualisms that once allowed us to distinguish the real from the 

fake. At the same time, we increasingly need an immanent ontology that can reinstall such distinctions. In my 

paper, I argue that the possibility of such an immanent ontology is not irreconcilable with the post-

Nietzschean project of 'overturning' metaphysics. Although Deleuze, who most programmatically undertook 

the project to overturn Platonism, 'emancipates' simulacra from their subordination to the Idea, I argue that 

the problem of the fake returns in new forms when we replace Plato's ontology with an immanent one. 

I am a postdoctoral researcher funded by the FWO (Research Foundation - Flanders), currently working on a project 

titled “Propaganda as Totalization of Imposture". I attained my PhD at the KU Leuven in 2023 with a dissertation titled 
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"Philosophy of Imposture: Phantasm, Simulacrum, Sense", which focused on the phenomenon of “fake” and was 

awarded 'summa cum laude'. Some of my recent articles include "The Sense of Propulsion: Sartrean Freedom as 

Deleuzian Force" (2022) and “Sartre’s Break with Heidegger in L’être et le néant”. In addition to continental philosophy 

and phenomenology, I am also interested in Russian Philosophy. 

FRANCO MANNI  

Dipartimento di Filosofia, Liceo Scientifico 'Leonardo', Brescia (Italy)  

Against Dualistic Separation Between History and Philosophy  

Plato thought that ideas and their relations (theories) were timeless and subsistent. Hegel was the 

philosopher who most powerfully sought to refute Plato: in his 'Philosophy of the Absolute Spirit' he argues 

that philosophy is nothing but the history of philosophy.   

However, the Platonic idea is powerful and has had a greater following, at least up to the present time, than 

Hegel's. While 'philosophy' is seen as the realm of absolute and immutable truth, 'history' is seen as the 

realm of relative and mutable opinion.  Influential 20th century philosophies have argued for this: Bergson's 

Spiritualism, Sartre's and Heidegger's Existentialism, Husserl's Phenomenology, Carnap's and Neurath's 

Neopositivism, and the Analytic Philosophy of the later Wittgenstein, Ayer and countless others. 

Not everywhere, however. In my paper I present how some Anglophone philosophers, the British R.G. 

Collingwood, and the Americans David D. Roberts and Claes Ryn, all three influenced by the neo-Hegelian 

philosopher Benedetto Croce, have discussed and pointed out how theory without history is empty and how 

history without theory is blind. They did so with particular acuity and depth, with particularly sophisticated 

arguments, because they found themselves speaking and writing in an intellectual environment strongly 

inclined to dualistically separate the two disciplines. 

My focus is on the history of philosophy itself and its meaningful journey. I wrote essays and presented papers on 

ancient, medieval, modern, and contemporary philosophers. My interpretation of the history of philoophy relies upon 

Herbert McCabe's and Sofia Vanni Rovighi's Thomism and upon Benedetto Croce's Historicism. 

MATT MARASCO  

La Trobe University  

The Scientific and Cultural Milieu of Proto-photography: The Historical Proximity  
of Photography to Hegel  

This paper attempts to situate G. W. F. Hegel in the scientific and cultural milieu of proto-photography. 

Tracing photography's German origins from the chemical experiments of Johann Heinrich Schulze around 

1717 to the optical experiments of Thomas Johann Seebeck and Johann Wolfgang von Goethe around 

1817, it aims to connect various pioneering figures of photography with Hegel's knowledge of or 

acquaintance with them.  

Along the way, it stops at the Wedgwood-Darwin dynasty; the Herschel-Galton families; and others to 

develop a historical understanding of the chemical and optical innovations that preceded photography's 

arrival on the world stage in 1839. While Hegel was already dead then, this paper culminates in an 

argument, based on his optical experiments in collaboration with the scientific and cultural milieu, that forms 

the basis of a philosophically speculative account of photography. 

Matt Marasco is a casual academic and a Graduate Researcher at La Trobe University. He is in the final stages of 

completing his PhD thesis, Hegel and Photography: Developing the Negative. 
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JESSICA MARIAN  

University of Melbourne  

The Journal as the Frame of Reference: Derrida, Lacan, and Johnson at Yale French Studies  

This paper will revisit the debate between Jacques Lacan and Jacques Derrida over Edgar Allan Poe's The 

Purloined Letter, paying special consideration to the publishing history of the debate's key texts. Before 

Lacan positioned his essay as the first entry in his Écrits (1966), he had published a version of "Le Séminaire 

sur La Lettre volée" in the journal of the Société française de psychanalyse, La Psychanalyse (1956). Lacan 

made several significant revisions between the versions in La Psychanalyse and the Écrits. On the side of 

Derrida, his critique of Lacan's reading first appeared in Poétique (1975) and then in English in Yale French 

Studies within the same year (1975). It would later be collected in La Carte postale (1980).  

I argue that Yale French Studies in fact played a major role in staging the struggle between Lacan and 

Derrida, including publishing the decisive supplement by Barbara Johnson, "The Frame of Reference" 

(1977). While the argument that 'French Theory' was a product of anglophone literary studies departments is 

by now familiar, less attention has been paid to the practical and institutional forms that production took. YFS 

enabled Johnson to have the final word in a debate that otherwise would not have taken place. 

Jessica Marian is a postdoctoral research fellow at the University of Melbourne. Her research centres on the relationship 

between ideas and institutions in the twentieth century. Her work has appeared in 'New Literary History' (2024), 

'Australian Humanities Review' (2024), and 'Australian Literary Studies' (2023). She is currently completing a monograph 

on the genre of the review in post-war French philosophy. She is co-convenor of the Critical Research Association 

Melbourne (CRAM), and co-editor of 'Parrhesia: A Journal of Critical Philosophy'. 

CHRISTOPHER MAYES  

Deakin University  

De-colonial Communitarianism? Towards Land and Climate Justice 

A binary between Western and indigenous* knowledges, ontologies, and ethics is commonly upheld and 

unquestioned. The West is individual, possessive, temporally linear, and material. Indigenous is embedded, 

collective, temporally everywhen, and spiritual. There are undeniable differences that need to be approached 

with epistemic humility. Yet, I contend that this binary relies on a conception of the West as industrial-liberal-

capitalist. In this paper, I propose that there are traditions "within the West" that are situated in the space 

between the binary. The communitarian tradition has made similar critiques of liberal capitalism to those 

made by indigenous scholars and communities. I bring the work of Aileen Moreton-Robinson and Kyle 

Powys Whyte into conversation with communitarian thinkers to argue that communitarianism is better 

positioned than political liberalism to learn from indigenous knowledges, ontologies, and ethics and therefore 

better able to contribute to processes of de-coloniality and collective struggles for land and climate justice. 

*I follow the convention of lower-case "indigenous" to include multiple or all indigenous peoples and upper-

case "Indigenous" in reference to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples. 

Chris is a Senior Lecturer in Philosophy at Deakin University, Australia. His approach to philosophy combines theoretical, 

historical and empirical methods. He has published two books - The Biopolitics of Lifestyle (Routledge, 2015) and 

Unsettling Food Politics (Rowman & Littlefield, 2018) - and multiple journal articles exploring the bio-ethical/political 

entanglement of bodies, race, food, and reproduction. He is co-host of the Undisciplinary podcast. 

LEAH MCGARRITY   

Australian Catholic University  

Existence May Not be a Predicate, But I Still Am: First-Person Being, Phenomenology  
and the Ontological Argument for the Existence of God  

Although they represent diametrically opposed metaphysical standpoints, I want to draw attention to how key 

assumptions, terminology and concepts from pre-modern scholasticism are taken up in twentieth century 

phenomenology and existentialism, especially by Heidegger, De Beauvoir and Sartre. In particular, I argue 
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that assumptions behind the ontological argument for God from necessary existence, originally attributable to 

the Islamic thinker, Ibn Sina (Avicenna) and then discussed by Thomas Aquinas, resurface in 

phenomenological and existentialist approaches to first person being.  

To consider how this comes about, I will consider: (i) Descartes’ unique position as both modern, inasmuch 

as his cogito argument (in the Second Meditation) sets in train the inward, methodological, turn in thinking 

about necessary existence, and premodern, inasmuch as he still sees the argument as a stepping stone to 

proving the existence of God (especially in the Third and Fifth Meditations); and then, (ii) Kant’s decisive 

critique of the ontological argument to the extent that any supposed necessity only tells us about the 

requirements for human judgement, and not existence itself, since, in Kant’s famous dictum, “existence is not 

a predicate”.  

But while Kant’s critique demolishes the argument as a claim for existence per se, it also clears the way for 

‘existence as’ to then become a way of thinking about human (self-) understanding and first person being 

that is taken up by Hegel and, later, Husserl. What has been overlooked though is how the scholastic legacy 

implicit in this has continued to be at work just below the surface. In fact, phenomenology has provided a 

means of liberating older scholastic categories from their earlier theistic underpinning, not least of all for 

those Existentialist thinkers who take the phenomenological tradition as their starting point. 

Leah McGarrity received her PhD from the University of Sydney, where she was also a lecturer, and has been a 

research fellow at Ryukoku University, Kyoto, and postdoctoral visiting researcher at the University of California, 

Berkeley. She is currectly a sessional lecturer in the National School of Philosophy, Australian Catholic University, where 

she teaches in the areas of Ethics, Philosophical Anthropology, Philosophy of Religion, and Comparative Philosophy and 

Religion. 

JODIE MCNEILLY  

Australian Catholic University  

Toward a Phenomenological Theory of Thingism: Exploring the Problem of the Correlation 
with Husserl's Material A Priori and Meillassoux's Mathematics for the Great Outdoors   

Political Ecologist Jane Bennett introduced the concept of thingism as vital materiality or "thing power" in her 

2010 text Vibrant Matter. Bennett's Latour inspired materialism holds that things are unreachable in their 

relations prior to any human encounter: when objects become other, and 'sardine cans look back'. In 

general, New Materialisms seek to preserve an independence between things and us, purportedly 

overcoming the problem of a dependent correlation developed between 'thought and being' and 'subject and 

object'. In this paper, I defend phenomenology against Speculative Realist Quentin Meillassoux's charge that 

it always ties objects to subjects in ways whereby the latter reifies the former through perception (sensuous 

knowing) and representation (language and concepts).  

While intentionality and the role of givenness in phenomenology undoubtedly constitutes a subject-object 

dyadic relation between perceivers and things, I will argue that Meillassoux (and others) overlook Husserl's 

earlier emphasis on the 'material a priori' in his Logical Investigations prior to his concentration on describing 

the structures of consciousness. I will point to the potential for developing a phenomenological materialism 

beyond his idealist tendencies through a 'material' reading of later concepts to support both independence of 

a 'thing without me' and a relationality with noematic depth. 

From here, I will explore an overlap between Meillassoux's 'mathematics of the in itself' and the spatial, 

kinetic, temporal logics of things that the material a priori exposes. If followed through in full passivity, 

Husserl's thought no less retains the in itself for the material world. My purpose for mitigating the problem of 

the correlation as it relates to phenomenology is to draw fruitfully on its methodological power for things 

when addressing the concerns at the heart of my larger project on extractivism, waste and the phenomenon 

of hoarding. 

Jodie McNeilly is a Sessional Lecturer in Philosophy at the Australian Catholic University. She holds a PhD from The 

University of Sydney. Her research and publications focus upon Husserl's phenomenology, performance, religious belief 

and things. 
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MAURIZIO MELONI  

Deakin University  

Patterns of Othering in European Thought (1): Otherness and Racial Difference in Italian 
Humanism, the Case of Francesco Petrarca  

‘Othering' is an increasingly used term in international debates on structural racism and decolonisation. It can 

be defined as a form of a binary thinking, or stereotyping through which whole groups are treated as inferior 

or abnormal, and their differences reified, magnified, misrepresented, or caricatured. This talk, part of a 

larger book-length project, describes othering processes in Italian humanism, a founding moment of the 

history of the humanties and a source of contemporary debates on what is human and humanity.  

Building on recent decolonial readings, I focus in particular on the work of Italian Poet Francesco Petrarca 

(Petrarch in English), showing his contribution in building norms of what counts as European and civilised in 

binary opposition to non-European cultures, particularly Arabic medicine and philosophy. I will focus also on 

his epic poem Africa. The talk will also offer an overview of the recent literature on the postcolonial Middle 

Ages and the politics of periodisation across the modern-premodern boundary (Davis, 2008) as a key 

political strategy in the production of colonial modernity in the philosophical canon. 

Maurizio Meloni is a social theorist with a strong interest in the history and philosophy of the life-sciences. He is the 

author of Political Biology: Science and Social Values in Human Heredity from Eugenics to Epigenetics (Palgrave, 2016: 

Winner of  the Human Biology Association Book Award, 2020), Impressionable Biologies (Routledge, 2019), and chief 

editor of the Palgrave Handbook of Biology and  Society (2018). He is currently Associate Professor in Sociology at 

Deakin University,  Australia. 

THOMAS MICAL   

Theory of the Soft Machine  

This chapter is driven by the need to amplify and intensify the conceptual apparatus of the "soft machine" 

indicated originally in a close reading of Leibniz Monadology s. 64. This exploratory paper articulates the 

"soft machine" as a construct of the vegetal intelligence that erases the categorical distinction tions between 

mechanism and organism - by integrating the two surprisingly similar arrangements of cognitive nature 

systems located in the writings of Gottfried Leibniz in the 17thC and Gregory Bateson in the 20thC.  

The correspondence's (across centuries) by these two offer a dynamic model of nature, where nature is a 

recombinant worlds of thoughts and processes, where nature is saturated with metaphysical substances 

across many registers crossing matter and mind. The swarming and scintillating points of interdependent 

intelligences are the countless monads, operating recombinant in differentiated grades of intensities of 

intelligence. Leibniz sees minds (monads) of differentiated grades cascading throughout nature and 

mechanisms.  

This emergence of a proto-vitalism will be examined as a precursors also of the recent writings of 

Melitopoulos and Lazzarato on indigenous machinic animism. Soft machines are the full range of bio-

mechanical hybrids (trees, people, animals, apparatuses) as actual entities arising from soft systems, which 

intertwine movement-systems and cognition, mirroring through dual feedback loops intensifying beyond any 

pre-established harmony. As such, we will seek to align this Leibniz model of mind-nature supersaturated 

with soft machines towards the cybernetic model of nature in Bateson.  

Bateson's work on natural systems and cybernetics in the animal (and plant) worlds itself also has an 

overarching pan-psychic nature-philosophy of mind - one that incorporates all processes of consciousness 

as systemic natures ("of the individual human being; of the culture in which he lives; and the systemic nature 

of the biological-ecological"). For Bateson, mind, society, and environment follow a second-order cybernetic 

model of dual feedback loops and temporary equilibriums. In this, the elements of nature are both organism 

and machinic consciousness, and the range of these complex sentient entities are the range of "soft 

machines" under sustained examination. 

Thomas Mical has been a Professor of Architectural Theory and Superhumanities, tenured in the US, Canada, Australia, 

New Zealand, and India. He is currently Director of the Esoteric Library of the Kangra Valley (Indian Himalayas). 
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JANAR MIHKELSAAR  

University of Jyväskylä, Deakin University  

Freedom and Dominance at the Breaking Points of Dispositifs  

The heightened atmosphere of turmoil around the failure of technologies is what seems to define the present 

moment as an age of crisis. It is believed that technological progress has betrayed its humanist promise to 

yield post-labor, post-racial and post-gender society. Media platforms like the Facebook denigrate what is 

social in the social media. The rent-seeking practices of international corporations like the Amazon announce 

a new form of feudalism, called as "techno-feudalism. The crises of the state apparatus show the hidden 

nexus between humanisation and dehumanisation. It is precisely in this turmoil that the capture of a human 

disposition in the ordering of dispositifs appears problematic. 

Here arises the question of whether faltering apparatuses advance freedom or promote new forms of 

dominance. Depending on one's perspective, one can argue in either way. When viewed as an opportunity, it 

opens the spaces of freedom, the possibility of experimenting with novel ways of living. When viewed as a 

threat, it fortifies the hold of existing institutions and practices over people. In my paper, I argue that Foucault 

takes the first route and reformulates the idea of freedom, whereas Giorgio Agamben takes the second route 

and rethinks the idea of dominance. 

I am a Marie Curie postdoctoral researcher at the University of Jyväskylä (Finland). Visiting at the Deakin University. 

MATILDA MILLAR-CARTON  

University of Melbourne  

Body Horror: Body Image Disturbance in Anorexia Nervosa  

Philosophers have long been intrigued by perceptual distortions and their ability to inform our understanding 

of the mind and body. Body image disturbance in Anorexia Nervosa is considered one such distortion. It is 

almost stereotypical to associate anorexia with an emaciated figure unable to see themselves as thin, and 

this disturbance, in which an individual is unable to accurately perceive or experience their body, is 

considered one of the most fundamental and persistent features of the disorder. In this paper, I argue that 

we must adopt a phenomenological perspective to comprehend the anorexic experience of body image 

disturbance. Drawing on the work of Maurice Merleau-Ponty and Shaun Gallagher, I establish what a 

'normal' experience of the body might look like, and contend that from here, we can reframe body image 

disturbance as not a perceptual distortion but an aberrance in the body image's operation. I then consider 

theories that frame this disturbance as the 'objectification' of the body, and interrogate the manner in which 

we can understand the body as being experienced as an object. I end by considering how anorexic 

behaviours deployed to quell body image disturbance act to compound and maintain the experience of the 

body-as-object. 

Matilda is completing a master's degree in philosophy at the University of Melbourne. Her primary interests lie where the 

philosophy of language and mind intersect with feminist philosophy and critical theory; particularly, in understanding how 

subject formation, and more recently embodiment, is impacted by social realities. Her master's thesis seeks to explore 

the embodied experience of Anorexia Nervosa, understanding the condition as a socio-culturally located phenomenon. 

AEVA MILOS  

University of Melbourne 

Life Over Death: Hélène Cixous's Writing-in-the-Present  

In her 1983 The Book of Promethea, Hélène Cixous attempts to theorise and practise a relation to the 

'present' wherein language and subjectivity coincide through the force of desire. In this paper, I wish to 

unpack the necessary transformations the writer must make in order to achieve this 'writing-in-the-present'. 

Cixous attempts to develop a life-affirming philosophic writing that would disrupt the French post-structuralist 

'obsession' with death. Cixous privileges life over death - but she does not do away with death altogether. 

Instead of positioning language in relation to the violence of absence or annihilation, Cixous radically 

reconsiders death as a 'wounding' of the body - and a necessary wounding at that. The wound is a reminder. 
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Through the wound, one can reach life by relinquishing possessive desire and making contact with the 

maternal. As an overlooked concept in Cixousian studies, I wish to concretise the 'present' as an expansive 

and transformative way of thinking through the relation between life and death, and desire and non-desire. 

Aeva Milos is a writer residing in Naarm. This year, she completed her Honours thesis at the University of Melbourne on 

Hélène Cixous's concept of 'writing-in-the-present'. She is an editor with Voiceworks Online and previously worked as an 

editorial assistant for Pure Nowhere. In 2023, she participated in Toolkits: Digital Storytelling. Her writing has been 

published in Going Down Swinging, Gems Zine and Layabout Magazine. She runs her own publication, Dogstar. 

RICHARD MITCHELL  

Otago Polytechnic  

On Pain and Suffering  

This philosophical autoethnographic presentation explores how pain provides a talismanic affordance for a 

new self, defined by sacred conquest, heroism and triumph, rather than the profanity of survival, victimhood 

and tragedy. The work explores how the continental existentialists help in the sense-making of the 

senselessness of pain and suffering. In 2001, I was the survivor of a near-death bicycle accident. In the 

days, months and years hence I have endured untold senseless, unwanted, unimaginable pain. What, then, 

possessed me to turn to endurance pastimes that inevitably lead to more, often excruciating, pain?  

Self-inflicted pain from my endurance pursuits induces a perverse kind of pleasure and according to Bloom 

(2021, p. 75) such "masochistic appetites arise in every society and within every individual". The pain and 

suffering of endurance pursuits can trigger the poiesis of our 'narrative imagination' and the "fashioning and 

refashioning not only of our pasts but also of our selves" (Freeman, 2009, p. 66). Meanwhile, if there is one 

thing that unites the continental existentialist tradition it is an obsession with the liminality and absurdity of life 

and its experiences pain and suffering. This is a deeply personal philosophical journey into the existentialist 

angst of pain and suffering. 

Richard is a transdisciplinary researcher with a broad range of interests, including consumption, food and wine, teaching 

and learning and, more recently, pleasure and pain in leisure. He has more than 150 research outputs and has 

presented all over the world. 

ADRIAN MOORE  

Bond University  

Fairness as Pharmakon: On the Possibility of a 'Theory of Justice'  

This paper seeks to use a Derridean informed deconstructive methodology to analyse the internal 

contradictions which arise from Rawl's theory of fairness as justice. In particular, the paper will analyse the 

role of fairness as a neutral and weaponisable force in modern politics, by analogy to Derrida's reading of the 

pharmakon in his 1971 text Dissemination. Through this reading, 'fairness as justice' will be shown to act as 

an exclusionary enclosure of the status quo and risks collapsing into fascism. By contrast, Derrida's 

conception of 'democracy to come' will stand as an open-ended, perfectible alternative to the inflexibility of 

the liberal consensus. The paper intends to set the stage for further post-structural critiques of the Anglo-

American liberal paradigm. 

Adrian Moore is a philosopher and author based on the Gold Coast, QLD. He was conferred a PHD in 2019 by the 

University of Queensland, with a thesis focussing on the works of Nietzsche and Camus, particularly their engagements 

with Buddhist and Taoist philosophies. Adrian's ongoing research includes deconstructive critiques of contemporary 

liberal political theory, as well as comparative studies in East-West philosophy. 
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THOMAS MORAN   

Monash University 

The Rhetoric of the Death of Cinema   

The move from analogue to digital technology has been greeted by filmmakers and theorists as marking the 

'death of cinema'. Yet this is not the first time cinema has been declared dead. From the transition from silent 

to sound, to the introduction of television, to the appearance of the VHS, each technical transformation has 

been greeted with declarations that the medium of cinema is over. In this light it may seem that reports of 

cinema's death have been highly exaggerated. 

This paper will propose an account of what I term the 'rhetoric' of the death of cinema. While it may appear to 

be bombastic and incoherent, the rhetoric of the death of cinema is in fact a productive discourse. Each time 

the death of cinema is proclaimed, the mourner implicitly defines what is particular to the cinematic medium. 

The rhetoric of the death of cinema is thus a way of reflecting on cinema's aesthetic singularity and its 

technical evolution. 

Thomas Moran is a PHD candidate at Monash University who has recently submitted a thesis on the death of cinema. 

His work has appeared in Animals and Science Fiction (Palgrave), Urban Emotions and the Making of the City 

(Routledge) and Senses of Cinema. 

AYMEN MOUTWARI  

Deakin University  

Merleau-Ponty and the Neo-Kantian Tradition  

Throughout his oeuvre, Maurice Merleau-Ponty makes ambivalent reference to Kant, endorsing some 

aspects of his thought and rejecting others. What has received relatively less attention in the scholarship is 

Merleau-Ponty's relationship to Neo-Kantianism. My goal in this paper is to explore the relation of Merleau-

Ponty's work to that of the Neo-Kantian philosopher Ernst Cassirer.  

It will be shown that Cassirer's adoption of the Marburg variant of Neo-Kantianism, as well as his 

developments in The Philosophy of Symbolic Forms, allow one to recognise interesting points of 

convergence with Merleau-Ponty's thought. For example, both thinkers share a critical attitude towards 

various forms of dualism, embrace a historically embedded account of knowledge, and thematise culture as 

a topic deserving of serious philosophical attention.  

However, it will also be shown that there are some fundamental, irreconcilable differences between the two 

thinkers. In particular, I will demonstrate the irreconcilability of Cassirer's 'conceptualism', with Merleau-

Ponty's commitment to the thesis of the primacy of perception, defended in his magnum opus 

Phenomenology of Perception. As such, this paper will defend the claim that Merleau-Ponty shares some 

sympathies with the Kantian legacy, while also rejecting the idea that Merleau-Ponty's project is totally 

commensurable with Kantianism.  

I am currently a Master's student at Deakin University, working on questions in the history of phenomenology, especially 

its relationship to other philosophical traditions. My primary philosophical interests are 19th and 20th century continental 

philosophy, and the nature of the analytic/continental divide. I plan to develop my research interests further as a PhD 

student. 

HAMED  MOVAHEDI   

McGill   

Deleuze and Foucault: The Metaphysics of Historical Formations   

This research revolves around the works of Gilles Deleuze and Michel Foucault. It interrogates the 

conceptual correspondence between Foucault's implicit metaphysical system, exposed by Deleuze in 

Foucault, and Deleuze's own metaphysics in Difference and Repetition. As an attempt to map the 

metaphysical architecture in Foucault onto Difference and Repetition, this inquiry is crucial since it shows 
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how Difference and Repetition portrays the genetic conditions of any formation, and his book on Foucault 

exhibits Deleuze's endeavor to recount the Foucauldian narrative of the formation of the social field.  

Deleuze reconstructs Foucault's system according to the three axes of power/knowledge/self because his 

metaphysics of genesis, in Difference and Repetition, also entails the three moments of the 

actual/virtual/intensive. If in Difference and Repetition, the genetic conditions of all formations are described 

by an intensive field that expresses an Ideal-virtual field, enabled by dramatisation, then, we can ask how 

this process of actualisation/individuation is reanimated in Foucault, which examines the specific 

actualisation of the social sphere. While stressing that Deleuze's actual/virtual/intensive (or individuation) 

echoes knowledge/power/self (subjectivation) in Foucault, it will be shown how these conceptual links would 

disclose a Deleuzian-Foucauldian metaphysics of social formations, and certain latent political aspects of 

Deleuze's work before Guattari. 

I am a postdoctoral fellow at McGill and Pennsylvania State University.  I received my PhD in philosophy from the 

University of Montreal, working on continuity and event in Deleuze and Leibniz with Christian Leduc and Daniel Smith. 

My work has been published in Deleuze and Guattari Studies, Continental Philosophy Review, and Philosophy Today. 

My monograph project on Deleuze and Leibniz is accepted by Edinburgh University Press. 

NICHOLAS MOYNIHAN  

Australian National University  

Towards a Philosophy of Immanence with Michel Henry  

Michel Henry distinguishes between two distinct regions of Being: the structures of transcendence and 

immanence, respectively. The structure of transcendence corresponds to the phenomenality of the world, 

i.e., it is descriptive of the act in which Being surpasses itself into the light of the world. On the other hand, 

the structure of immanence is descriptive of the pure life of Being itself prior to worldly existence. It signifies 

the 'Parousia,' which means the arrival of Being in itself, in its purity and absolute poverty. 

The Philosophy of Immanence, as pursued in Henry's The Essence of Manifestation, attempts to provide a 

complete description of the structure of immanence. This paper will argue that while Henry is ultimately 

unsuccessful in this task, we nonetheless find the essential components of a genuine Philosophy of 

Immanence in his text, which we will seek to elucidate. To do so, we will draw upon the philosophies of 

Johann Gottlieb Fichte and Meister Eckhart. 

Nicholas Moynihan is a PhD student at the Australian National university. He is currently in his third year of completing a 

thesis that considers the essence of art and music from a phenomenological perspective, with an emphasis on the 

philosophy of Michel Henry. His research interests include ontology, phenomenology and philosophy of music. 

SAKINAH MUNDAY  

MIT  

‘It’s Okay to be White’: Political Speech as Acts of Ventriloquism  

On October 15, 2018, Australian Senator Pauline Hanson, infamous for her anti-immigration sentiment, 

proposed that a motion be passed in the Senate. The second clause of that motion simply read ‘That it is 

okay to be White’. The slogan ‘It’s okay to be White’ (IOTBW) has been used elsewhere, and has garnered 

significant attention and controversy. It is not obvious, however, why such a slogan seems to wield so much 

power. Why does affirming a seemingly self-evident truth provoke wide-ranging responses? What, exactly, 

might be regrettable about supporting the claim that ‘it’s okay to be White’?  

Drawing from insights in philosophy of language and critical race theory, I suggest that ‘It’s okay to be White’ 

manages something akin to an act of ventriloquism: it puts words in the mouth of an opposing interlocutor. In 

more detail, I argue that the slogan both unsettles a topic of discussion—it makes live the question ‘Is it okay 

to be White?’—while simultaneously acting under the false presupposition that the topic had already been 

unsettled by a different interlocutor. 
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Sakinah Munday is a PhD candidate at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, specializing in social and political 

issues within the philosophy of language. Her current research focuses on revising models of conversational tracking and 

updating, particularly in the context of large-scale and public discussion forums. 

RUTWIJ NAKHWA  

Indian Institute of Technology Bombay  

Hegelian Patriotism and Monarchy Contra Nationalism and Grotesque Sovereignty  

This paper undertakes a (re)examination of Hegel's Philosophy of Right, focusing on two of its 

underappreciated moments. The first is Hegel's notion of "patriotism" or "political disposition" (politische 

Gesinnung) or attitude, which, as an objective affect, mediates the relationship between the individual's 

subjective freedom and freedom's actualisation in the objective institutionalised structure(s) of the state. 

Crucially, Hegelian patriotism is not "irrational" devotion to one's nation based on the accidental commonality 

of ethnicity and language. Rather, for Hegel, patriotism is a "certainty based on truth" and "volition which has 

become habitual" - a rational recognition of one's necessary belonging to the political community.  

In the face of the contemporary global explosions of ethno-linguistic nationalism, I contend that Hegelian 

patriotism could offer an important affective-normative criterion to (re)think how to (re)organise freedom. The 

second moment this paper examines is of the Hegelian monarch, the controversial culmination of Hegel's 

political philosophy of the state, which Jean-Luc Nancy pinpoints as the symptomatic point of a real, 

unresolved problem of the political. I contend that simply repressing this problem of the singular monarch 

uniting the (particular) subjective and (universal) objective moments of the state results in its return in the 

contemporary figures of grotesque sovereignty, their foremost exemplar: Donald Trump. 

Rutwij Nakhwa is a PhD Candidate in Philosophy at the Department of Humanities and Social Sciences at the Indian 

Institute of Technology Bombay (IIT B) and is writing his doctoral dissertation on Hegel's political philosophy. 

KYUNG-AH NAM  

The Hong Kong University of Science and Technology  

Reflecting on the Absence and its Enjoyment: The Problem of Reflective Reasoning 
Concerning Non-being  

I delve into the connection between reflective reasoning and the idea of non-existence. In particular, I seek to 

understand why reflective reasoning often integrates non-existence into its framework and to explore the 

consequences of this tendency. Introducing non-existence into reflective reasoning can result in flawed 

decision-making and subsequent behaviors, given that humans participate in contemplation and action. 

Reflective reasoning expands its comprehension of the world primarily through limited experiential 

knowledge constrained by inherent cognitive limitations. 

Reflective reasoning relies on experiential proof within the world; however, throughout this process, the 

empirical world changes into a potentially endless structure that emphasises logical coherence while 

neglecting the actuality of its substance. I analyse the adverse effects of pondering non-existence and 

illuminate three essential facets: Firstly, I address the challenges that arise from reasoning about non-

existence. Secondly, I question the justification for reflective reasoning to infer non-existence. Thirdly, I 

explore the elements influencing the concept of non-existence within reflective reasoning.Through examining 

these inquiries, I aim to reveal the problematic facets inherent in reflective reasoning's interaction with non-

existence and propose a more favorable direction for reflective reasoning to ensure its validity and 

coherence. 

My research endeavours to delve into the challenges faced by the subject due to the retrospective nature of 

consciousness, with a specific focus on examining the constraints imposed by reflective reason. During my master's 

degree studies in Korea, I focused on exploring Jacques Lacan's subject structure in my thesis. I am preparing for my 

doctoral dissertation, which aims to address the limitations of Lacanian conscious-dependent subject structure through 

the lens of Kantian philosophy. 
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SUKHAYL NIYAZOV  

HSE University  

Existential-Ontological Conception of the Utopian Dimension of the Political: Politico-
Theoretical Explication of Martin Heidegger's Fundamental Ontology  

The paper investigates the existential-ontological structure of the political in its relation to the concept of 

utopia. Reinterpreting Heidegger's concept of being-with in terms of concern (Fursorge) as the authentic 

mode of care, the paper redefines the political as the manifestation of authentic being-with, grounded in 

shared concern for a common future when Dasein's future is disclosed as being primordially intertwined with 

the possibilities of the others.  

The paper also deconstructs the traditional understanding of utopia as a "good place that is no place," 

interpreting the utopian in terms of the ecstatic unity of the temporality as the a priori ground of authentic 

being-with others. The paper concludes that when both the political and the utopian are expounded 

temporally and in their authentic form, the distinction between them breaks down: the political temporalises 

as the utopian, and the utopian temporalises as the political. The reinterpretation of the political as/and 

utopian offers a way to navigate Heidegger's Kehre by laying a basis for a shift from a temporal to spatial 

perspective on being (seen in the concept of "place" and the role of the polis in late Heidegger) and a 

reimagining of politics as poesis and a mode of unconcealment. 

Sukhayl Niyazov has served as a teaching assistant for undergraduate courses in political theory, history of political 

thought and comparative politics at HSE University, where he is a B.A. candidate in Political Science and Philosophy & 

Literature (2025). His research interests include political theory and the philosophy of technology. Sukhayl has authored 

numerous publications, including a scholarly review article in Politikon: The IAPSS Journal of Political Science and over 

70 articles in magazines such as National Interest, Public Discourse, Law and Liberty, Pluribus, Starting Points Journal. 

EUSEBIUS NKWAGU  

University of Vienna  

Levinas' Concept of a Stranger and Hospitality  

In recent times, many Western countries have been confronted with the challenges posed by the influx of 

migrants especially from the war-torn countries. There are growing attentions which border on the security 

and the stories of hospitality and hostility. Do we open or close our borders? Welcoming strangers is an act 

of hospitality but there should be a caveat to two dominant stereotypes of nationalistic chauvinism and an 

abstract cosmopolitanism, between the far-right conservativism and the far-left total liberation. 

The concept of strange means unfamiliar and stranger means somebody, who is unfamiliar. An encounter 

with a stranger is a common experience in our daily life. It is either we are strangers sometimes and 

somewhere or we encounter strangers in our residential places. However, in the works of Emmanuel 

Levinas, the concept of a stranger assumes two new meanings in the abstract dimension; vulnerability and 

elusiveness.This paper discusses the stranger in a concrete dimension, the concept of place in relation to 

the stranger, Levinas' abstract dimensions of the stranger and the challenges of exile in the study of Levinas' 

works. 

I am Eusebius Nkwagu BA BA MA, a PhD Researcher in the Philosophy Department at the University of Vienna, Austria. 

My Research interests are metaphysics, ontology, phenomenology and ethics. 

LIAM O'DONNELL (CO-AUTHOR DR GRAHAM STOREY) 

University of New South Wales  

On Fredric Jameson and Ray Brassier's Attempt to Think History Without Subjectivity  

This paper focuses on two short texts that discuss the problem of how to think history. The first text is Fredric 

Jameson's afterword, titled "Sartre's Actuality," to Jean-Paul Sartre's What is Subjectivity? This Sartre text is 

a posthumously published lecture, presented in Rome in 1964, followed by questions from various Italian 
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Marxists, and Sartre's responses. The second text this paper will discuss is Ray Brassier's 2015 essay, titled 

"Jameson on Making History Appear," which is itself a discussion Jameson's Valences of the Dialectic.  

The aim in drawing these two texts together is to reveal the main shared philosophical presupposition of 

these two thinkers, which is their shared belief that subjectivity, and the phenomenological method, must be 

displaced if we are to grasp the objectivity of history as that which conditions our existence. We argue that 

this displacement of subjectivity is based on dubious philosophical and historical assumptions, and that the 

consequence of this displacement is that theory is rendered incapable of truly grasping the being of history. 

While both Jameson and Brassier engage with Sartre (Brassier only in passing), we argue that Sartre's 

thought provides a way to think history that goes beyond the limits of Jameson and Brassier's thinking. 

Liam O'Donnell is a PhD student at UNSW. 

Dr Graham Storey is an independent scholar. 

WILL PAN   

Whither Sovereign Expression  

This paper begins with a historical analysis of the two logics I identify to have dominated colonial 

engagement with Indigenous Australian knowledge. First, fascist logic which follows the principle of 

unilateralism. Indigenous thought is violently rejected or seized into the dominant structure. Secondly, the 

liberal logic, which follows a principle of pluralism. Indigenous knowledge is sublated into the dominant 

structure. 

I argue that the fascist logic was dominant in Australia from colonisation to the 1967 Referendum. Although it 

still lingers today, it is no longer prevalent, and never presents itself as such. I identify the liberal logic as 

prevalent in the contemporary colonial structure.To demonstrate my thesis, I will explore multiple examples 

across different historical contexts and academic disciplines. The primary example I will explore is the 

colonial engagement with the fundamental Indigenous Australian philosophical concept - Land. I trace 

colonial engagement with Land from terra nullius to contemporary Australian government's 

acknowledgement of Indigenous land titles. I argue that terra nullius follows the fascist logic, whilst 

"recognition" follows liberal logic. 

I recently graduated from University of Melbourne with an Honors in Philosophy. I am primarily interested in the question 

of Ideology in the Marxist and Psychoanalytic Tradition. My thesis involved a close reading Louis Althusser's notion of 

Ideology and a subsequent critique from a Lacanian lens. 

JACK PARRY  

Swinburne University of Technology  

Deleuze your Mind  

Deleuze's masterpiece, "Difference and Repetition" is a work of genius that expresses a novel perspective 

on metaphysics. The thesis is dense and one of the most difficult and challenging works of the modern era of 

philosophy. One of its objectives is to present a novel re-framing of representation and the image of thought, 

articulated in terms of various syntheses of time. In particular Deleuze presents three syntheses of time: the 

first synthesis called habitus, the second, memory and the third - the formal and empty order of time.  

Deleuze uses a scaffold built around the Bergson's duration to anchor many of his complex ideas. Notably 

Deleuze presents his syntheses in mixed organic terms of the particular and the general, contractions, 

forces, movements and recollections. In this paper I will employ the practice-based approach of eidetic 

animation to visualise the Deleuzian syntheses of time in terms of brain-cell activity and development. Using 

animation, the philosophical scaffolds and constructs articulated in Difference and Repetition are 

reinterpreted in terms of developmental biology and brain processes. This position can be used to re-frame 

the nature of learning and memory, but also offer new perspectives on mental illness and degenerative 

pathologies of the mind. 

Jack Parry is a researcher at Swinburne University in Melbourne Australia.  His research focuses on the interdisciplinary 

interpretation of philosophy, in particular phenomenology and process philosophy.  He employs an unusual practice 



ASCP Conference 2-4 December 2024  96 

based methodology called eidetic animation, where he imbibes and meditates upon complex ideas in order to rearticulate 

them as moving images. 

ANDREW POE  

Australian Catholic University 

Enter the Law: On the Closing of Kafka’s parable “Vor dem Gesetz”  

Kafka’s parable “Vor dem Gesetz” (“Before the Law”) offers a paradox of patience. In this short parable, 

Kafka tells the story of a stranger from the country who seeks admittance to a city defined by law. This 

stranger approaches an open door into a walled city, but is told by a gatekeeper that it is not yet possible to 

enter. The stranger then waits, continuing to seek admittance over a long life. Eventually, at the end of the 

stranger’s life, the doorkeeper closes the gate to the city. To what end?  

In this essay, I offer a close reading of the closing of the door that concludes this parable. As I show, the 

complexity of Kafka’s narrative stems from the difficulty the reader faces in imagining anyone who is outside 

the law, and not yet subject to it. This closing is an immanent critique of this legal subjectivism. The stranger 

that comes before the law in Kafka’s parable also cannot understand the law; this is why they beg for 

admittance. Reading Kafka alongside Benjamin and Deleuze, this essay aims to make sense of the ways in 

which the “closing” of the door complicates such nomos, the wall of law. 

Andrew Poe is Associate Professor of Social and Political Theory at the Australian Catholic University. His research 

interests are in continental philosophy, democratic theory, and critiques of violence. In his current work, he examines the 

complexity of abolitionism and is completing a book on the subject titled Democracy without Police. 

ISAAC PRICE-KELLY  

Deakin University 

Tragedy Against Dialectics in Foucault's 1950s Manuscripts: A Reframing of the History of 
Madness  

The aim of this paper is to examine how Foucault's initial understanding of his History of Madness was 

influenced by a reading of Nietzsche that has so far been unacknowledged by the secondary literature. More 

specifically, I will show that the framing of the History of Madness in its preface is connected to a set of 

manuscripts from the 1950s, recently published in the volume Nietzsche. Cours, conferences et travaux.  

These manuscripts showcase an extended consideration of the relationship between Socratic-Hegelian 

dialectics and Nietzschean tragedy, incorporating the concepts of the dikê, metaphysics, noon, and history, 

as well as the analyses of Greek myths, particularly that of Prometheus. I intend to thereby shed light on the 

underappreciated relationship of the History of Madness to Greek and German philosophy, allowing for 

future investigations into how that text engages with these traditions, and especially Heidegger's work. 

Isaac Price-Kelly (they/them preferred, but any pronouns are acceptable) is a doctoral student at Deakin University. Their 

research concerns the philosophical status of the text and reading/writing as critical practices in Michel Foucault's works 

from the 1960s. They were born in 2001 on land stolen from the Wurundjeri people of the Kulin nation. 

JANICE RICHARDSON  

Monash University  

Surrogacy and Subordination  

The emergence of gestational surrogacy has raised a number of feminist philosophical problems that I want 

to consider in the context of subordination and contract. There is understandable concern about the 

commodification of gestation, situated within neoliberalism, along with the exploitation of surrogates, 

particularly in the global South. Gestation was previously viewed as an obligation within the marriage 

contract and associated with women's status. Now, as a result of technological change, it forms part of 
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employment - or gig work - contracts. What would be alternative way of conceptualising surrogacy and 

changing such practices? 

In the context of contract, Carole Pateman's (2002) focus on subordination, rather than only exploitation is 

useful. Put crudely, just giving workers more money, while clearly improving their often impoverished 

position, would not, in itself, mean that they had a say in their everyday lives. To imagine what surrogacy 

would look like if controlled by surrogates prompts a consideration of radical changes to the family structure, 

as well as to the "paid workplace", as illustrated by Sophie Lewis (2019). Similarly, Mary Anne Case's (2005) 

"Pets or Meat?" on the gendered work of secretaries and nannies will inform this consideration of gestational 

surrogacy. 

Janice Richardson is an Associate Professor at the Faculty of law, Monash University. She has published four single 

authored books mainly on feminist philosophy, the latest of which is published in 2024: Law, Selfhood and Feminist 

Philosophy: Monstrous Aberrations. Her journal articles include those in Feminist Legal Studies, Law and Critique, Ratio 

Juris, Angelaki: Journal of the Theoretical Humanities, and Minds and Machines: Journal for Artificial Intelligence, 

Philosophy and Cognitive Science. 

JACOB RITZ  

University of Queensland  

Kant, Bolzano and the Desacralised Infinite  

Kant's Critique of Pure Reason and Bolzano's Wissenschaftslehre reflect their contrasting epistemological 

views which anticipate the divergent tendencies of continental and analytic philosophy respectively. 

However, while Kant has received considerable attention, Bolzano's philosophy remains relatively 

understudied, resulting in a limited understanding of the relationship between his Catholic background and 

the ontological views implicit in his epistemological approach.  

To explore this absence, I investigate the epistemological and ontological assumptions which underpin 

Kant's and Bolzano's philosophies, and how these assumptions are conditional upon and conditioned by 

their socio-religious contexts. Firstly, I outline their contrasting stylistic, rather than substantial, emphases on 

the centrality of intuition in epistemology. To determine the source of this stylistic tension, I compare their 

distinct treatments of the notion of infinity. I then link Kant's ontology of finitude and Bolzano's ontology, 

which views infinity as immanent to existence, to their Protestant and Catholic backgrounds respectively.  

By carrying out this comparative investigation, I aim to clarify how Kant's and Bolzano's socio-religious 

backgrounds positioned them to develop unique and contrasting philosophical methodologies which 

informed the development of 20th century philosophy. In particular, I argue that Bolzano, in contrast to Kant, 

anticipates a desacralised, and thus distinctly modern, notion of the infinite. 

Jacob is an honours student in German at the University of Queensland. His thesis aims to elucidate the role played by 

Kant's and Bolzano's socio-religious contexts in informing the ontological assumptions which underpin their distinct 

philosophical approaches. Interests of his include German Idealism and its influence on metaphysics in the 19th and 20th 

century; structuralist and post-structuralist strains of thought in contemporary French philosophy (in particular, the work 

of Alain Badiou); and the historical intersection of mathematics and Western philosophy. 

DARREN ROSO  

University of New England  

Reconstructing the Conceptual Constellations of Adorno and Althusser  

This paper will provisionally reconstruct certain conceptual constellations of Adorno and Althusser, 

recognising that too often the Frankfurt School and the French moment of philosophy have experienced a 

false estrangement. The paper thinks in the traces of Perry Anderson's passing note - from his 

Considerations of Western Marxism - that Adorno and Althusser had approximated one other in distinctive 

ways. I unfold that and how Althusser and Adorno came to complex materialist truths that need articulation in 

the instances, absences and gaps that separate their work - the separation can only be said to exist at the 

first surface encounter of their works.  
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Certainly, Adorno and Althusser had their own cultures, intervened into specific language games, and 

occupied a specific moment of the interrelations of Marxism and philosophy that cannot be flattened out by 

way of comparison; they adopted different modalities of politics and intellectual philosophical intervention 

too; their diagnostics and constructions are not entirely alike, by any means, and their existential experiences 

were disjoined; yet, I inquire into how they thought the fragile truths that were not theirs alone.  

Specifically, I interpret their work in terms of a materialist reconstruction - materialist, insofar as non-identity 

is posited against a Hegelian identity, and reconstruction because I interpret their work not as a hermeneutic 

interpretation of the space of revealing but as rational-argumentative constructions of thought that reproduce 

something determinate about materiality. 

LACHLAN ROSS  

University of Melbourne  

On Civilisation and its Discontents as a Work of Prophecy  

This paper builds on Marcuse's critique of Civilisation and its Discontents: in short, that civilisation is a 

project of the enhancement of violence rather than its renunciation. Continuing this critique, this paper 

agrees that Marcuse was right in the 1950s, but that though Freud's text was fiction in its own time, and in 

Marcuse's, it is for the first time today becoming true. In many late liberal democracies there is growing an 

appetite for civilisation, as the left demands that we finally give up violence and take on guilt.  

The right, who were happy in the old civilisation (the one that increased violence as it told a tale about having 

given it up) are becoming agitated and claim that the world is ending because some small steps are being 

taken to recognise and give up civilisational violence (these steps, it is argued, are not necessary because 

civilisation is not dangerous or harmful to minorities or the plant and requires no alteration).  

Finally, the discontent that Freud predicted is exploding within many civilisations, though not as guilt, but 

rather, as a 'great refusal': real civilisation is not wanted by all of those who felt at home in the fake version 

that Freud observed poorly as being non-violent. 

Lachlan Ross is a Marx and Nietzsche scholar. His present research is focused on the theory of alienation in Marx's work 

post 1860 and the applicability of Marx's theory of technology to digital technology and biotechnology. 

JON RUBIN 

Melbourne School of Continental Philosophy 

The Repugnancy of Ideas 

In 2p29s, Spinoza writes: "so long as the mind is determined internally, whilst contemplating a number of 

ideas at once, understanding their agreements, differences, and repugnancies [...] then it contemplates 

these ideas clearly and distinctly". We have here a criterion of adequacy; all clear and distinct ideas are 

adequate. Sadly, Spinoza says nothing more about what it means for an idea to agree, disagree or be 

repugnant to another idea. Clearly, this was an idea that was so well understood, it needed no further 

explanation. In his book, Hume's Reason, David Owen writes the following: "For Locke, as is well known, 

knowledge is, 'the perception of the connexion and agreement, or disagreement and repugnancy, of any of 

our Ideas' (IV. i. 2)." This is more than a coincidence, this is a clue. Locke's repetition of Spinoza's 

terminology means we can attempt to place Spinoza's own usage within the 'way of ideas'. If we want to find 

a source for these ideas and terms, we can find them in Arnauld and Nicole's Port-Royal Logic (1662), a 

copy of which Spinoza owned. This paper will investigate how placing Spinoza within this 'way of ideas' 

lineage illuminates his epistemology and theory of truth. 

Jon Rubin taught the graduate program, 'The Philosophy and Ethics of Mental Health', for eight years in the Medical 

School of the University of Warwick, before moving to Australia. He has taught on and off for the MSCP since 2015, on a 

range of topics (from Aristole to Deleuze). Most recently he taught undergraduate philosophy at the ACU. His research is 

currently split between Spinoza and scholastic philosophy. 
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ANNIE SANDRUSSI  

Macquarie University 

A Relational Materialist Ontology of Milk: What we Learn from Microbiota   

In this paper, I examine how a substance ontology of food underpins dominant cultural practices around the 

production and consumption of animal milks. I argue that turning our attention to the materiality of milk 

unveils important moral considerations for the circumstances of production that are otherwise obscured by 

substance ontology. I show how attention to the materiality of milk can disrupt dominant imaginaries related 

to gender, childhood, purity, hygiene and health that underpin milk's cultural significance as a ubiquitous 

object of human consumption, and rearticulate milk's ontology through a relational materialist account. 

Annie Sandrussi (she/her) is a postdoctoral research fellow in the Centre of Excellence in Synthetic Biology, at the 

Philosophy Department at Macquarie University. Annie's research applies phenomenological and gender-based 

analyses to examine the way that ordinary practices, patterns and ways of knowing become culturally ingrained. Annie's 

research especially considers the way that concepts of relationality, embodiment and materiality can provide alternative 

lenses to dominant understandings of the relationship between the human and non-human, questions of sociality and 

morality, and embodied experiences such as eating and caregiving. 

JACINTA SASSINE  

Western Sydney University  

Rhetoric as Justice: The Trials of Palamedes, Orestes and Socrates  

It is perhaps Gorgias – out of all the figures and individuals believed to be part of the Sophists – who 

presents the strongest argument that justice in democracy depends on rhetoric. It is this claim that offers a 

practical approach to the relationship between speech and accessibility to justice within democratic 

frameworks. The law, with all its complexities–especially in its ability to achieve an absolute measure of 

justice–reveals both its limits and capacity to maintain the order of the polis. Gorgias’ position can be 

developed by turning to the Athenian jury trial system as a concentration of the complexities of this moment, 

where speech itself can be seen as playing a pivotal role as the inescapable common ground for justice 

within the agonistic polis.This position can be substantiated by turning to three Ancient Greek texts that have 

a democratic jury trial as their focal point, respectively imagined by a Sophist, Tragedian and Philosopher: 

Gorgias’ The Defence of Palamedes; Aeschylus’ Oresteia, with particular focus on the Eumenides; and 

Plato’s Apology. 

Dr Jacinta Sassine is an Associate Lecturer in Law at Western Sydney University and admitted lawyer of the Supreme 

Court of New South Wales. She enjoys teaching and conducting interdisciplinary research across a range of areas, 

including legal philosophy and political theory. Her doctoral thesis argued for a deeper understanding of rhetorical justice 

within the practice of law in democratic systems, with a particular focus on Ancient Greek sophistry. Jacinta has been 

involved in several research projects, including with the Young and Resilient Research Centre, that has reflected her 

interest in justice and communication-based projects, particularly surrounding digital citizenship, algorithms, and 

emerging technologies. 

KARIN SELLBERG (CO-AUTHOR MIKEL VAN DYKEN) 

University of Queensland  

Phenomenologies of Brain Trauma: Reflections on Neural Plasticity  

The brain is an organ of endless possibility!', Catherine Malabou argues in her ground-breaking work on 

ontological negotiations of brain plasticity in Ontology of the Accident: 'Neurobiologists make us conscious of 

the fact that our own metamorphosis after brain damage is at every moment possible' (37). However, she 

also acknowledges that such metamorphosis is often a long and deeply traumatic process (Malabou, 2006, 

52). As some neural pathways shut down, others are created, producing new sensual inputs, and new 

processes of 'being-in-the-world' (Malabou, 2002, 11).  

In this paper, we will reflect on our own sensual and ontological experiences of traumatic head injury, which 

occurred in two separate events in 2021, in light of Malabou's framework of plasticity and ongoing change. In 
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dialogue with Sara Ahmed's Queer Phenomenology, and Jean-Paul Sartre's Being and Nothingness, we will 

use a phenomenological approach to consider how we continually relearn to navigate a once-familiar world, 

our conceptions of self, the spaces we inhabit, and our bodies that have undergone drastic transformation. 

Although different in some crucial ways, our experiences have produced many similar insights, and elicited 

similar questions, maybe most importantly: how can we rethink relations between subject/brain/body in light 

of our new brain-world interactions? 

Karin Sellberg is a lecturer in humanities at the School of Historical and Philosophical Inquiry, University of Queensland. 

She is a theorist of gender and embodiment, with research interests in feminist philosophy, medical humanities and 

queer theory. Her publications include two books; 'Gender: Time' (Macmillan, 2018); 'Corporeality and Culture' (Ashgate, 

2014), five journal special issues, and a forthcoming book on transgender theories of self and embodiment. 

Mikel Van Dyken is an Advanced Humanities and Philosophy honours student at the University of Queensland. His 

research interests include disability and queer theory, political philosophy and phenomenology. He received the Ian 

Hinckfuss Prize in Philosophy in 2022 and published his first journal article in 2023. 

MADDY SHIELD  

University of Queensland  

Should We Feel Collective Shame?  

It is often thought that collective shame, which is based on a shared group identity rather than shared 

personal culpability, has a superior moral function to that of collective guilt. For thinkers like Arendt, this is 

because collective shame can be felt by individuals who were not personally to blame for a collective wrong, 

but who should nonetheless consider themselves politically responsible for it. Collective guilt, on the other 

hand, is not a conceptual possibility for Arendt: she thinks that, since we cannot feel guilty on behalf of 

others, guilt is not universalisable, and so cannot give expression to the idea of shared political responsibility.  

However, I argue that collective guilt is possible when it occurs in an aggregative sense, as a cumulation of 

the individual guilt of group members, and that such guilt can be reasonably felt by individuals who bear 

some connection to the group's wrongdoing, but who we would not consider guilty in a judicial sense. 

Collective guilt can thus accommodate extrajudicial failures of human solidarity, such as inaction or 

indifference. Furthermore, its focus on one's personal relation to group wrongdoing carries a specificity which 

better expresses our shared political responsibility than does collective shame. 

Maddy is a white, non-Indigenous doctoral candidate at the University of Queensland, Australia. She is currently 

developing a specialised interest in the fields of moral psychology and philosophy of emotions through her PhD thesis, 

which is on shame. Maddy lives and works on the lands of the Yuggera and Turrbal people. 

ROBERT SINNERBRINK  

Philosophy, Macquarie University  

What is a Philosophical Reading of Film? On Film-Philosophy and Philosophical  
Film Criticism  

What is a philosophical reading of film? In this talk I explore how philosophers write about cinema and 

examine the kind of critical hermeneutic practices they deploy in various approaches to the idea of "film as 

philosophy." As many critics of film-philosophy maintain, there are important methodological questions raised 

by the role of philosophical interpretation of film and more explicit philosophical film criticism (e.g., Gilles 

Deleuze's conceptual use of cinematic examples versus Stanley Cavell's extended critical readings of film) 

and how these approaches relate to but also differ from more familiar forms of film interpretation.  

The question of what makes a particular interpretation of a film "philosophical,' however, has received 

surprisingly little attention within the "film as philosophy" debate. In addressing this question, I outline the 

main approaches to this question (illustrative/exemplary interpretations; critical aesthetic interpretations; 

critical symptomatic interpretations; and dialogical/reflective interpretations), suggesting that one common 

feature that philosophical readings share - or ought to share - is a concern to stage a mutually reflective or 

critically transformative encounter between cinema and philosophy. This does not mean reducing film to 
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philosophy or philosophy to film but exploring what I call a "hermeneutic parallelism" between cinematic 

expression and philosophical reflection. 

Robert Sinnerbrink is Professor of Philosophy at Macquarie University, Sydney. He is the author of New Philosophies of 

Film (Second Edition): An Introduction to Cinema as a Way of Thinking (Bloomsbury, 2022), Terrence Malick: Filmmaker 

and Philosopher (Bloomsbury, 2019), Cinematic Ethics: Exploring Ethical Experience through Film (Routledge, 2016), 

and New Philosophies of Film: Thinking Images (Continuum/Bloomsbury, 2011). He is also the editor of Emotion, Ethics, 

and Cinematic Experience: New Phenomenological and Cognitivist Perspectives (Berghahn, 2021) and a co-editor (with 

Lucy Bolton and David Martin-Jones) of Contemporary Screen Ethics: Absences, Identities, Belonging, Looking Anew 

(Edinburgh UP, 2023). 

STEPHANIE SMITH  

University of Melbourne  

The Pandemic State of Nature and Freedom in the Social Contract  

The COVID-19 pandemic thrust society into an unprecedented state of uncertainty, fear, and danger on a 

global scale. These circumstances constituted a modern state of nature, in which the social contract was 

tested and examined in light of the cooperative activity required to mitigate the spread of COVID-19. 

Understandings of how cooperation amongst agents occurs, informs the justifiability of state interference in 

citizens' lives to ensure the production of public goods.  

States entered into the newfound, pandemic state of nature with differing assumptions regarding the grounds 

of the social contract. States like Australia presumed that self-interest (predominantly) fuels compliance with 

collaborative projects, while Sweden presumed that care for others (predominantly) drives cooperation, and 

such assumptions informed the degree of state coercion implemented in their pandemic plans.  

I argue that an analysis of these assumptions, compared with the political theories of Thomas Hobbes and 

Peter Kropotkin, illuminate that cooperation is driven by self-interest and supplemented by a degree of 

consideration towards others. Thus, the modern social contract ought to prioritise freedom rather than state 

coercion, and highly authoritarian responses to the pandemic were unjustifiable. 

Stephanie completed her B.A. (Hon.) at McMaster University (Canada), majoring in Justice, Political Philosophy & Law, 

her M.Phil. in political philosophy at Bond University, and her Ph.D. in political philosophy at Queen's University 

(Canada). Stephanie focuses on questions of how cooperation amongst individuals in society influences the justifiability 

of government interference in their lives. Recently, Stephanie has focused on the COVID-19 pandemic as representing a 

modern state of nature, wherein cooperation assumptions were examined and revised by citizens and states alike. 

JOSH SZYMANSKI  

University of Queensland  

Re/citing Monique Wittig  

In Why Stories Matter (2011), Clare Hemmings argues that Western feminism has constructed particular 

historical narratives about its own political development, often setting out a linear trajectory from the 'First' 

and 'Second' Waves toward feminisms' encounter with poststructualism. Judith Butler's Gender Trouble 

(1990), and their use of Foucault in their critique of feminism's 'foundational assumption,' is often cited as 

marking this encounter: a shift in Western feminism's political and philosophical trajectory into 

poststructuralism and the postmodern. In this paper, I take up Hemming's claim that such citational practice 

places theorists like Butler in an indebted relation to male antecedents and instantiates a narrative of 

feminism's 'progress' at the expense of historical contributions and developments of Black and Queer 

feminists. In particular, I examine the underacknowledged role that French lesbian-feminist Monique Wittig 

plays in Gender Trouble.  

This analysis aims at three points: highlighting the integral contribution that Wittig's work makes to Butler's 

critique of gender categories; how this recontextualises Butler's 'indebtedness' to male philosophers; and 

outlining how Gender Trouble itself engages in a kind of feminist 'story-telling,' one which constructs a linear 

spectrum of feminist thought between Simone de Beauvoir and Luce Irigaray, and allows Butler to 'surpass' 

Wittig's lesbian-feminism as part of a previous era of feminist thought. 
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Josh (he/they) is a final year PhD candidate at the University of Queensland whose thesis works to present new 

engagement with the work of lesbian-feminist Monique Wittig against prominent critiques that have seemingly led to a 

dearth of engagement with philosophical-literary work on heterosexism, gender, subjectivity, and language. Josh's 

current work also focuses on the relationship between categories of sex, gender, and sexuality; the coloniality of gender; 

TERF rhetoric and transphobia; and queer-feminist approaches to identity and subjectivity. More broadly, Josh's previous 

research and ongoing interests include: French feminist philosophy, Black and feminist existentialisms, and queer 

postcolonial theory. 

GRACE TARPEY  

World Association of Psychoanalysis   

The Ethics of Love   

In this paper I draw from contemporary phenomenology to argue the case for the return of transcendence. 

With and beyond Hegel, Husserl, Heidegger, Levinas and Derrida, how shall we speak about love? Is love 

only to be found in the brain or in social historical cultural, linguistic constitutions? Why care? Is love only 

romantic or also familial, m/paternal, Philial? What has sex got to do with it? Is Philosophy primarily about 

love for wisdom?  

I have a psychoanalytic practice. Previously I worked as a Philosophy academic at Notre Dame, Murdoch,  Deakin, 

Latrobe and Monash universities. Currently I am writing a philosophical novel and rewriting my PhD. 

MARÍA PATRICIA TINAJERO  

Institute for Doctoral Studies in the Visual Arts (IDSVA)  

From Dirt to Soil: Rethinking Agriculture through Art, Microbes, and Agriculture  
(Unveiling the Transformative Power of Terra Preta de Indio)  

The paper contends that socio-biological models are essential for harmonising human processes and 

interventions with non-human processes aimed at bolstering soil health. Drawing inspiration from the fertile 

anthropogenic soil known as ‘terra preta de indio’ found in the Amazon Basin, the paper delves into the 

intricate relationship between soil microbial populations, culture, and art. The objective is to unravel the 

complex connections between agriculture, soil microbes, and thriving cultures, underscoring the critical 

importance of understanding the interplay between soil microbes and agricultural practices for enhancing soil 

quality, cultural vitality, and planetary well-being. The methodology involves a multidisciplinary approach, 

integrating insights from soil science, anthropology, cultural studies, and art. By synthesising findings and 

concepts from diverse fields, the paper aims to understand ethical and socio-biological dynamics shaping 

soil health and agricultural sustainability. Through a case study and theoretical analysis of Frédérique Apffel-

Marglin's "Sacred Soil" (2017), the paper explores the potential of collaborative practices between humans 

and non-humans to co-create living soil environments conducive to sustainable food production and 

ecological resilience. 

María Patricia Tinajero, PhD., an artist and scholar from Ecuador, now based in Massachusetts, intersects art, 

philosophy, and environmental studies. Her interdisciplinary work probes urgent environmental issues, with a particular 

emphasis on the ethical and aesthetic intricacies of soil. 

ANTHONY UHLMANN  

Western Sydney University  

Literature as a Technical Object: Alexis Wright’s Praiseworthy  

This paper engages with the work of Gilbert Simondon in considering the extent to which literary technique 

might be understood to be related to technology. It enters into dialogue with Patrice Maniglier’s work in this 

space, which considers how Simondon’s work is imbedded in contexts of French thought that engage with 

Russian Formalism and structuralism. It further considers Simondon’s concept of analogy, drawing parallels 

with the relational theories of Edouard Glissant. Working on these foundations it develops a reading of Alexis 
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Wright’s Praiseworthy, considering how the techniques of representation she develops create an affective 

space that creates the potential for new understandings of what Wright calls, in relation to First Nations’ 

Australian experience, ‘the sovereignty of the mind’. 

Anthony Uhlmann is Distinguished Professor in Literature at Western Sydney University, and a Fellow of the Australian 

Academy of the Humanities. He is the author of J. M. Coetzee, Truth, Meaning, Fiction (Bloomsbury, 2020) and three 

other academic monographs, Thinking in Literature: Joyce, Woolf, Nabokov (Bloomsbury, 2011), Samuel Beckett and the 

Philosophical Image (Cambridge UP, 2006) and Beckett and Poststructuralism (Cambridge UP, 1999). 

JAMES VAFIADIS  

Deakin University   

Toward an Existentialist Metaphysics: A Theory of the Observer   

What is the observer's relationship with physical laws of nature? Historically, the role of the observer has 

been marginalised in favour of a substance-based metaphysics: there is an absolute nature and physics 

aims to represent it. My PhD thesis follows the history of ideas from the Copenhagen interpretation of 

quantum mechanics, to its neo-Kantian reception and the structuralist approaches that emerge from the 

latter. Neils Bohr, Ernst Cassirer and John Wheeler are the main players.  

This paper zooms up on the importance of understanding the process of observation in making sense of this 

story. Scientific knowledge is not possible from a 'view from nowhere'. That is, we cannot make statements 

about reality while ignoring their source as us qua observers; systems embedded within nature. As finite-

temporal observers, we impose order on nature by coarse-graining its complexity. The result is what Dean 

Rickles calls 'quantum existentialism'. The observer acts as the very engine that constructs meaning from a 

foundation of abstract relations. We generate physical properties in the world.  

For the existentialist, this equates to our entrapment in the world. For, neo-Kantian philosophers of science, 

this equates to the conditions that allow for the physical world at all. Accordingly, physical laws express the 

interaction between the infinite Hegelian totality and the beleaguered Kierkegaardian subject; irreducible 

structure and observer. Physics then, is the story that emerges when bounded-observers like us mediate 

and impose order on an otherwise foundation-less set of structural relations. Through our limits, we find 

meaning. 

PhD candidate at Deakin University (approx. 8 months from submission). 28 years old. Interested in philosophy of 

science, philosophy of mind and philosophy of cognition. 

ANDREA VITANGELI  

Faculty of Philosophy, University of Oxford  

Reassessing Heidegger on Van Gogh: Beyond the Making-Explicit View In 'The Origin  
of the Work of Art',  

Heidegger construes artworks as loci of ontological manifestation. He illustrates this view through an 

(in)famous engagement with Van Gogh's painting Shoes. The painting is read by Heidegger as not merely 

representing its ostensible subject, but rather as offering an insight into its underlying ontological make-up.  

In this presentation, I foreground a concern raised by several commentators about Heidegger's reading of 

Van Gogh, according to which the reading lacks the resources to distinguish artistic from ordinary 

experience. I argue that this concern grounds an objection to a widespread way of interpreting Heidegger on 

Van Gogh, itself based on a more general thesis ascribed to Heidegger, which I label the making-explicit 

view. According to such view, the achievement of artworks for Heidegger consists in their making explicit our 

implicit ontological understandings.  

I argue, however, that this view does not apply to Heidegger's engagement with Van Gogh, and offer instead 

a novel, alternative reading of such engagement, whereby the painting's ontological import lies in creatively 

retrieving a forgotten understanding of the being of equipment. This reading, I contend, both meets the 

objection at issue and takes proper account of the concerns that motivate it. 
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Andrea is a doctoral candidate in Philosophy at the University of Oxford. He holds a Laurea in Philosophy from the 

University of Bologna, and an MLitt and BPhil in Philosophy from the universities of St Andrews and Oxford, respectively. 

His doctoral project centres on the development of a novel interpretive account of Martin Heidegger's philosophy of art. 

DIMITRI VOUROS  

Western Sydney University (recent alumni)  

W(h)ither Freedom? From Hegel to Adorno and Balibar  

This paper will be a series of reflections on the Hegelian (Marxist) idea of freedom as it has come to us in 

various guises, heavy-laden with the vicissitudes of history. It unpacks Marx's idea that "Philosophy can only 

be realised by the abolition of the proletariat, and the proletariat can only be abolished by the realisation of 

philosophy," a sentiment repeated by Theodor Adorno when he says, "Philosophy, which once seemed 

obsolete, lives on because the moment to realise it was missed."  

It argues that criticism must factor in certain normative claims without which Marx's "true democracy" is 

recuperated. To this end, entrenched liberal ideas of negative liberty must be supplemented with liberty both 

as freedom from domination as well as freedom from necessity (the universal realisation of equality's 

minima). Political thought cannot remain in an adolescent phase marked by the "ruthless criticism of 

everything that exists" yet it cannot run the risk either of merely reproducing deliberative democracy as it 

stands. 

Dimitri Vouros earned a PhD in philosophy from Western Sydney University in 2023. He holds a Bachelor of Arts  

in history and English from The University of Sydney, and a Master of Arts in philosophy from the University of  

New England. 

CHRISTOPHER WATKIN  

European Languages, Monash University  

The Mythos of Modernity: Deleuze and Serres Reimagine the State of Nature  

From Hobbes to Rousseau, the state of nature motif stood as a prominent mythos of modernity, providing-as 

Rousseau argues in the Second Discourse-a point of reference that is necessary if we are accurately to 

judge our present condition. State of nature thinking continues to dominate both philosophical and political 

discourse today, pitting neo-Hobbesians with their broadly pessimistic view of human nature against neo-

Rousseauians who entertain a rosier picture.  

Different assumptions about the state of nature also condition heated contemporary debates around 

coloniality, secularity, and ecology. In this context, attempts to rethink the state of nature mythos are no 

small matter, having the potential to reorient fundamental philosophical and political dispositions. This paper 

considers two philosophically important attempts to refigure the state of nature: Gilles Deleuze and Felix 

Guattari's Spinozian rejection of Hobbes, and Michel Serres's turn to thermodynamics and information theory 

in order to resist Rousseau. At stake in both cases is the possibility of reimagining relationships between 

subjects and objects, nature and culture, while also providing a point of reference that gives meaning to 

ethical and political commitments. The endeavour, as Rousseau predicted, is as impossible as it is 

necessary. 

A/Prof Christopher Watkin has written widely on modern and contemporary French and European thought. His books 

include Phenomenology or Deconstruction? (2009), Difficult Atheism (2011), French Philosophy Today (2016) and 

Michel Serres: Figures of Thought (2021). He is currently undertaking an ARC Future Fellowship project entitled 

"Rewriting the Social Contract". 
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TOYAH WEBB  

University of New South Wales   

Psychoanalytic Paratexts: Reading the Dream of Irma's Injection  

In this paper, I propse to read Sharon Kivland's four-volume Freud on Holiday alongside Jacques Lacan's 

reinterpretation of Freudian 'dream-work'. Part historical biography, part travel diary, part artist's book, Freud 

on Holiday reconstructs Sigmund Freud's annual summer holidays from the letters he sent to friends and 

colleagues, as well as the fifty-six letters and one hundred and eighty-nine postcards he sent home to his 

family between 1895 and 1923.  

Despite the importance Freud placed on these holidays (Ernest Jones notes that he viewed them with 'great 

fondness'), they are reduced to lacunae in many of the biographical accounts of his life. Kivland chooses to 

write into these gaps, where Freud's anxiety about a missed train, for example, becomes a contingent 

aperture for writerly speculation. In the first volume in the series, Freud Dreams of Rome, Kivland notes that 

her method 'follows the structure of dream or a dream', filled with detours, digressions, and displacements. 

Yet as Lacan observes in Seminar XI, the dream might also stage a missed encounter. Following Lacan, I 

argue that Kivland's dream-work - a strange redoubling of time and place - speaks to its own impossibility, 

and perhaps to the impossibility of writing itself. 

Toyah Webb (she/her) is a sessional academic and PhD candidate in the School of Art & Design UNSW, where she is 

working on a hybrid novella about psychoanalysis and bibliomancy. Toyah holds a MA in English from the University of 

Sydney and a BA (Hons) in English and Ancient Greek from the University of Auckland. 

ZHU WEN  

Sichuan University 

Ground, Transcendence, and Freedom: Heidegger on the Essence of Ground 

As a “supreme principle”, the “principle of reason” has been highly esteemed in both the history of 

philosophy and theoretical applications. However, the essence of ground has long remained obscure. 

Starting from the “principle of reason”, Heidegger inquires into the essence of ground, revealing 

transcendence as the original domain of the question. Based on this, the essence of ground and even the 

ground of ground are revealed, along with the origin of the “principle of reason”. The essence of ground is 

intertwined with the essence of being and truth. The ontological difference runs through this inquiry. 

I am a Ph.D student from Sichuan University in China. My research interests are metaphysics, classical German 

philosophy and phenomenology. From November 2022 to December 2023, I studied as a visiting student at the 

University of Wuppertal in Germany. 

GEORGE WOOD 

University of Melbourne 

A Gestural Approach to Artwork Expressiveness (and Emotional Responsiveness)  

An interesting feature of Maurice Merleau-Ponty's account of artistic expression in the Indirect Language 

essay is the explanatory role he affords gesture. In painting and writing, he takes gestures to explain artistic 

expression in a unified way; the expressive movements of the artist constitute the act of expression that 

creates the artwork, and our sensitivity to gestural traces (in words and brushstrokes) are what supposedly 

allow us, with some art historical context, to gear into this expressiveness when engaging with the artwork.  

There are some prima facie difficulties of extending this account to explain expressiveness in works in which 

gestural traces are less perceptible, or altogether absent, but I try to show how we might nonetheless 

accommodate such cases within a "gestural" view. Seeing that expressiveness is at heart a gestural matter 

that admits of some variability in the degree to which we are attuned to gestural traces further suggests a 

strategy for explaining certain cases of emotional responsiveness to artworks. I suggest that seeing the role 

of gesture in expressiveness can explain not only our perception of an artwork's "own" expressive content, 

but also why artworks can sometimes seem to express something much more personal. 
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I am writing a thesis on theories of artistic expression with a particular interest in the variable ways that artworks can elicit 

emotional responses. 

XIAORONG YANG  

School of Philosophy, Wuhan University  

Marx's Critical Response to the Question of Free Trade and its Contemporary 
Enlightenment  

Smith advocated free trade and Liszt advocated protective tariffs, the two seem to form a theoretical 

confrontation. But in Marx's view, this confrontation was false, and both Smith's and Liszt's claims were 

aimed at defending the interests of the bourgeoisie. Marx critically inherited the ideas of Smith and Liszt, 

arguing against an either/or choice between free trade and protective tariffs. Different from the non-critical 

choice of bourgeois economists, Marx made a critical response to free trade issues from the perspective of 

communism, including the confrontation of capital groups, the logic of capital's pursuit of surplus value, and 

the exploitation of labor by capital. He reveals that the historical nature of free trade is the freedom of capital, 

and offers a different solution to communism than capitalism. Marx's theoretical response to the debate 

between free trade and protective tariffs in the 19th century has important theoretical value for deepening 

contemporary historical materialism research, and also helps to respond to the realistic dilemma of 

contemporary globalisation and anti-globalisation, so as to guide Chinese modernisation to promote real free 

trade in a way different from capitalist modernisation. 

Yang Xiaorong received her bachelor's degree in philosophy from the School of Marxism of Guangxi University and her 

master's degree in Marxist Philosophy from the School of Philosophy of Wuhan University. She is currently pursuing her 

doctorate degree in Marxist Philosophy from the School of Philosophy of Wuhan University. His research areas include 

historical materialism, Marxist political philosophy, etc., and he has done in-depth research on such topics as justice, free 

trade, and the free dimension of human nature. 

HAO ZHANG  

Wuhan University  

On Karl Korsch's Interpretation of the Relationship between Marxism and Philosophy   

The relationship between Marxism and philosophy put forward by Karl Korsch is very important to the 

development of Marxism. In order to restore the revolutionary nature of Marxism, Korsch affirmed the 

philosophical nature of Marxism from two aspects: the philosophical nature of Marxist materialist dialectics 

and its connotation of "eliminating philosophy", and refuted various philosophers. However, Korsch believes 

that Marx's "eliminating philosophy" refers to eliminating bourgeois philosophy and opposing the bourgeois 

real world, which is formal rather than substantive and consistent with "eliminating the country". This 

erroneous interpretation makes Marxism far from its revolutionary nature to some extent. 

Zhang Hao, female, born in Liaoning, China in 1995. Ph.D., School of Philosophy, Wuhan University, postdoctoral fellow. 

The main research direction is the basic principles of Marxist philosophy and Marxist semiotics. Five papers in CSSCI 

journals have been published. 

MAGDALENA ZOLKOS  

University of Jyväskylä  

Images Haunted by Memory': Didi-Huberman's Concept of Rent Images and Pia Arke's  
Anti-Colonial Art Activism  

A key visual motif in colonial-era photography, and the way imagery became interwoven with and animated 

appropriative desires, was a depiction of land and natural environment as not only teeming with opportunity 

for enrichment and exploration, but as void of 'properly human' inhabitants. Through analysis of selected 

artworks by Greenlandic-Danish artist Pia Arke, this paper examines how creative practices of resignification, 

montage and ascription have been mobilised for critical historiography of colonisation.  
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As such, the aim is to bring my reading of Arke's art activism, including her 'arctic hysteria' series, in a 

productive conversation with the phenomenological tradition of visual philosophy, and in particular Georges 

Didi-Huberman's concept of imaginal rent (dechirure). The differences in their visual archives 

notwithstanding-photographs of female hysterics taken in Charcot's clinic (for Didi-Huberman), polar 

explorers' depictions of pibloktoq (for Arke)-I argue that engaging these two critics together casts into relief 

the politics (and ethics) the relationship between history, image and imagination. 

Magdalena Zolkos is Associate Professor in the Department of Social Science and Philosophy at the University of 

Jyväskylä. She is the author of Restitution and the Politics of Repair (2020) and the editor of a philosophical dictionary on 

Georges Didi-Huberman (2023). 


